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August 7, 2025

Pamela Reed Kearney
Division of Human Subjects, OER
National Institutes of Health
6705 Rockledge Dr.
Bethesda, MD  20817

Dear Dr. Kearney,

Re: Request for Comment 2025-12890 (90 FR 30652) – NIH Electronic Application System for NIH Certificates of Confidentiality

I am writing in support of the continued maintenance and use of the NIH electronic application system for discretionary Certificates of Confidentiality (CoCs).

This system is an important tool for protecting sensitive, identifiable research data from compelled disclosure. In today’s environment, where concerns about data privacy are increasingly prominent, having a reliable and accessible mechanism for researchers to request CoCs is essential to maintaining public trust in the research process.

The ability to safeguard participants’ personal information helps ensure ethical research practices and encourages participation in studies that contribute to public health and scientific advancement. The electronic system streamlines this process, making it easier for researchers to uphold these protections.

I encourage NIH to continue supporting and enhancing this system, recognizing its role in promoting privacy, data security, and public confidence in federally funded research.


Sincerely,
[image: A picture containing company name
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Jason M. Malone, MPA, CIP
Director
Human Subjects Division
University of Washington
jmmalone@uw.edu 
(206) 543-7246
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