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Welcome to the LEA Program Survey!
You should have received a personal identification number (PIN) to gain access to this survey. Please enter it below, and then click the “Login” button.
If you do not have your PIN, please contact NORC-NSSES@norc.org or call our study toll-free number at (888) 872-0626.
Please enter your PIN: [PIN] [PIN entry field]
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid Office of Management and Budget (OMB) control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1850-0952. Approval expires 11/30/2026. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information requested. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or suggestions for improving the survey instrument, please write to U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202.
Assurance of Confidentiality: Study materials shared with teachers, providers, and LEA and school staff describe the ways in which respondents and their responses will be kept confidential, including the following assurance of confidentiality statement: “Information collected for this study comes under the confidentiality and data protection requirements of the Institute of Education Sciences (The Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part E, Section 183). Responses to this data collection will be used by the U.S. Department of Education, its contractors, and collaborating researchers only for statistical purposes. Individual respondents will never be identified, and responses to survey questions may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as required by law (20U.S.C. §9573 and 6 U.S.C. §151).”

ADD LEAD TEXT HERE
INTRODUCTION_1
[Please label this screen with “Introduction” at the top] 
The National Study of Special Education Spending (NSSES) is an important new study sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education. This survey is designed to collect information about the special education programs for students in your local education agency (LEA). This information will help us understand differences across LEAs in how much is spent to educate students who are eligible to receive special education. The NSSES is being conducted for the U.S. Department of Education by the American Institutes for Research; Allovue, a PowerSchool company; and NORC at the University of Chicago.
This survey collects important information about your LEA’s special education program. We will use this information to develop national estimates for what it costs LEAs to operate their special education programs. 
Participation is voluntary, and you may discontinue participation at any time; however, your participation is very important.
If you have any questions or concerns, you may email us at NORC-NSSES@norc.org or call our study toll-free number at (888) 872-0626. You can also visit the following website for additional information: XXXXXXX. 
Thank you very much for your help.



INTRODUCTION_2
LEA Program Survey
This survey is estimated to take about 30–45 minutes of staff time and should be completed by the special education director or administrator in your LEA.
This survey is best viewed using a laptop, desktop, or large tablet device. Please avoid using smaller mobile devices, such as a cellular telephone, because some of the survey items may be difficult to view on those smaller devices. 
Move forward or backward one question at a time by clicking on the “Next” or “Previous” buttons at the bottom of every screen.
Wording that appears as blue and underlined indicates that further help text is available if you click on the text. 
You can save your work and complete the survey later by clicking the “Save & Exit” button. If you need to exit the survey without clicking the “Save & Exit” button, you will need to wait 10 minutes before you can re-enter the survey. All responses that you provided to that point are saved. 
If at any time you need to log back into the survey, you will need your PIN, which will be displayed on the screen after you click the “Save & Exit” button.



CONTACT
CONTACT INFORMATION
Thank you again for taking part in this very important study. 
Please confirm that the following information we have about you is correct:
	First Name: 

	Last Name: 

	District Name: 

	Email Address: 



Is this correct?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Yes…………..1 -> 
No……………2 -> GO TO ZCONTACT_2 




[CONTACT_2]
Please update the following information. 
What is your first name? 	
What is your last name? 	 
What is the name of the district at which you work? 	
What is your email address? 	 
Role
Please describe your current position at {{DISTNAME }}. 
	

	[bookmark: _Toc176362862]Section A. Evaluation

	This section asks about the number of K–12 students evaluated or re-evaluated for special education eligibility. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Student enrollment
Budgeting documents

	1.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, how many K–12 students in your LEA were evaluated for special education eligibility?
Help text: Include summer 2024 in the 2023–2024 school year.
a. ________ K–12 students evaluated for special education
b. ________ K–12 students evaluated for continuing eligibility (i.e., re-evaluation)
c. This information is unavailable at the LEA level.

	2.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students were newly identified for special education?
Help text: Newly identified refers to a student who did not have an individualized education program (IEP) during the 2022–2023 school year receiving an IEP during the 2023–2024 school year. 
1. ________ students were newly identified for special education
1. Don’t know

	3.
	In your LEA, does the LEA or school have the responsibility for evaluating students for special education eligibility? 
1. LEA
1. School 
1. Other (please specify): ________




	[bookmark: _Toc176362863]Section B. Dispute Resolution Activities

	This section asks about the dispute resolution activities in place in your LEA. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Human resources staffing documents
Budget documents
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Section 618 reporting documents

	4.
	Please report the total number of written, signed complaints filed with the state education agency (SEA) between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024:
Help text: Written signed complaints are signed, written documents submitted to the SEA by an individual or organization (complainant) that allege a violation of a requirement of Part B of IDEA of 34 CFR Part 300 and include cases in which some required content is absent from the document.
_______ complaints filed with the SEA 

