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INTRODUCTION

This submission is to request a three-year approval from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for the information collection entitled OMB 2133-0548 (Quarterly Readiness of Strategic Seaport Facilities Reporting), which expires on August 31, 2025. There are no changes to this collection, which will be submitted as an extension without change of a currently approved collection.

A. Justification 

1. Circumstances Making the Collection of Information Necessary 

[bookmark: _Hlk193442238]This collection of information supports the Maritime Administration’s (MARAD) responsibility for emergency preparedness actions related to Commercial Strategic Seaport readiness pursuant to EO 12656 and 49 CFR 1.81.  

In that regard, MARAD issues a Port Readiness Plan (PRP) to each Strategic Commercial Seaport designated by the Commander, Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command (SDDC), for emergency planning and preparedness purposes.  The PRP identifies specific facilities that the Department of Defense (DoD) may need to support the deployment of armed forces of the United States, other emergency needs, or promote the national defense. 

PRPs are intended to provide the port with useful advance information to ensure effective communication and planning, especially surrounding the port’s ability to provide ready access to PRP-listed port facilities.  The PRP requests that a port notifies MARAD promptly if the port anticipates any difficulty granting DoD priority use (under the authority of the Transportation Priorities and Allocation System) of PRP-listed facilities at the port, with an explanation of the reasons.  MARAD reissues PRPs at least every two years, or when requested by SDDC or the port, after verifying the continued DoD requirement with SDDC, and confirming the port’s acceptance of the PRP requirements at the listed facilities. 

Pursuant to the National Port Readiness Network Memorandum of Understanding (Revision 8.0) (NPRN MOU), MARAD has been requesting that each Commercial Strategic Seaport complete and return a Quarterly Readiness Report on Facilities Listed in Port Readiness Plan on a quarterly basis.  These reports confirm that the PRP-listed facilities at each port can be made available for DoD use within the PRP-delineated time frame.  The requested information is maintained routinely by the port for normal port operation and management purposes.  No unique information is required by the Government for the purpose of this report.  The port is not required to conduct any additional recordkeeping for this report.  MARAD compiles and submits a consolidated quarterly report to SDDC, which uses the information to conduct a DoD readiness assessment of the strategic commercial seaport’s availability and readiness to meet DoD contingency plans for emergency military deployment.

2. Purpose and Use of the Information Collection

The information received has historically been used and will continue to be used by MARAD and DoD personnel to evaluate strategic commercial seaport readiness to meet contingency military deployment needs and make plans for the use of this capability to meet national emergency requirements.  DoD continues to require this information on quarterly basis for DoD contingency planning and readiness evaluation purposes.  The contingency plans, with accompanying data, are classified and unavailable to the public.

MARAD also uses the information to develop agency performance metrics to assess compliance with MARAD and DOT performance goals. 
	
3. Automation or Use of Information Technology (IT)

The collection of information utilizes an Adobe electronic form which can be completed within a few minutes by each Commercial Strategic Seaport and emailed to MARAD.  This approach reduces the burden on each port. 

4. Efforts to Identify Duplication

The data from each port will affirm readiness to provide specific facility requirements to meet emergency military deployments and is therefore unique and necessary.

An examination of the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance and the Catalog of Federal Paperwork Requirements did not reveal any similar information collection.  Discussions with the respondent ports confirmed that they do not provide similar information to any other federal government agency.  

5. Impact on Small Businesses or Other Small Entities 

Strategic Commercial Seaports are state or local public port authorities and not small business as defined by the Small Business Administration criteria. There is no impact to small businesses or other small entities.

6. Impact of Not Conducting or Less Frequent Collection of Information 

If this collection is not conducted, MARAD and the DoD would be unable to determine the availability and readiness of strategic commercial seaports to support emergency U.S. military deployments in time of war or national emergency.

7. Special Circumstances Relating to the Guidelines 5 CFR 1320.5 

There are no special circumstances that require the collection of information to be conducted in a manner described below:

· Requiring respondents to report information to MARAD more often than quarterly;
· Requiring respondents to prepare a written response in fewer than 30 days after receipt of a collection instrument;
· Requiring respondents to submit more than one original copy of any document;
· Requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records for more than three years;
· Requiring the use of any statistical data that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;
· Requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;
· Requiring any pledge of confidentiality; or 
· Requiring respondents to submit any proprietary or trade secrets.

8. Public Comments in Response to the Federal Register Notice and Outside Consultation 

MARAD will publish both a 60-day and a 30-day Federal Register Notice to solicit public comments.

MARAD has consulted with and incorporated the recommendations of US Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM), SDDC, and other member agencies of the interagency National Port Readiness Network (NPRN).  MARAD also consults regularly, and at least quarterly, with each strategic commercial seaport regarding their readiness reporting and has received no objections or recommended changes.  MARAD has further attended several meetings of Commercial Strategic Seaport Port Readiness Committees during spring-summer 2025, where it further consulted with ports and other stakeholders on this topic and received no comments. 

