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	I.  GENERAL INFORMATION

	A.	Name of Mine/Project:
	[bookmark: Text256]    

	B.	Type of Operation:
	[bookmark: Text257]     

	
	(lode, placer, mill, exploration, development, production, other)

	C. [bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]Is this a (|_|new/|_|continuing) operation?  (check one).  
[bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check5]If continuing a previous operation, this plan (|_|replaces/|_|modifies/|_|supplements) a previous plan of operations.  (check one)

	D.	Proposed start-up date (mm/dd/yy) of operation:
	[bookmark: Text258]     

	E.	Expected total duration of this operation:
	[bookmark: Text259]     

	F.	If seasonal, expected date (mm/dd/yy) of annual reclamation/stabilization close out:
	[bookmark: Text260]     

	G	Expected date (mm/dd/yy) for completion of all required reclamation:
	[bookmark: Text261]     

	
	

	II.  PRINCIPALS

	A.	Name, address, email address, and phone number of operator:
	

	[bookmark: Text263]     

	B.	Name, address, email address, and phone number of authorized field representative (if other than the operator).  

	Attach authorization to act on behalf of operator.
	

	[bookmark: Text265]     

	C.	Name, address, email address, and phone number of owners of the claims (if different than the operator):

	[bookmark: Text266]     




	D.	Name, address, email address, and phone number of any other lessees, assigns, agents, etc., and briefly describe their involvement with the operation, if applicable:

	[bookmark: Text269]     

	III.  PROPERTY OR AREA

	(Name of claim, if applicable, and the legal land description where the operation will be located.)

	MC#
	
	Name
	
	Section
	
	Township
	
	Range

	[bookmark: Text270]     
	
	[bookmark: Text277]     
	
	[bookmark: Text284]     
	
	[bookmark: Text291]     
	
	[bookmark: Text298]     

	[bookmark: Text271]     
	
	[bookmark: Text278]     
	
	[bookmark: Text285]     
	
	[bookmark: Text292]     
	
	[bookmark: Text299]     

	[bookmark: Text272]     
	
	[bookmark: Text279]     
	
	[bookmark: Text286]     
	
	[bookmark: Text293]     
	
	[bookmark: Text300]     

	[bookmark: Text273]     
	
	[bookmark: Text280]     
	
	[bookmark: Text287]     
	
	[bookmark: Text294]     
	
	[bookmark: Text301]     

	[bookmark: Text274]     
	
	[bookmark: Text281]     
	
	[bookmark: Text288]     
	
	[bookmark: Text295]     
	
	[bookmark: Text302]     

	[bookmark: Text275]     
	
	[bookmark: Text282]     
	
	[bookmark: Text289]     
	
	[bookmark: Text296]     
	
	[bookmark: Text303]     

	[bookmark: Text276]     
	
	[bookmark: Text283]     
	
	[bookmark: Text290]     
	
	[bookmark: Text297]     
	
	[bookmark: Text304]     

	III. Description of Target Mineralization (compliance with Energy Act 2020).  

	Inlcude whether presence of critical or strategic minerals is reasonably expected, based on known mineral companionality, geologic formations, mineralogy, or other factors; OR, if production-phase is ongoing or proposed, whether primary or biproduct critical or strategic minerals will be recovered and produced.

	IV.  DESCRIPTION OF THE OPERATION (see 228.6)

	A.	Location and Access.  Include a topographic map or maps (USGS quadrangle map or a National Forest map, for example) and description of project area, including GPS coordinates when available, at an appropriate scale and with sufficient detail to locate the project on the ground and to determine land status and claim boundaries, if applicable.  Show on a map, sketch or drawing that shows location and layout of the area of operation.  Identify any streams, creeks or springs if known.  Show the size and kind of all surface disturbances such as trenches, pits, settling ponds, stream channels and run-off diversions, waste dumps, drill pads, timber disposal or clearance, fuel storage locations, laydown areas, equipment parking, etc.  Include sizes, capacities, acreage, amounts, locations, materials involved, etc.