	5.
	Please report the total number of written, signed complaints with a written decision from SEA between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024:
Help text: Written signed complaints are signed, written documents submitted to the SEA by an individual or organization (complainant) that allege a violation of a requirement of Part B of IDEA of 34 CFR Part 300 and include cases in which some required content is absent from the document.
_______ complaints filed with the SEA resolved 

	6.
	Please report the number of mediation requests for dispute resolution that have resulted in mediations held between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024: 
Help text: Mediations are processes conducted by a qualified and impartial mediator to resolve a disagreement between a parent and public agency that was initiated by the filing of a due process complaint or included issues that were the subject of a due process complaint.
_______ mediation cases 

	7.
	Please report the number of:
1. Mediations held not related to due process complaints that resulted in mediation agreements between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024:
Help text: Mediations are processes conducted by a qualified and impartial mediator to resolve a disagreement between a parent and public agency that was initiated by the filing of a due process complaint or included issues that were the subject of a due process complaint. Due process complaints are filings by a parent or public agency to initiate an impartial due process hearing on matters relating to the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of a child with a disability or the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child.
_______  mediations
j. Mediations held related to due process complaints that resulted in mediation agreements between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024:
_______ mediations
1. Mediation requests that were withdrawn or not held between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024:
_______ mediations

	8.
	Please report the total number of due process complaints filed between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024:
Help text: Due process complaints are filings by a parent or public agency to initiate an impartial due process hearing on matters relating to the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of a child with a disability, or the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child.
_______ due process complaints 

	9.
	Please report the total number of: 
1. Resolution meetings that resulted in a written settlement agreement between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024: _______
Help text: Resolution meetings are meetings convened by the LEA, between the parent(s) and school personnel, to discuss the parent’s due process complaint and the facts that form the basis of the due process complaint so that the LEA has the opportunity to resolve the dispute that is the basis for the due process complaint.
1. Due process complaints that resulted in hearings fully adjudicated between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024: _______
Help text: Due process complaints are filings by a parent or public agency to initiate an impartial due process hearing on matters relating to the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of a child with a disability or the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child.
1. Due process complaints that were withdrawn or dismissed (including resolved without a hearing) between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024: _______
Help text: Due process complaints are filings by a parent or public agency to initiate an impartial due process hearing on matters relating to the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of a child with a disability or the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child.




	[bookmark: _Toc176362864]Section C. Extended School Year

	This section asks about student participation and LEA expenditures on extended school year services. Extended school year services are special education and related services that are provided as part of a student’s IEP beyond the normal school year, such as during summer break. 
LEAs that operate year-round schools may provide extended year services during breaks in the school year. If your LEA operates a year-round school, please complete the questions in this section in reference to your LEA’s extended breaks. 
It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Student enrollment
Budget documents

	10.
	During summer 2024, did your LEA’s special education office provide extended school year services for students with IEPs?
a. Yes
b. No

	10a.
	If 10=Yes: 
For how many students did the LEA provide extended school year services during summer 2024?
a. _______ students
b. Don’t know

	10b.
	If 10=Yes: 
For how many weeks during summer 2024 did the LEA provide extended school year services?
1. _______ weeks
1. Don’t know




	[bookmark: _Toc176362865]Section D. High-Cost Funds

	This section asks about state-established high-cost funds and how LEAs use high-cost funds. High-cost funds help offset the financial impact on LEAs that provide educational services to students with disabilities who have more intensive needs. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Budget documents
Student enrollment

	11.
	Does your state maintain a high-cost fund? 
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know

	11a.
	If 11=Yes:
During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, how many students did your LEA seek reimbursement for from the state’s high-cost fund? Enter 0 if you did not seek reimbursement from the state for any students.
1. _______ students
1. Don’t know

	11b.
	If 11a>0
Did your LEA receive all the funding requested from the state’s high-cost fund?
1. Yes
1. No

	11c.
	If 11b=No
During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, for how many students did your LEA receive reimbursement for? Enter 0 if you did not receive reimbursement from the state for any students.
1. _______ students
1. Don’t know

	11d.
	During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, what was the total amount of funding from the state high-cost fund received by your LEA?
1. $___________
1. Don’t know




	[bookmark: _Toc176362866]Section E. Medicaid Reimbursement

	This section asks about Medicaid reimbursement. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Student enrollment information
Budget documents

	12.
	During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, did your LEA use Medicaid/Title XIX funding to pay for services for students with IEPs in grades K–12?
1. Yes
1. No

	12a.
	If 12=Yes
For students with IEPs in grades K–12, what were Medicaid funds used to support during the 2023–2024 fiscal year? (Select all that apply.)
1. Disability screening and diagnosis
1. Case management and referrals to services
1. Outreach and facilitating eligibility determinations for Medicaid
1. Equipment and assistive technologies
1. Transportation services
1. Mental and behavioral health services
1. Occupational therapy
1. Personal aide services
1. Physical therapy
1. Speech therapy
1. Other (please specify): _________

	12b.
	If 12=Yes
During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, did reimbursement funds go to the state or the LEA? 
1. State
1. LEA

