OMB Control Number:  0503-0028.
Exp. Date:  October 2027.

Request for Approval under the “USDA Generic Solution for Solicitation for Funding Opportunity Announcements”

TITLE:  Farmer Bridge Assistance (FBA) Program. Associated with Final Rule: RIN 0560-AI87

USDA Agency:  Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC).

Alignment with Information Collection Package: (Check one)
[  ] One-Time Pilot Program.
[X] One-Time Funding Announcement of New Program.

Purpose: (Briefly describe the program. Explain the information to be collected to clearly describe to OMB the requirements and burden on the respondents.  For example, if the table below shows 150 burden hours for project summary, provide additional detail elaborating on what the respondents are required to provide to meet that requirement.)

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) will administer the FBA Program, which will use $11 billion in CCC funding to issue one-time bridge payments to American farmers in response to temporary trade market disruptions and increased production costs.[footnoteRef:3]  The FBA Program is authorized under Section 5(b) of the CCC Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714c).  It will assist producers who planted the following eligible commodities in the 2025 crop year: barley, canola, chickpeas, corn, cotton, crambe, flax, lentils, mustard, oats, peanuts, peas, rapeseed, rice, safflower, sesame, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower, and wheat.   [3: An additional $1 billion in bridge payments will be provided for commodities that are not included in the FBA Program, such as specialty crops and sugar.  Those payments will be announced in a separate final rule, and the associated respondents and burden hours are not included in this request for the FBA Program.] 


Farm Service Agency (FSA) will pre-fill FBA Program applications (CCC-555) using the acres of eligible planted commodities that were previously reported to FSA on FSA-578, Report of Acreage by the earlier of the deadline established in 7 CFR part 718 or December 19, 2025.  Applicants will submit one application that includes all eligible acreage nationwide.  No additional information about planted crop acreage is required from applicants.  Applicants must review and sign the application.

The total amount of FBA Program payments received, directly or indirectly, by a person or legal entity (except a joint venture or general partnership) may not exceed $155,000.  In addition, a person or legal entity, other than a joint venture or general partnership, is ineligible for FBA Program payments, directly or indirectly, if the person’s or legal entity’s average adjusted gross income (AGI) exceeds $900,000.  Producers must also be in compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation provisions of 7 CFR part 12.  In order for FSA to administer these eligibility provisions, producers must submit the following additional forms for the 2025 program year, if not already on file due to participation in other programs:

· CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities, if applicable;
· CCC-902E, Farm Operating Plan for an Entity, if applicable;
· CCC-902I, Farm Operating Plan for an Individual, if applicable;
· CCC-941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information, for individuals, legal entities, and members of legal entities, excluding joint ventures and general partnerships; and
· AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation Certification, for producers and affiliates as required by 7 CFR part 12 (not included in estimated burden hours for this collection because administration of HELC and WC provisions are exempt from PRA; 16 U.S.C. 3846).

The 584,700 total respondents in the table below represent the estimated number of producers who will file CCC-555.  The respondents for the additional forms represent a subset of those respondents and are already counted in the overall estimated total of respondents and therefore not double-counted.

Announcement Dates:  FSA intends to accept applications beginning on the date of Federal Register publication (target publication date is February 23, 2026) and ending on April 17, 2026.  The specific dates will be dependent on the publication date of the final rule.

Type of Collection: (Check one)
[bookmark: _Hlk104469719][  ] Grant.
[  ] Cooperative agreement.
[X] Other:  Final Rule.

How will information collected be submitted to the agency?
[  ] Grants.gov
[X]  Other:  FSA will use Box and OneSpan to electronically transmit and receive pre-filled CCC-555 and required eligibility forms from applicants (see https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/signing-and-sharing-documents).  Applicants may also obtain and submit their pre-filled CCC-555 and eligibility forms in person at any FSA county office or by mail (postage paid by applicant), email, facsimile, or other methods announced by FSA.  In addition to those methods, FSA intends to create a web-based portal that applicants can use to access and complete CCC-555 if adequate time and the necessary resources are available.
Does the agency need to collect information, such as progress reports, beyond the expiration of this generic ICR (October 2027)? If so, will the agency be submitting a regular ICR package?
[  ]  Yes.  [X]  No.
Announcement: 
[bookmark: _Hlk122599816][  ]  Notice of Funding of Opportunity (NOFO)
[  ]  Grants.gov Announcement
[  ]  Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA)
[  ]  Request for Application (RFA)
[  ]  Notice of Funding of Announcement (NOFA) (Announced in the Federal Register)
[  ]  Notice of Solicitation of Application (NOSA)
[  ]  Notice of Awards
[X] Other Funding Announcement Types:  Final rule

Is the agency asking any questions of a sensitive nature?  If yes, provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.  Include the reasons justifying why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.
[  ] Yes.  [X] No.
If yes, additional info:

Certification:
I certify this grant or cooperative agreement to be true:
[X] Yes.  [  ] No.



Burden Hours, Formats, and Reporting

	Burden Activity or Form
	Form Number
	Number of Respondents
	Number of responses per respondent
	Total annual responses
	Hours per response
	Total hours per year

	Farmer Bridge Assistance (FBA) Program Application 
	CCC-555
	584,700
	1
	584,700
	0.0835
	48,822

	Member Information for Legal Entities
	CCC-901
	5,847
	1
	5,847
	0.5000
	2,924

	Farm Operating Plan for an Entity
	CCC-902E
	58,470
	1
	58,470
	0.5000
	29,235

	Farm Operating Plan for an Individual
	CCC-902I
	58,470
	1
	58,470
	0.5000
	29,235

	Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information
	CCC-941
	175,410
	1
	175,410
	0.5000
	87,705

	Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification (EXEMPT)
	AD-1026
	29,235
	1
	29,235
	0.0835
	2,441

	TOTAL ESTIMATES
	
	584,700
	1.56000000
	912,132
	0.21698718
	197,921
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