	[bookmark: Text305]     

	B. Information, if known, regarding the existing condition of the project area, including the presence of the following:


	Rights of Indian Tribe reserved under a treaty or other Federal Law


	Cultural, historic, archaeological, or paleontological resources, or any other information necessary for the Forest Service to comply with appliable Federal laws such as the National Historic Preservation Act, the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, the Archaeological Resources Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 470aa-mm, and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act;


	Federally proposed or listed threatened or endangered species or their proposed or designated critical habitat;

	Essential fish habitat under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act; 

	Waterbodies listed as impaired pursuant to § 303(d) of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1215 et seq.)

	Past mining activities, including disturbed areas and areas reclaimed or remediated under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act or State cleanup laws

	C. Detailed Description of operations, including all that applies: 
Be sure to include mining, milling, and exploration methods, materials, equipment, workforce, construction and operation schedule, power requirements, topsoil stockpile, waste rock placement, tailings disposal, proposed number of drillholes and depth, depth of proposed suction dredging, and how gravels will be replaced, etc.  Calculate production rates of ore.  

	Location and acreage of all planned disturbances of NFS lands. Show on the map.

	

	The type and size of equipment that will be used, Describe that which is proposed for use in your operation (Examples: drill, dozer, wash plant, mill, etc.).  Include: sizes, capacity, frequency of use, etc.

	

	Amount, location, and type of fuel and other petroleum products; explosives; processing and water treatment chemicals; and hazardous materials stored on site, including spill prevention and response plan;

	

	Facilities, structures, or improvements that will be constructed, renovated, or maintained.  Include information about fixed or portable structures or facilities planned for the operation.  Include such things as living quarters, storage sheds, mill buildings, thickener tanks, fuel storage, powder magazines, trailers, sanitation facilities including sewage disposal, etc.  Include engineering design and geotechnical information for project facilities, justification and calculations for sizing of tanks, pipelines and water diversions, etc. Show locations on the map.  

	

	Preliminary or conceptual designs, cross sections, and operating plans for mining areas, processing and water treatment facilities, water ponds, and waste rock and tailings disposal facilities

	

	Rock characterization and handling plans

	

	Planned routes of access, methods of transportation, and types of vehicles that will be used to transport people, equipment, utilities, supplies, wastes, concentrates, and other products from operations, including a description and map of all existing and proposed roads, trails, bridges, landing areas for aircraft, utilities, and other access facilities to be used in connection with the operations, including their design standards. Specify which Forest Service roads will be used, where maintenance or reconstruction is proposed, and where new construction is necessary.  For new construction, include construction specifications such as widths, grades, etc., location and size of culverts, describe maintenance plans, and the type and size of vehicles and equipment that will use the access routes



	

	Overnight occupancy that will occur on NFS lands

	

	Planned uses of water, including surface water, groundwater, or water impacted by operations, and water management plans for managing water used and impacted by operations. Show locations on the map.

	

	Any planned construction, reconstruction, placement, maintenance, repair, or upgrading of any form of water conveyance, diversion, deflection, withdrawal, storage, or drains.  Include justification and calculations for settling pond capacities, piplines, diversions, and the size of runoff diversion channels, tanks, etc.  Show locations on the map.

	

	Quality assurance plans to describe the steps an operator will take to ensure that facilities are constructed and operated as designed, including procedures or protocols for testing or monitoring of such facilities as pond liners, leach pads, tailings impoundments, etc.

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk124136231]Additional information the authorized officer may deem necessary to ensure that the proposed operations will comply with this subpart, such as Operational and baseline environmental information for the Forest Service to analyze potential environmental impacts as required by NEPA and to determine if the plan of operations will minimize adverse impacts to the fullest extent practicable. This could include information related to surface resources in and around the project area, as well as information regarding the potential for operations to produce acid drainage or other leachate, or Mineral resource information supporting the use of mining claims or sites on which operations are proposed.

	





	E.	Projected Schedule.  Describe all aspects of the operation from commencement of operations through closure, and, if applicable, the period of time over which long-term post-closure operations are projected to occur.