	12c.
	If 12b=State
During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, did your LEA receive any of the reimbursement funds that went to the state, or were the reimbursement funds kept by the state?
1. LEA received any reimbursement funds that went to the state
1. Reimbursement funds were kept by the state


	12d.
	If 12=a
During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, what was the total Medicaid reimbursement received by your LEA?
$_____________




	[bookmark: _Toc176362867]Section F. Multitiered Systems of Support

	This section asks questions about multitiered systems of support (MTSS) in your LEA. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section:
General education program information

	13.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA require schools to implement MTSS? 
MTSS uses universal screening and progress monitoring to identify students in need of more academic and/or behavioral support, with more intensive services for the students who need them. Some examples of MTSS include Schoolwide Positive Behavior Supports and Response to Intervention. 
1. Yes 
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain

	13a.
	If 13=Yes
Does your LEA require the use of MTSS to identify students with specific learning disabilities? 
1. Yes 
1. No 
1. Don’t know/uncertain




	[bookmark: _Toc176362868]Section G. Prekindergarten

	This section asks about the presence of prekindergarten. 

	14.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA provide public prekindergarten services? 
1. Yes
1. No

	14a.
	If 14=Yes
Who provides special education services to students with IEPs who participate in the LEA’s public prekindergarten program?
1. LEA staff
1. Outside provider
1. Both LEA staff and outside provider
1. Don’t know




	[bookmark: _Toc176362869]Section H. Service Arrangements

	This section asks how your LEA provides special education services to students and the number of students to whom your LEA provides services.
It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Student information system
Student IEP information
Budget documents

	15.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA have students with disabilities who resided in your LEA but received some or all special education or related services from sharing arrangements with other school LEAs, such as a district consortium or district cooperative?
District sharing arrangements do not include state-run schools or schools or programs operated by a separate administrative unit established by the state to serve a regional group of school districts. District sharing arrangements usually involve LEAs sharing in the provision of services—for example, providing services to students with low-incidence disabilities. Such district consortia or district cooperatives may have independent budgets and directors. Direct service staff (e.g., special education teachers) or administrative and direct service responsibilities may be shared across districts. If you are uncertain if this applies to your LEA, mark “don’t know/uncertain.”
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	15a.
	If 15=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities who resided in your LEA received special education or related services from sharing arrangements with other school districts, such as a district consortium or district cooperative?
______ students

	15b.
	If 15=Yes
Who claims responsibility for the students who receive special education or related services from sharing arrangements with other LEAs for state special education reporting purposes? 
a. Your LEA
b. Other LEA(s)/the consortium or cooperative 
c. Both 

	15c.
	If 15=Yes
Does your LEA receive federal IDEA Part B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or state special education funding for the students who receive special education or related services from sharing arrangements with other LEAs? 
1. Yes
1. No

	16.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA have students with disabilities who resided in your LEA but received special education or related services from a separate administrative unit established by the state that serves a regional group of LEAs but operates independently from LEAs? 
Do not include state-operated schools or private schools. 
The administrative unit may provide various special education services such as special schools or classrooms for certain low-incidence or high-cost students. Such services may include direct instructional or related services or administrative and support services related to the special education program. Examples include the Intermediate Units (IUs) in Pennsylvania, the Administrative Educational Areas (AEAs) in Iowa, and the Boards of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) in New York.
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	16a. 
	If 16=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities who resided in your LEA received special education or related services from a separate administrative unit? 
________ students

	16b.
	If 16=Yes
Who claims responsibility for the students who received special education or related services from a separate administrative unit for state special education reporting purposes? 
1. Your LEA
1. Other LEA(s) or the separate administrative unit
1. Both

	16c.
	If 16=Yes
Does your LEA receive federal IDEA Part B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or state special education funding for students who received special education or related services from a separate administrative unit? 
1. Yes 
1. No

	17.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA have students with disabilities who resided in your LEA but received special education or related services from a state-operated school? 
State-operated schools are independent schools that serve a particular type of student (e.g., students with significant visual or auditory impairments). These schools are run and staffed by the state. 
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	17a.
	If 17=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities who resided in your LEA received special education or related services from a state-operated school? 
________ students

	17b.
	If 17=Yes
Who claims responsibility for the students who received special education or related services from a state-operated school for state special education reporting purposes? 
1. Your LEA
1. Other LEA(s) or the state-operated school
1. Both

	17c.
	If 17=Yes
Does your LEA receive federal IDEA Part B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or state special education funding for students with disabilities who received special education or related services from a separate state-operated school? 
1. Yes 
1. No

	18.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA have students with disabilities who resided in your LEA but received special education or related services from a private school that received tuition payments from the LEA or state? 
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	18a.
	If 18=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities who resided in your LEA received special education or related services from a private school that received tuition payments from the LEA or state?
_______ students