9. Explanation of Any Payments or Gifts to Respondents

No payments or gifts are or will be provided to respondents.

10. Assurance of Confidentiality and Protection of Privacy 

All data collected from the strategic commercial seaports is stored at and can be accessed only by other NPRN agencies/commands on the NPRN Portal, a secure site on the Department of Homeland Security’s Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN).   Due to the business sensitivity and national security implications of the collected information, MARAD will claim statutory exemptions (#1 – national security and #4 - confidential commercial information) to prevent release, if we receive any Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests.

11. Justification for Sensitive Questions 
 
There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

12. Estimates of Annualized Burden Hours 

a. Estimated Annualized Burden Hours

Personnel from approximately seventeen (17) Strategic Commercial Seaports will each take an hour (1) to prepare each required quarterly report (4 reports annually per respondent) for this collection. Therefore, the total annualized burden associated with this collection is 68, which can be calculated as shown in the table below:  
    		                                
	Number of
Respondents
	
	Responses
per
Respondent
	
	Total
Responses
Annually
	
	Hours
per
Response
	
	Total
Hours
Annually

	17
	*
	4
	=
	68
	*
	1
	=
	68



A determination of the estimated number of hours required per response was made after consultation with several respondents.

b. Estimated Annualized Cost Burden 

The Bureau of Labor and Statistics (BLS)[footnoteRef:2] that the average hourly wage of a General and Operations Manager (11-1021) is $ 64.00. When combined the total compensation rate of 29%[footnoteRef:3], the annualized hourly rate is: $ 82.56. [2:  The hourly wage estimate is taken from current BLS tables: https://data.bls.gov/oes/#/industry/000000 .]  [3:  Per BLS Employee Compensation Memo, the total compensation rate for the private sector is 29%, :https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf] 


It is estimated that one employee spends approximately one hour of their time collecting and assimilating the information submitted with each response.  Therefore, the total annualized cost burden associated with preparing and submitting data for this collection is $ 5,614.08, which can be calculated as follows:

	Title and Code of  Respondents
	Hourly Wage
	Compensation Rate of 29%
	
	Number of Employees
	
	Total Annualized Burden Hours
	
	Total Annualized Cost Burden

	General and Operations Manager (11-1021) 
	$64.00
	$82.56
	
*
	1
	
*
	68
	=
	$  5,614.08


13. Estimate of the Total Annual Cost Burden to Respondents or Recordkeepers 

(a) Total Capital and Start-Up Costs Estimate:  There are no capital or start-up costs associated with this information collection.

(b)  Total Operation and Maintenance and Purchase of Services Estimate:  There are no operation and maintenance costs associated with this information collection.  

14. Estimates of Federal Government Costs  

The total annual cost to the Federal Government for processing the collection is 
$  9,731.82.

According to the Office of Personnel Management (OPM)[footnoteRef:4] wage tables, the hourly wage for a GS-14 (step 3) employee with a Washington -Baltimore-Arlington locality pay is  $72.83. When combined with the Federal Employee Compensation rate of 31%[footnoteRef:5], the total hourly wage rate for this employee is $ 95.41. This employee is estimated to take approximately 1.5 hours per quarter to obtain and collate each quarterly response. Therefore, the total combined costs associated with this effort is $  9,731.82, which can be calculated as shown in the table below: [4:  The hourly Federal Government wage is taken from OPM 2024 wage tables: https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/25Tables/html/DCB_h.aspx ]  [5:  Per BLS Employee Compensation Memo, the total compensation rate for the Federal Government  is 31%,  :https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf] 


	FTE Grade and Step & CRF Program Related  Task
	Hourly Wage
	Average Hourly Wage Rate with 31% Compensation   
	
	Total Employees 
	
	Total Time for Per application  ( Avg. Hours)
	
	Total  Reports 
	
	Frequency of Reports
	
	Total Federal Government Wages

	GS 14 (Step 3): Obtain and collate each report
	$ 72.83 
	 $  95.41 
	
*
	1
	
*
	1.5
	
*
	17
	
*
	4
	
=
	[bookmark: _Hlk194496904]$  9,731.82



15. Explanation of  Program Changes or Adjustments 

[bookmark: _Hlk70314018]There are no changes to this collection since the last renewal.

16. Publication of Data Collection Results 

There are no plans to publish the results of this information collection.  Since this information collection summarizes readiness of the nation’s ports to support military deployments, the results are for official use only by MARAD and the Department of Defense.  Due to the information’s business sensitivity and national security implications, MARAD does not intend to disseminate the results of this information collection to the public.

17. Display of the OMB Expiration Date 

MARAD is not seeking approval to avoid displaying the expiration date.
 
18. Exception to the Certification Statement 

There are no exceptions to the certificate statement.
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