	     

	F.      Monitoring Plan. 

	     

	G.      Interim Management Plan


	

	F.      Reclamation Plan and reclamation cost estimate

	     

	V.  SURFACE RESOURCE PROTECTION (228.10) 
Description of how the proposed operations will comply with surface resource protections and operating standards named below, as well as requirements in 228.6; with Federal and State laws related to protection of surface resources; and minimize, to the fullest extent practicable, adverse impacts on surface resources. 

	A.	Water Quality.   State how applicable state and federal water quality standards will be met.  Describe measures or management practices to be used to minimize water quality impacts and meet applicable standards.
1.	State whether water is to be used in the operation, and describe the quantity, source, methods and design of diversions, storage, use, disposal, and treatment facilities.  Include assumptions for sizing water conveyance or storage facilities.
2.	Describe methods to control erosion and surface water runoff from all disturbed areas, including waste and tailings dumps.
3.	Describe proposed surface water and groundwater quality monitoring, if required, to demonstrate compliance with federal or state water quality standards.
4.	Describe the measures to be used to minimize potential water quality impacts during seasonal closures, or for a temporary cessation of operations.
5.  If land application is proposed for waste water disposal, the location and operation of the land application system must be described.  Also describe how vegetation, soil, and surface and groundwater quality will be protected if land application is used.

	     

	B.	Air Quality.   Describe measures proposed to minimize impacts on air quality such as obtaining a burning permit for slash disposal or dust abatement on roads.


	     

	C.	Fish and Wildlife.   Describe measures to maintain and protect fisheries and wildlife, and their habitat (includes threatened, endangered, and sensitive species) affected by the operations.

	     

	D.	Rights of an Indian Tribe.   Describe how your operations will not cause a violation of a tribe’s reserved rights under treaty or other federal law.

	

	E.	Cultural, Historic, and Paleontological Resources.   Describe measures for protecting known historic and archeological values, paleontological resources, or new cultural, historic, or paleontological sites in the project area.

	




	F.	Scenic Values.   Describe measures to maintain scenic values of NFS lands, such as screening, slash disposal, or timely reclamation.

	     

	G.     Vegetation and other surface resources.   Describe purpose for removal or use of vegetation, including how clearing will be accomplished


	

	Are any of your mining claims exempt from the requirements of the Surface Resources Act of July 23, 1955 (30 U.S.C. 612)?

If so, which claims?

	VI. OPERATING STANDARDS (SEE 36 CFR 228.10)

	A.	Solid Wastes.   Describe the quantity and the physical and chemical characteristics of solid waste produced by the operation.  Describe how the wastes will be disposed of including location and design of facilities, or treated so as to minimize adverse impacts.

	     

	B.	Impoundment Facilities.  Where applicable, Describe the number and type of facilities that impound mine tailings, waste rock, or water.

	

	C. Mine Openings and Pit walls.  Where applicable, Describe measures to construct and maintain all mine openings and pit walls such that structural stability is maintained and adverse impacts are minimized.

	

	D. Surface water, groundwater, and groundwater-dependent ecosystem management.  Where applicable, Describe all measures taken to minimize water pollition prior to the need for water treatment.  Describe all measures taken to minimize water quantity in preference to water supply replacement.

	

	E.	Acid-forming, toxic, or other deleterious materials.
1.	Identify the type and volume of all acid-forming, toxic, or other deleterious materials which will be used or generated in the operations including cyanide, solvents, petroleum products, mill, process and laboratory reagents.

	     

	2.	For each material or substance, describe the methods, volume, and frequency of transport (include type of containers and vehicles), procedures for use of materials or substances, methods, volume, and containers for disposal of materials and substances, security (fencing), identification (signing/labeling), or other special operations requirements necessary to conduct the proposed operations.

	

	3.  Describe how the formation of acid, toxic, or other deleterious drainage will be prevented.  If the formation of acid, toxic, or other deleterious drainage cannot be prevented, describe how the leachate will be managed to prevent uncontrolled migration of leachate.

	     

	4.	Describe the measures to be taken for release of a reportable quantity of a hazardous material or the release of a toxic substance.  This includes plans for spill prevention, containment, notification, and cleanup.