	18b.
	If 18=Yes
Who claims responsibility for the students who received special education or related services from a private school that received tuition payments from the LEA or state for state special education reporting purposes? 
1. Your LEA
1. Other LEA(s) or the private school
1. Both

	18c.
	If 18=Yes
Does your LEA receive federal IDEA Part B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or state special education funding for students with disabilities who received special education or related services from a private school that received tuition payments from the LEA or state?
1. Yes 
1. No

	19.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA have students with disabilities who resided in your LEA and received special education or related services in a homebound or hospital setting? 
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	19a.
	If 19=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities who resided in your LEA received special education or related services in a homebound or hospital setting?
_______ students in a homebound setting
_______ students in a hospital setting

	19b.
	If 19=Yes
Who claims responsibility for the students who received special education or related services in a homebound or hospital setting for state special education reporting purposes? 
1. Your LEA
1. Other LEA(s) 
1. Both

	19c.
	If 19=Yes
Does your LEA receive federal IDEA Part B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or state special education funding for students with disabilities who received special education or related services in a homebound or hospital setting?
1. Yes 
1. No

	20.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA support students with disabilities who resided in your LEA but were homeschooled or parentally placed in private schools? 
Students who are homeschooled or parentally placed in private schools may still have evaluations conducted by the LEA, have IEPs developed by the LEA, or receive special education or related services from the LEA.
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	20a.
	If 20=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities who resided in your LEA but were homeschooled or parentally placed in private schools received support from the LEA?
_______ students

	20b.
	If 20=Yes
Who claims responsibility for students with disabilities who were homeschooled or parentally placed in private schools and received support from the LEA for state special education reporting purposes? 
1. Your LEA
1. Other LEA(s) 
1. Both

	20c.
	If 20=Yes
Does your LEA receive federal IDEA Part B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or state special education funding for students with disabilities who were homeschooled or parentally placed in private schools and received support from the LEA? 
1. Yes 
1. No

	21.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA provide special education or related services to students with disabilities who resided in another LEA?
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	21a.
	If 21=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities from other LEAs did your LEA provide with special education or related services?
_______ students

	21b.
	If 21=Yes
Who claims responsibility for the students from other LEAs who your LEA provided special education or related services to? 
1. Your LEA
1. Other LEA(s) 
1. Both

	21c.
	If 21=Yes
Does your LEA receive federal IDEA Part B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or state special education funding for students from other LEAs for whom your LEA provides special education or related services? 
1. Yes 
1. No

	22.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA operate any special schools for students with disabilities (e.g., a school for the deaf, a school for students with low-incidence disabilities)?
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	22a.
	If 22=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities attended the special schools for students with disabilities operated by your LEA?
_______ students from your LEA
_______ students from other LEAs

	23.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA operate specialized programs within neighborhood schools that students with disabilities from other schools in the LEA may attend? 
For example, an LEA might operate a specialized program for students with autism spectrum disorder or for students with emotional or behavioral disorders within a neighborhood school. Specialized programs within neighborhood schools does not refer to placements that include only students from the neighborhood school. 
Help text: A neighborhood school is a public school available to students who live within a specified boundary.
1. Yes
1. No
1. Don’t know/uncertain
1. Not applicable

	23a.
	If 23=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students with disabilities attended specialized programs operated by the LEA? 
_______ students




	[bookmark: _Toc176362870]Section I. Significant Disproportionality and CEIS

	This section asks about whether the state has identified your LEA as having significant disproportionality in identification, placement, or discipline. It also asks about your LEA’s use of funds for Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS). CEIS are services provided to students in kindergarten through grade 12 who are not currently identified as needing special education or related services but who need additional academic and behavioral supports to succeed in a general education environment. CEIS can be mandatory or voluntary. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Budget documents

	24.
	In the 2023–2024 school year, did the state identify your LEA as having significant disproportionality in identification of school-age students with disabilities?
Significant disproportionality in identification occurs when LEAs identify students from any racial or ethnic group at markedly higher or lower rates than their peers. States determine whether significant disproportionality is occurring in each LEA.
1. Yes
1. No, our LEA has not been identified as having significant disproportionality in identification of school-age students with disabilities in the past 5 school years.
1. Don’t know if our LEA has been identified as having significant disproportionality in identification of school-age students with disabilities in the past 5 school years.

	25.
	In the 2023–2024 school year, did the state identify your LEA as having significant disproportionality in the placement of school-age students in particular educational settings or in least restrictive environment (LRE) placement?
Significant disproportionality in LRE placement occurs when LEAs place in more restrictive settings students from any racial or ethnic group at markedly higher or lower rates than their peers. States determine whether significant disproportionality is occurring in a given LEA.
Select all that apply:
Yes
No, our LEA has not been identified as having significant disproportionality in identification of school-age students with disabilities in the past 5 school years.
Don’t know if our LEA has been identified as having significant disproportionality in identification of school-age students with disabilities in the past 5 school years.

