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1. Circumstances Making the Collection of Information Necessity
	The Current Population Survey-Child Support Supplement (CPS-CSS, Child Support Supplement, (CSS) or Supplement) information collection helps the Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE) understand the child support landscape and effectiveness of the child support program and helps to inform policy decisions.  

	The CPS-CSS, last conducted in 2023, was added to the CPS in 2006 as part of a data collection series that the federal government started in 1979 in response to a recommendation by the Conference on Issues in Federal Statistical Needs Relating to Women. As in prior years, the Census Bureau, through an interagency agreement with OCSE, collects the information on child support as a supplement to the monthly CPS. The next survey will take place in April 2026. 

	The information collection activities associated with the CPS-CSS are authorized by 13 U.S.C. 182, which allows the Secretary of Commerce to conduct surveys necessary to furnish annual and other interim current data on the subjects covered by the census, and Title IV-D of the Social Security Act, which authorizes OCSE to sponsor the CPS-CSS. 

	This request is for a revision of a currently approved information collection. See section A15 for an explanation of changes.

2.	Purpose and Use of the Information Collection
The CPS-CSS collects information on characteristics of parents who receive child support and the types of financial arrangements made to support children who have a parent living elsewhere.  The Supplement includes details about child support agreements, required payments, and actual amounts received.  OCSE will compile the survey outcomes and compare responses to similar questions asked of individuals interviewed through the Annual Social and Economic Supplement (ASEC), conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau.  The combination of data from these two supplements yields a detailed socioeconomic picture of parents eligible to receive child support. 

	Information collected for the CPS-CSS provides OCSE with a nationwide assessment of the need for and effectiveness of the child support program and helps OCSE align the child support program to meet the needs of families it serves. CPS-CSS information helps legislators and policymakers determine how effective legislative efforts are to strengthen child support services, improve the lives of families eligible for child support, and reduce the reliance of low-income families on public assistance programs. 
	
	OCSE shares the survey analysis with child support agencies through informal communications and presentations at conferences and to the public through blogs and reports posted on its website. The most recent report describing the population it serves is posted here:     https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ocse/characteristics_cps_and_their_children.pdf 


	The Census Bureau publishes tabulations based on the CPS-CSS here:
	https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2022/demo/families/2022-cps-childsupport.html

The Census Bureau also publishes a report based on the CPS-CSS here:  https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2020/demo/p60-269.pdf

	The Census Bureau also provides public use microdata from the survey and data documentation here:      
 	https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/cps/cps-supp_cps-repwgt/cps-childsupport.html
	
3.	Use of Improved Information Technology and Burden Reduction
[bookmark: _Hlk99532753][bookmark: _Hlk99532706]The Census Bureau uses personal visits and telephone interviews, computer-assisted telephone interviewing (CATI), and computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI) to conduct the survey. These methods are the most appropriate collection tools for the survey respondents and the existing technology. 

Advanced technology options will improve the respondent’s experience and the response rate; therefore, the Census Bureau and the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) are in the early stages of a multi-year effort to improve and modernize the operations of the CPS-CSS.  One of the largest efforts is the introduction of an Internet-based self-response platform by 2027.

4.	Efforts to Identify Duplication and Use of Similar Information
	OCSE consulted with other government agencies, including the U.S. Census Bureau, and determined that the CPS-CSS is the only source of current national data that meets mandated information requirements. No other survey replicates the statistical reliability and child support content provided by the CPS-CSS data. The March ASEC does collect information on receipt of child support and TANF; however, it does not obtain the depth and scope of the information collected by the CPS-CSS. To avoid duplication of data collection and reduce the respondent burden, this supplement is only collected in households that were interviewed in both March and April. The information collected in April is then matched to that obtained in March. The combined files maximize the amount of data available while minimizing costs and burden to the respondent.

	The following person at the U.S. Census Bureau has been in continuous consultation with OCSE concerning the development of the CPS-CSS:
Tim J. Marshall
Assistant Survey Director
Current Population Surveys
Associate Directorate Demographic Programs
U.S. Census Bureau
(301) 763-3769
Cell:  202-306-1254


5.	Impact on Small Businesses or Other Small Entities
	Not applicable.

6.	Consequences of Collecting the Information Less Frequently 
	Since 1979, the CPS-CSS has been conducted biannually.  Because the effectiveness of child support services effects the amount of public assistance these families receive, failure to collect current and accurate details on child support may result in the misapplication of child support efforts in areas that have little or no return for the resources used. Less frequent collection of data would delay analysis and could result in improper allocation of child support enforcement resources and increased reliance on public assistance. 

7.	Special Circumstances Relating to the Guidelines of 5 CFR 1320.5
	Not applicable. 

8. Comments in Response to the Federal Register Notice and Efforts to Consult Outside the Agency
In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13) and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) regulations at 5 CFR Part 1320 (60 FR 44978, August 29, 1995), ACF published a notice in the Federal Register at 87 FR 6568 on May 6, 2025. The notice announced that OCSE intends to seek OMB approval of an information collection and provides 60 days for the public to submit written comments about this information collection activity. OCSE did not receive any comments. 

9.  Explanation of Any Payment or Gift to Respondents
	Not applicable. 

10.	Assurance of Confidentiality Provided to Respondents
All information collected by Census Bureau employees is held in strict confidence under Title 13, United States Code, Section 9. Each Census Bureau employee has taken an oath to protect the confidentiality of respondents’ data and is subject to imprisonment, a substantial fine, or both, if the employee discloses any information that is provided in the survey. 
 
