Request for Approval under the “Conference, Meeting, Workshop, Registration and Challenges Generic Clearance (OD)” 
(OMB#: 0925-0740 Exp Date: 11/2028)
TITLE OF INFORMATION COLLECTION:  

Butler Williams Scholars Program (BWSP)

PURPOSE:  
The purpose of the  Butler Williams Scholars Program, hereby referred to in this form as the BWSP, in its 38th year of existence, is to provide information about current funding opportunities and build skills related to conducting peer review applications submitted to NIH. Individuals participating in this workshop include junior faculty and mid-career faculty who wish to transition to aging research, but do not have experience in conducting aging research. The BWSP is organized by the NIA-Division of Extramural Activities (DEA). The BWSP is announced by NIH staff using our website and a blog that is disseminated to approximately 15,000 readers which includes current awardees employed at universities employees affiliated with nonprofit for profit research organizations. The selected BWSP attendees will gain knowledge on existing opportunities for research and training, technical assistance in grant writing, provide advice on the design of new research proposals, facilitate recruitment of students and investigators to aging research to their labs. Based on our previous experience this program would likely expand attendees’ professional network with aging researchers; also, together with the information provided to the attendees they'll learn how to conduct peer review of grant applications submitted to NIH. In order to facilitate one-on-one interaction, the meeting will be a four-day in-person meeting (Rockville, MD).

DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS: 
Applicants will be faculty or postdoctoral fellows who are interested in learning more about research funding opportunities in the field of Aging, including, but not limited to Alzheimer disease, Alzheimer disease and related dementias (AD/ADRD). 


TYPE OF COLLECTION: (Check all that apply)

[bookmark: _Hlk116979181][ ] Abstract 					[ X] Application 
[ ] Challenges and Competition                      [ ] Form
[ ] Registration Form 				[ ] Other: ______________________	





FREQUENCY OF REPORTING: (Check one)

[ ] Once 	[ ] Quarterly         [ ]  Daily
[ ] Monthly	[ ] On Occasion    [ ] Weekly
[bookmark: _Hlk208835320][ X] Annually    [ ] Biennially        [ ] Semi-Annually



CERTIFICATION:

I certify the following to be true: 
1. The collection is voluntary. 
2. The collection is low burden for respondents and low-cost for the Federal Government.
3. The collection is non-controversial and does not raise issues of concern to other federal agencies.									
		

Name: Ramesh Vemuri

To assist review, please provide answers to the following question:

Personally Identifiable Information:
1. Is personally identifiable information (PII) collected?  [ X ] Yes  [ ]  No 
2. If Yes, is the information that will be collected included in records that are subject to the Privacy Act of 1974?   [X  ] Yes [  ] No   
3. If Applicable, has a System or Records Notice been published?  [  ] Yes  [ X ] No
4. Privacy Act Systems of Records Title: _______________________ FR Citation ____FR___

Gifts or Payments:
Is an incentive (e.g., money or reimbursement of expenses, token of appreciation) provided to participants?  [  ] Yes [X  ] No  
Amount: ___________
Explanation for incentive: (include number of visits, etc.)



ESTIMATED BURDEN HOURS and COSTS

	Category of Respondent 
	No. of Respondents
	No. of Responses per Respondent 
	Time per 
Response 
(in hours) 
	Total Burden
Hours 

	Individuals (postdocs)
	275
	1
	20/60
	92 hours

	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	               275
	
	92  hours



COST TO RESPONDENT

	 Category of Respondent

	Total Burden
Hours
	Wage Rate*
	Total Burden Cost 

	Individuals (postdocs)
	92 hours
	$52.11
	$4794.12

	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	$4794.12


*Cite source per bls.gov if applicable or other: Median salary based on Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics Profiles


FEDERAL COST:  The estimated annual cost to the Federal government is $ 9,098.00
                         


	 Staff
	
Grade/Step
	Salary
	% of Effort
	
Fringe (if applicable)
	
Total Cost to Gov’t

	Federal Oversight
	
	
	
	
	

	Health Science Administrator, NIA
	GS 15/10
	$197,200
	3
	
	$5916.00

	Program Analyst
	 GS 12/5
	$116,071
	3
	
	$3482.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contractor Cost
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overhead/Supplies
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Cost
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	$ 9,098.00


*the Salary in table above is cited from https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/pdf/2025/DCB.pdf 


The selection of targeted respondents 
1. Do you have a customer list or something similar that defines the universe of potential respondents and do you have a sampling plan for selecting from this universe?											[ ] Yes	[ ] No [X ] Not Applicable

If the answer is yes, please provide a description of both below (or attach the sampling plan)?   If the answer is no, please provide a description of how you plan to identify your potential group of respondents and how you will select them?

While NIA does not have a customer list, the selection of 3.5 to 4% targeted respondents (from about 1,000) is estimated to be around 275 based on our previous experience in organizing the BWSP training. NIA announces the program and application on its website. This is a well-established training program that has been offered by NIH/NIA since 1987. Many researchers have heard about this program from their mentors or colleagues who have participated in the training in previous years. As a result, the training program is considered to be very prestigious and highly competitive training opportunity among researchers interested in establishing a career as an independent researcher within NIH funding. 


Administration of the Instrument
1. How will you collect the information? (Check all that apply)
[ X ] Web-based or other forms of Social Media 
[  ] Telephone	
[  ] In-person	
[  ] Mail 
[  ] Survey form
[  ] Chart Abstraction
[  ] Other, Explain

2. Will interviewers, facilitators, or research coordinators be used?  [  ] Yes [ X ] No
 

2
