Attachment A
	Proposed Changes to the 2026 CPS-CSS

	Survey Question #
	Existing Survey Question 
	Revised / New Survey Question
	Delete / Revise / New / Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Justification for Change

	S101a
	Was child support paid for (name/you) last year?
	Did (name) or (name)’s parent receive any child support payments last year?
	Revise
	Revised for clarity and respondent-centered phrasing; interviewer instruction retained.

	S103c
	Did ^YOUNAMEMOMDAD ever attempt to contact ^NAME's other parent?
	Did (name)’s parent ever have any type of child support agreement or attempt to have a child support agreement?
	Revise
	Shifted focus from contact attempts to agreement attempts.

	S306
	During ^CURRENT YEAR-1, how often was the other parent SUPPOSED to make these payments? (Responses include 'Other')
	During ^CURRENT YEAR-1, how often was the other parent SUPPOSED to make these payments? (Responses include 'Some other way')
	Revise
	Updated “other” response category for consistency and clarity.

	S321
	How often was Child/Children's other parent SUPPOSED TO make these payments? (Responses include 'Other')
	How often was Child/Children's other parent SUPPOSED TO make these payments? (Responses include 'Some other way')
	Revise
	Updated “other” response category for consistency and clarity.

	S341
	Who was SUPPOSED TO provide health insurance...? (Responses include 'Other')
	Who was SUPPOSED TO provide health insurance...? (Responses include 'Some other arrangement')
	Revise
	Replaced vague 'Other' with more descriptive category.

	S377A
	N/A
	(If AGE of Child > 17) (CHILD) was too old for child support.
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Restored item from 2020 to maintain comparability with prior survey cycle.

	S377B-D
	N/A
	Reasons: Child stays part-time; Other parent provides what they can; Did not feel need to go legal.
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Reinstated items from 2020 to ensure comprehensive coverage of informal arrangements.

	S377E-H
	N/A
	Reasons: Did not want contact; Did not want support; Other parent cannot afford; Could not locate.
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Reintroduced prior items to capture reasons for no legal arrangement.

	S377H1-3
	N/A
	New reasons: Worried about arguments; Afraid of reaction; Unsafe to have contact.
	New
	Added to capture safety and relational dynamics not previously measured.

	S377I
	N/A
	Reason: Legal paternity/parentage not established.
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Restored item to capture important legal status determinant.

	S378
	N/A
	Why no legal agreement (reasons include other parent in jail, deceased, abroad, split custody, self-support, recent separation, other).
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Reintroduced to capture additional situational barriers.

	S379
	N/A
	Other than reasons already told, was there another reason for no agreement?
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Restored to ensure comprehensive response coverage.

	S380
	N/A
	What was that? (reasons include jail, deceased, abroad, split custody, self-support, recent separation, other).
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Reinstated to follow up open-ended responses with structured coding.

	S377Pr
	There are many reasons why a parent might not have a legal agreement... Which of the following best describes why...?
	N/A
	Delete
	Removed to avoid redundancy; replaced by expanded S377 series.

	S377a1
	Reasons why no legal agreement (Child too old for support).
	N/A
	Delete
	Deleted from this section and moved to S377A under Add Back for clarity.

	S377b1
	Reasons why no legal agreement (Legal paternity not established).
	N/A
	Delete
	Deleted from this section and moved to S377I under Add Back for clarity.

	S377c
	Reasons why no legal agreement (multi-list including child stays part-time, cannot afford, etc.).
	N/A
	Delete
	Deleted from this section. Multiple items in S377 series now address this item.

	S401as
	Please explain (verbatim).
	N/A
	Delete
	Removed redundant open-text item.

	S402A
	N/A
	Contact about finding the other parent.
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Restored from 2020 to capture full spectrum of child support office contacts.

	S402B
	N/A
	Contact about establishing paternity.
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Reintroduced item to cover critical paternity establishment.

	S402
	N/A
	Contact about legal agreement, collecting, changing amount, health insurance, Medicaid/welfare.
	Add Back from 2020 CPS-CSS
	Restored series of contact items for completeness.

	S402A-H
	Which of the following things were you in contact with a child support office about:
	N/A
	Delete
	Removed to improve formatting; replaced with itemized S402 series.

	S404a
	Reasons why hard to work with program (multi-select list ending with 'Other').
	Reasons why hard to work with program (multi-select list ending with 'Some other reason').
	Revise
	Updated “other” response category for consistency and clarity.

	S404as
	Enter verbatim response.
	N/A
	Delete
	Removed unnecessary probe item.

	S404b
	Do you have suggestions on how to improve services?
	N/A
	Delete
	Removed; feedback captured in other evaluation items.

	S404be
	Please explain (verbatim).
	N/A
	Delete
	Removed redundant open-text field.

	S611
	Other parent did any of the following (multi-select list).
	Other parent did any of the following (each asked separately with Yes/No).
	Revise
	Changed format from multi-select to separate Yes/No to improve clarity and analysis.

	S701
	Is this first marriage or married before? (First marriage; Married before; Other)
	Is this first marriage or married before? (First marriage; Married before; Some other response)
	Revise
	Simplified Question