	     

	H.	Reclamation.   Describe the annual and final reclamation standards based on the anticipated schedule for construction, operations, and project closure.  Include such items as the removal of structures and facilities including bridges and culverts, a revegetation plan, permanent containment of mine tailings, waste, or sludges which pose a threat of a release into the environment, closing ponds and eliminating standing water, a final surface shaping plan, and post operations monitoring and maintenance plans.

	     

	VII.  FOREST SERVICE EVALUATION OF PLAN OF OPERATIONS

	A.	Required changes/modifications/special mitigation for plan of operations:

	     

	B. [bookmark: Text249][bookmark: Text214][bookmark: Text252][bookmark: Text255][bookmark: Text217]Financial Assurance.  Reclamation of all disturbances connected with this plan of operations is covered by the financial assurance instrument      , listed on 6500-7, dated (mm/dd/yy)      , signed by       (Principal), for the penal sum of      .  This financial assurance is a guarantee of faithful performance with the terms and conditions listed below, and with the reclamation requirements agreed upon in the plan of operations.  This financial assurance also extends to and includes any unauthorized activities conducted in connection with this operation.
The financial assurance amount for this Reclamation Performance Bond is based on a reclamation cost estimate (RCE) completed by _________ and reviewed by the Forest Service.   The Financial Assurance amount may be adjusted during the term of this proposed plan of operations in response to changes in the operations or to changes in the economy.  Both the Reclamation Performance Bond and the RCE are attached to and made part of this plan of operations.  Acceptable Financial Assurance Instruments (subject to change) include those listed in 36 CFR 228.11:
1. A surety bond that names the Forest Service as a beneficiary, satisfies the requirements of Treasury Department Circular 570, and is available in full to the Forest Service;
2. An irrevocable letter of credit from a bank or financial institution organized or authorized to transact business in the United States and insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or National Credit Union Administration;
3. An assignment of certificates of deposit or savings accounts not in excess of the maximum insurable amount as set by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or National Credit Union Administration; 
4. Negotiable securities of the United States having a market value at the time of deposit of not less than the required dollar amount of the reclamation cost estimation;  
5. Cash; or
6. A trust fund for specific purposes as set out in 36 CFR 228.11 and 36 CFR 228.13.

	




	VIII.  TERMS AND CONDITIONS

	

	A.	If financial assurance is required, it must be furnished before approval of the plan of operations.
B.	Information provided with this plan marked confidential will be treated in accordance with the agency's laws, rules, and regulations.
C.	Approval of this plan does not constitute certification of ownership to any person named herein and/or recognition of the validity of any mining claim named herein.
D.	Approval of this plan does not relieve me of my responsibility to comply with other applicable state or federal laws, rules, or regulations.
E.	If previously undiscovered cultural resources (historic or prehistoric objects, artifacts, or sites) are exposed as a result of operations, those operations will not proceed until notification is received from the Authorized Officer that provisions for mitigating unforeseen impacts as required by 36 CFR 228.10(b) and 36 CFR 800 have been complied with.
[bookmark: Text218][bookmark: Text219]F.	This plan of operations has been approved for a period of       or until (mm/dd/yy)      .  A new or revised plan must be submitted in accordance with 36 CFR part 228, subpart A, if operations are to be continued after that time period.

	IX.   OPERATING PLAN ACCEPTANCE

	[bookmark: Check7]|_|I/|_|We have reviewed and agreed to comply with all conditions in this plan of operations including the required changes, modifications, special mitigation, and reclamation requirements.

[bookmark: Check9]|_|I/|_|We understand that the bond will not be released until the Authorized Officer in charge gives written approval.

	
	
	

	[bookmark: Check10][bookmark: Check11]Signature of |_|Operator (or |_|Authorized Representative)
	
	(Date)
(mm/dd/yy)

	X. OPERATING PLAN APPROVAL

	
	
	

	(Name)
	
	(Title)

	
	
	

	Signature of (Authorized Officer)
	
	(Date)
(mm/dd/yy)



Burden and Non-Discrimination Statement
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0596-0022.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 12 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (voice).  TDD users can contact USDA through local relay or the Federal relay at (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (relay voice).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
	(If more space is needed to fill out a block of information, use additional sheets and attach form)
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