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The proposed rate arrangements are necessary to ensure the contract agreement will be managed appropriately and timely for the FMC’s regulatory process. This should include the management orders of the vessels, operational instructions and the requirements of cargo handling procedures to ensure regulatory compliance and proper approvals. The requirements are to ensure procedures are followed and the requirements are fulfilled lawfully.
Proposed Response: 
We have reviewed the public comment 3072-0071. The agency is not able to discern the intent of the comment. A negotiated rate arrangement (NRA) is a written, binding arrangement between a shipper and an eligible non-vessel-operating common carrier (NVOCC) to provide specific transportation service for a stated cargo quantity, from origin to destination, on and after receipt of the cargo by the NVOCC.  46 CFR § 523.3(a). In accordance with the Shipping Act, FMC exempted NVOCCs from the tariff rate publication of 46 CFR part 520 and allowed them to instead enter into NRAs provided that the NVOCC posts a prominent notice in its rules tariff invoking the NRA exemption and provides electronic access to its rules tariff to the public free of charge. FMC allows this because it has found that this will not result in substantial reduction in competition or be detrimental to commerce, not because it has anything to do with ensuring agreements are “managed appropriately” or “timely.”  
Additionally, the regulation that covers NVOCC NRAs includes requirements for such arrangements. See 46 CFR § 532.  FMC believes that this regulation already sufficiently addresses the second sentence in the commenter’s submission. 