	26.
	In the 2023–2024 school year, did the state identify your LEA as having significant disproportionality in discipline?
Significant disproportionality in discipline occurs when districts discipline students from any racial or ethnic group at markedly higher or lower rates than their peers. States determine whether significant disproportionality is occurring in a given district.
Select all that apply:
1. Yes
1. No, our district has not been identified as having significant disproportionality in identification of school-age students with disabilities in the past 5 school years.
1. Don’t know if our district has been identified as having significant disproportionality in identification of school-age students with disabilities in the past 5 school years.

	27. 
	If LEA was not flagged for disproportionality
During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA fund any activities through voluntary CEIS funds? 
CEI are services provided to students in kindergarten through grade 12 who are not currently identified as needing special education or related services but who need additional academic and behavioral supports to succeed in a general education environment.
1. Yes
1. No
Don’t know/uncertain

	27a.
	If 27=Yes
During the 2023–2024 fiscal year, what percentage of IDEA Part B allocation did your LEA set aside for voluntary CEIS?
__________%




	[bookmark: _Toc176362871]Section J. Staffing

	This section asks about the staff employed by the LEA to support special education. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Human resources staffing documents
Budget documents
IDEA Section 618 personnel reporting documents

	
	As of your state’s IDEA child count data collection due date for the 2023–2024 school year (between October 1, 2023, and December 1, 2023), for each of the job titles listed below, how many full-time-equivalent (FTE) staff members were: 
	28. Staff employed by your LEA

# of FTE LEA staff:
	29. Staff contracted by your LEA

# of FTE contracted staff:
	30. Uncertified staff employed by your LEA

# of FTE uncertified staff: 

	a.
	Special education teachers
Help text: Teachers employed to provide special education to children with disabilities (IDEA)
	
	
	

	b.
	Special education paraprofessionals
Help text: Special education paraprofessionals are employees who provide instructional support, including those employees who 
provide one-on-one tutoring if such tutoring is scheduled at a time when a student would not otherwise receive instruction from a teacher; 
assist with classroom management, such as organizing instructional and other materials;
provide instructional assistance in a computer laboratory;
conduct parental involvement activities;
provide support in a library or media center; 
act as a translator; or 
provide instructional support services under the direct supervision of a teacher.
	
	
	

	c.
	Audiologists
Help text: Audiologists provide the following services to children with disabilities:
Identification of children with hearing loss
Determination of the range, nature, and degree of hearing loss, including referral for medical or other professional attention for the habilitation of hearing
Provision of habilitative activities, such as language habilitation, auditory training, speech reading (lipreading), hearing evaluation, and speech conservation
Creation and administration of programs for prevention of hearing loss
Counseling and guidance of children, parents, and teachers regarding hearing loss
Determination of the children’s needs for group and individual amplification, selecting and fitting an appropriate aid, and evaluating the effectiveness of amplification
	
	
	

	d.
	Counselors and rehabilitation counselors 
Help text: Counselors and rehabilitation counselors provide the following services to children with disabilities:
Guide individuals, families, groups, and communities by assisting them in problem solving, decision making, discovering meaning, and articulating goals related to personal, educational, and career development. 
Provide services in individual or group sessions that focus specifically on career development, employment preparation, achieving independence, and integration in the workplace and community of a student with a disability. 
Provide vocational rehabilitation services to a student with disabilities by vocational rehabilitation programs funded under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.
	
	
	

	e.
	Interpreters
Help text: Interpreters provide services, including the following, to children who are deaf or hard of hearing:
Oral transliteration services 
Cued language transliteration services
Sign language interpreting services
	
	
	

	f.
	Medical or nursing service staff
Help text: Medical or nursing service staff are personnel who provide medical and nursing services, including the following: 
Medical services for diagnostic and evaluation purposes to determine whether a child has a disability and the nature and extent of the special education and related services that the child needs 
Nursing services designed to enable a child with a disability to receive free appropriate public education as described in the child’s IEP, with the exception of services related to medical devices that are surgically implanted (e.g., cochlear implants).
	
	
	

	g.
	Occupational therapists
Help text: Occupational therapists provide the following services to children with disabilities:
Improving, developing, or restoring functions impaired or lost through illness, injury, or deprivation
Improving ability to perform tasks for independent functioning if functions are impaired or lost
Preventing, through early intervention, initial or further impairment or loss of function
	
	
	

	h.
	Orientation and mobility specialists
Help text: Orientation and mobility specialists are personnel who provide orientation and mobility services, including the following:
Services provided by qualified personnel to students who are blind or visually impaired to enable those students to attain systematic orientation to and safe movement within their environments in school, home, and community
Teaching students the following, as appropriate:
Spatial and environmental concepts and use of information received by the senses (e.g., sound, temperature, and vibrations) to establish, maintain, or regain orientation and line of travel (e.g., using sound at a traffic light to cross the street)
To use the long cane or a service animal to supplement visual travel skills or as a tool for safely negotiating the environment for students with no available travel vision 
To understand and use remaining vision and distance low vision aids
Other concepts, techniques, and tools 
	