The Census Bureau complies with the Privacy Act of 1974 (Privacy Act) requirements in terms of notice to the respondent. Each sample household receives an advance letter that includes Privacy Act information, the voluntary nature of the survey, and the estimated time required for participating. Interviewers will provide a copy of the letter and allow sufficient time for the respondent to read it if the respondent did not receive an original letter.  Interviewers will also provide the respondent with a copy of The U.S. Census Bureau Respects Your Privacy and Protects Your Personal Information pamphlet, which states the confidentiality assurances under Title 13 associated with this data collection effort and the Census Bureau's past performance in assuring confidentiality. 

Personal information collected in the Supplement includes respondent’s name and the age of all children.  Personal information is removed prior to delivery of the data product to OCSE.  

Census Bureau staff are periodically required to complete privacy and confidentiality policy training. Access to survey information is restricted to authorized personnel only and it is monitored, tracked, or recorded on FedRAMP-approved computer systems that comply with the Federal Information Security Modernization Act (FISMA) and OMB Circular A-130. The Census Bureau ensures that any PII or sensitive information is protected according to federal requirements.  The data is sent to OCSE using encryption software to protect against unapproved use of the data.  The Census Bureau also performs non-disclosure techniques such as top coding of continuous variables, collapsing, and suppression of any information, as needed.  For tabulation purposes, the bureau does not provide any information that would identify a population of less than 10,000.  
 
11.	Justification for Sensitive Questions
	Not applicable.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk99612528]Estimates of Annualized Burden Hours and Costs
Estimated Burden Hours 
In 2023, the Census Bureau pre-selected households for the CSS based on the demographic information collected earlier in the CPS to improve data quality.  As part of the core CPS, the Census Bureau now collects information about the family relationships among all the individuals in the household, which includes the biological, adopted, step, or foster parents for each child.  The Census Bureau used this information to identify which households have children under 21 who are not living with both of their biological or adopted parents.  These households were then asked screening questions for the Child Support Supplement. 

After completing the 2023 CPS-CSS, the Census Bureau calculated the time it took to conduct the 2023 interview using audit trails from the completed cases. The 2026 estimated annualized burden hours has been reduced to reflect this information.  

Estimated Cost to Respondents 
The cost to respondents was calculated using the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) job code for Social and Human Services Assistants [21-1093] and wage data from May 2024 which is $22.64 per hour. To account for fringe benefits and overhead the rate was multiplied by two, which is $45.28.  https://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes211093.htm

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES 
	Information Collection Title
	Number of Respondents
	Number of Responses Per Respondent
	Average Burden Hours Per Response
	Total Burden Hours
	Average Hourly Wage
	Total Annual Cost

	Current Population Survey-Child Support Supplement
	4,500*
	1
	0.0667
	300
	$45.28
	$13,584


*See Supporting Statement Part B. 
13.	Estimate of Other Total Annual Cost Burden to Respondents and Record Keepers
	There are no other burden costs imposed on the respondents. 

[bookmark: _Hlk99609944]14. Annualized Cost to the Federal Government  
The cost for OCSE to conduct the CPS-CSS questions is estimated to be $685,000 in fiscal year 2026 and includes:
· Employee labor and materials for developing computer systems, screens, or reports to support the collection
· Employee labor and materials for collecting the information
· Employee labor and materials for analyzing, evaluating, summarizing, and/or reporting on the collected information

15.	Explanation for Program Changes or Adjustments
OCSE revised the CPS-CSS booklet and the burden estimates. 

CPS-CSS Booklet Revisions
OCSE revised 10 questions; deleted eight questions that are no longer needed; added one new question; reinstated 10 questions from the 2020 CPS-CSS that were not asked in 2023; and pre-selected 4,500 households to survey in 2026. Attachment A summarizes changes to the 2020 CPS-CSS booklet. 

Burden Estimates
Updated burden estimates reflect the estimated number of respondents in 2026 (see Supporting Statement B) and a reduction in the estimated average time per response. The estimated time per response was reduced because, prior to 2023, the Census Bureau developed estimates from anecdotal information that did not fully consider that many respondents only qualified for a small number of initial survey questions, which caused inflated burden hours and costs. Due to the revised methodology, explained under #12, OCSE and the Census Bureau determined the response changed from about 20 minutes to about four minutes.  

Overall burden has been reduced based on these changes. 

16.	Plans for Tabulation and Publication and Project Time Schedule
	The Census Bureau will conduct the CPS-CSS between April 19 and April 25, 2026. A report based on the data will be published and posted here: https://www.census.gov/topics/families/child-support.html.  The expected publication date for this report is not set. The Census Bureau also publishes tabulations based on the CPS-CSS and provides public use microdata from the survey and data documentation. 
	
	Additionally, OCSE shares the survey analysis with child support agencies through informal communications and presentations at conferences and to the public through blogs and reports posted on its website. 

17.	Reason(s) Display of OMB Expiration Date is Inappropriate
	Like the previous approval, OCSE will not display an OMB control number and expiration date on the CSS booklet.  The CSS component of the survey is administered as part of the Census Bureau CPS monthly interview and the CPS has a different OMB control number than the CSS component.  The two OMB control numbers and expiration dates confuse respondents, so OCSE and the Census Bureau agreed to include the CPS OMB control number and expiration date for the basic interview, which is included in the advance letter the Census Bureau sends to respondents.  

18.	Exceptions to the Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions
	Not applicable. 
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