	
	

	i.
	Physical education teachers and recreation and therapeutic recreation specialists
Help text: Physical education teachers and recreation and therapeutic recreation specialists provide the following services to children with disabilities:
Special physical education, adaptive physical education, movement education, or motor development to children and youth with disabilities
Assessment of leisure function
Therapeutic recreation services
Recreation programs in schools and community agencies
Leisure education
	
	
	

	j.
	Physical therapists
Help text: Physical therapists provide the following services to children with disabilities:
Screening, evaluation, and assessment of children to identify movement dysfunction
Obtaining, interpreting, and integrating information appropriate to program planning to prevent, alleviate, or compensate for movement dysfunction and related functional problems
Providing individual and group services or treatment to prevent, alleviate, or compensate for movement dysfunction and related functional problems
	
	
	

	k. 
	Psychologists
Help text: Psychologists provide the following services to children with disabilities or in evaluations for special education eligibility:
Administering psychological and educational tests and other assessment procedures
Interpreting assessment results
Obtaining, integrating, and interpreting information about child behavior and conditions relating to learning
Consulting with other staff members in planning school programs to meet the special needs of children as indicated by psychological tests, interviews, direct observations, and behavioral evaluations 
Planning and managing a program of psychological services, including psychological counseling for children and parents
Assisting in developing positive behavioral intervention strategies
Note. For reporting psychologists whose service time is divided between children with disabilities (IDEA) and children in the general population, base the reported FTE on only the percentage of time the psychologist works specifically with children receiving (or being evaluated for) special education and related services.
	
	
	

	l.
	Social workers
Help text: Social workers provide the following services to children with disabilities:
Preparing a social or developmental history on a child with a disability
Group and individual counseling with the child and family
Working in partnership with parents and others on those problems in a child’s living situation (home, school, and community) that affect the child’s adjustment in school
Mobilizing school and community resources to enable the child to learn as effectively as possible in their educational program
Assisting in developing positive behavioral intervention strategies
	
	
	

	m.
	Speech-language pathologists
Help text: Speech-language pathologists provide the following services to children with disabilities:
Identification of children with speech or language impairments
Diagnosis and appraisal of specific speech or language impairments
Referral for medical or other professional attention necessary for the habilitation of speech or language impairments
Provision of speech and language services for the habilitation or prevention of communicative impairments
Counseling and guidance of parents, children, and teachers regarding speech and language impairments
Note. Do not include speech teachers who are reported in special education teachers or special education paraprofessionals.
	
	
	

	n.
	Other (please specify): _______
	
	
	





	31. Please indicate the types of special education personnel who work with school-age children that your LEA has had difficulty hiring and retaining during the 2024–2025 school year.
Select all that apply:
	

	31a. Special education teachers who serve children in:
	Difficulty hiring personnel
	Difficulty retaining personnel
	No difficulty hiring or retaining personnel
	Not applicable

	Elementary school
	
	
	
	

	Middle school
	
	
	
	

	High school
	
	
	
	

	Vocational or alternative school
	
	
	
	

	31b. Special education teachers who primarily serve children with:
	Difficulty hiring personnel
	Difficulty retaining personnel
	No difficulty hiring or retaining personnel
	Not applicable

	Developmental delays
	
	
	
	

	Specific learning disabilities
	
	
	
	

	Emotional disturbance/behavior disorders
	
	
	
	

	Intellectual disability
	
	
	
	

	Autism
	
	
	
	

	Speech or language impairment
	
	
	
	

	Traumatic brain injury
	
	
	
	

	Sensory impairments (hearing/vision)
	
	
	
	

	Other low-incidence disabilities (e.g., other health impairments, orthopedic impairments, or multiple disabilities)
	
	
	
	

	Other disability (please specify): _______________________________
	
	
	
	

	31c. Secondary school special education teachers of:
	Difficulty hiring personnel
	Difficulty retaining personnel
	No difficulty hiring or retaining personnel
	Not applicable

	English/language arts 
	
	
	
	

	Mathematics
	
	
	
	

	Science
	
	
	
	

	Social studies (including history, civics, geography, and economics)
	
	
	
	

	Other subjects (please specify): _______________________________
	
	
	
	

	31d. Specialized instructional support personnel:
	Difficulty hiring personnel
	Difficulty retaining personnel
	No difficulty hiring or retaining personnel
	Not applicable

	Audiologists
	
	
	
	

	Behavioral analysts or experts
	
	
	
	

	Family therapists/mental health providers
	
	
	
	

	Nurses
	
	
	
	

	Pediatricians and other physicians
	
	
	
	

	Physical therapists
	
	
	
	

	Psychologists
	
	
	
	

	Occupational therapists
	
	
	
	

	Orientation/mobility specialists
	
	
	
	

	Registered dieticians
	
	
	
	

	Service coordinators
	
	
	
	

	Speech-language therapists/pathologists
	
	
	
	

	Social workers
	
	
	
	

	Teacher aides, paraprofessionals, or personal care assistants
	
	
	
	

	Transition specialists
	
	
	
	

	Vision specialists, including ophthalmologists and optometrists
	
	
	
	

	Sign language interpreters
	
	
	
	

	31e. Bilingual staff
	Difficulty hiring personnel
	Difficulty retaining personnel
	No difficulty hiring or retaining personnel
	Not applicable

	
	
	
	
	

	31f. Other staff (please specify): _______________________________
	Difficulty hiring personnel
	Difficulty retaining personnel
	No difficulty hiring or retaining personnel
	Not applicable

	
	
	
	
	




	[bookmark: _Toc176362872]Section K. Staffing Incentives 

	This section asks about staffing incentives provided by the LEA. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Human resources staffing documents

	32.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, were special education teachers placed on a higher step of the salary schedule or on a separate salary schedule from general education teachers?
1. Yes
1. No

	32a.
	If 32=Yes
During the 2023–2024 school year, how many special education teachers were placed on a higher step of the salary schedule or on a separate salary schedule?
Number of teachers: ________

	33.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA offer any of the following financial incentives to special education teachers? 
1. A signing bonus 
1. A bonus supplement to regular compensation
1. A permanent salary increase or adjustment to normal base salary
1. Relocation assistance
1. Payoff of student loans
1. None of these

	33a.
	For each selected in 33
Please report the average amount per person for each financial incentive offered by the LEA during the 2023–2024 school year.
1. A signing bonus: $_______
1. A bonus supplement to regular compensation: $_______
1. A permanent salary augmentation or adjustment to normal base salary: $_______
1. Relocation assistance: $_______
1. Payoff of student loans: $_______

	33b.
	For each selected in 33
Please report the number of special education teachers receiving the financial incentive offered by the LEA during the 2023–2024 school year. 
1. A signing bonus: _______ # of special education teachers
1. A bonus supplement to regular compensation: _______ # of special education teachers
1.  A permanent salary augmentation or adjustment to normal base salary: 
_______ # of special education teachers
1. Relocation assistance: _______ # of special education teachers
1. Payoff of student loans: _______ # of special education teachers

	34.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, did your LEA offer tuition reimbursement? 
1. Yes—all staff (general and special education)
1. Yes—special education staff
1. No
1. Other (please specify): __________

	34a.
	If 34=a or b
Please report the average amount of tuition reimbursement per person offered by the LEA during the 2023–2024 school year.
1. $_______ per person
1. Don’t know

	34b.
	If 34=a or b
Please report the number of special education teachers and staff who received tuition reimbursement during the 2023–2024 school year.
1. _______ Number of teachers
1. Don’t know




	[bookmark: _Toc176362873]Section L. Students With Disabilities

	This section asks questions about students with disabilities in the LEA. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Student enrollment information
IDEA Section 618 reporting documentation
Student IEP information
Budget documents

	35.
	Please report the number of students in your LEA who have an individualized education program (IEP) as of your state’s IDEA child count data collection due date for the 2023–2024 school year (between October 1, 2023, and December 1, 2023).
__________ Number of students

	36.
	Please report the number of students, by age, in your LEA who have an IEP in place as of your state’s IDEA child count data collection due date for the 2023–2024 school year (between October 1, 2023, and December 1, 2023).
	Students with disabilities age 5 
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 6
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 7
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 8
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 9
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 10
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 11
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 12
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 13
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 14
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 15
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 16
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 17
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 18
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 19
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 20
	______ Number of students

	Students with disabilities age 21
	______ Number of students




	37.
	Please report the number of students with disabilities in your LEA, ages 35–21, by disability category, as of your state’s IDEA child count data collection due date for the 2023–2024 school year (between October 1, 2023, and December 1, 2023).
	Intellectual Disability
	______ Number of students

	Hearing Impairment (Including Deafness)
	______ Number of students

	Speech or Language Impairment
	______ Number of students

	Visual Impairment (Including Blindness)
	______ Number of students

	Serious Emotional Disturbance
	______ Number of students

	Orthopedic Impairment
	______ Number of students

	Autism
	______ Number of students

	Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
	______ Number of students

	Other Health Impairment
	______ Number of students

	Specific Learning Disability
	______ Number of students

	Deaf-Blindness
	______ Number of students

	Multiple Disabilities
	______ Number of students

	Developmental Delay
	______ Number of students
______ The state does not have a developmental delay category.




	38.
	Number of children with disabilities, ages 5–21, by educational environment, as of your state’s IDEA child count data collection due date for the 2023–2024 school year (between October 1, 2023, and December 1, 2023).
To calculate the percentage of time inside the regular classroom, divide the number of hours the child spends inside the regular classroom by the total number of hours in the school day (including lunch, recess, and study periods). The result is multiplied by 100. The following are the definitions of the permitted values: 
Inside regular class 80% or more of day. These are children who received special education and related services outside the regular classroom for less than 21% of the school day. This may include children placed in the following:
Regular class with special education/related services provided within regular classes
Regular class with special education/related services outside regular classes
Regular class with special education services provided in resource rooms
Inside regular class no more than 79% of day and no less than 40% of the day. These are children who received special education and related services outside the regular classroom for at least 21% but no more than 60% of the school day. Do not include children who are reported as receiving education programs in public or private separate school or residential facilities. This may include children placed in the following:
Resource rooms with special education/related services provided within the resource room
Resource rooms with part-time instruction in a regular class
Inside regular class less than 40% of the day. These are children who received special education and related services outside the regular classroom for more than 60% of the school day. Do not include children who are reported as receiving education programs in public or private separate school or residential facilities. This may include children placed in the following:
Self-contained special classrooms with part-time instruction in a regular class
Self-contained special classrooms with full-time special education instruction on a regular school campus

	
	Separate school. These are children who received education programs in public or private separate day school facilities. This includes children with disabilities receiving special education and related services, at public expense, for greater than 50% of the school day in public or private separate schools. This may include children placed in the following:
Public and private day schools for students with disabilities
Public and private day schools for students with disabilities for a portion of the school day (greater than 50%) and in regular school buildings for the remainder of the school day
Public and private residential facilities if the student does not live at the facility
Residential facility. These are children who received education programs and lived in public or private residential facilities during the school week. This includes children with disabilities receiving special education and related services, at public expense, for greater than 50% of the school day in public or private residential facilities. This may include children placed in the following:
Public and private residential schools for students with disabilities
Public and private residential schools for students with disabilities for a portion of the school day (greater than 50%) and in separate day schools or regular school buildings for the remainder of the school day
Do not include students who received education programs at the facility but do not live there.
Homebound or hospital. These are children who received programs in homebound or hospital environments. This includes children receiving special education and related services in hospital programs or homebound programs. Do not include children whose parents have opted to homeschool them and who receive special education at the public expense.
Correctional facilities. These are children who received special education in correctional facilities. These data are intended to be an unduplicated count of all children receiving special education in short-term detention facilities (community based or residential) or correctional facilities.
Parentally placed in private schools. These are children who are enrolled by their parents or guardians in regular parochial or other private schools and whose basic education is paid for through private resources and who received special education and related services at public expense from an LEA or intermediate educational unit under a services plan. 
Include children whose parents chose to homeschool them but who receive special education and related services at the public expense.
Do not include children who are placed in private schools by the district.
	Inside regular class 80% or more of day 
	______ Number of students

	Inside regular class no more than 79% of day and no less than 40% of the day 
	______ Number of students

	Inside regular class less than 40% of the day 
	______ Number of students

	Separate School 
	______ Number of students

	Residential Facility 
	______ Number of students

	Homebound or Hospital 
	______ Number of students

	Correctional Facilities 
	______ Number of students

	Parentally placed in Private Schools 
	______ Number of students


                      




	[bookmark: _Toc176362874]Section M. Transition

	This section asks about the services that are provided to students receiving special education services to support their transition from high school. Transition planning begins no later than age 14. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section: 
Coordination with the transition specialist 
Budget documents 
Student enrollment


	39.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, who coordinated transition services for secondary students?
1. Director of special education
1. High school transition program coordinator or special education department head based at a school
1. Transition specialist based at the district
1. Special education teachers
1. Office staff
1. Other (please specify): ___________________________

	40.
	How many students receiving special education services qualified for secondary transition planning or services during the 2023–2024 school year? 
Report the number of students in your district receiving special education services who are at or above the age when your state requires transition planning as a component of the IEP.
_______ Number of students

	41.
	Did your LEA provide any of the following transition activities during the 2023–2024 school year?
	42. What were the total expenditures on the transition activity during the 2023–2024 fiscal year?

	41a. 
	Coursework at an institution of higher education, including technical college classes or community college classes
	1. Yes
No
	$_____________

	41b. 
	Independent living skills training provided at a property rented, leased, or purchased by the LEA
	1. Yes
No
	$_____________

	41c. 
	A community-based transition program to support students aged 18–22 to enhance their employment, community access, and daily living skills
	1. Yes
No
	$_____________

	41d.
	Coordination or delivery of pre-employment transition services for students with disabilities who are eligible or potentially eligible for vocational rehabilitation services
	1. Yes
No
	$_____________

	41e.
	Other (please specify): _______
	1. Yes
No
	$_____________




	[bookmark: _Toc176362875]Section N. Transportation

	This section asks questions about special education transportation for students with disabilities. It may be helpful to have the following information available while you complete this section:
Coordination with transportation director
Budget documents

	43.
	During the 2023–2024 school year, how many students received special education transportation services?
___________________ Number of students





THANK YOU SCREEN


Those are all the questions we have for you at this time. Thank you for your input in this important study. 

Please select “Submit” to save and submit your responses. 

Select “Previous” to return to the survey.

