SUPPORTING STATEMENT
OMB Number 1530-0044
A.  JUSTIFICATION: 31 CFR PART 344, "Unites States Treasury Certificates of Indebtedness, Treasury Notes, and Treasury Bonds-State and Local Government Series"

 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make this collection of information necessary.  Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection.
 Chapter 31 of Title 31 of the United States Code authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to issue United States Treasury bonds, notes, and certificates of indebtedness, and to prescribe the terms and conditions governing those issuances.  The regulations of 31 CFR Part 344 govern United States Treasury bonds, notes, and certificates of indebtedness of the State and Local Government Series. This information collection is comprised of waivers submitted by customers as allowed in §344.2n that addresses situations which Treasury may waive a portion of the regulations. The collection of information is necessary to enable Treasury to obtain necessary documentation where a waiver is involved.

2.  Indicate how, by whom and for what purpose is this information used?
The information will be used only by employees of the Department of the Treasury, Bureau of the Fiscal Service, the various Federal Reserve Banks and Branches acting as fiscal agents of the United States, who as part of their duties perform functions in connection with the issuance, redemption, and payment of Treasury securities.  If the collection of information were not conducted, the Treasury would be unable to establish accounts for investors or make payment on redeemed accounts.

3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology?  What consideration is given to use information technology to reduce burden?
State and Local Government Series customers may submit waiver requests electronically via e-mail, or fax. 

4.  Describe efforts are used to identity duplication?  Why can’t any similar information already available be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item 2 above?
The information is collected for single purpose to substantiate a customer’s request to be granted a waiver from a particular rule or requirement in the regulations. No other federal governmental agency collects this type of information, therefore, no duplication exists.

5.  If this collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities, what methods are used to minimize burden?
This collection of information does not impact small business or other small entities.

6.  What consequences to Federal program or policy activities and what, if any, technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden will occur if this collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently?
Information collected through waivers submitted by customers is provided voluntarily, however, without the use of this information, the Bureau of the Fiscal Service and its agents would not have the ability to grant waivers.

7.  Is this collection of information conducted in a manner consistent with the guidelines of 5 CFR 1320.6?
There are no special circumstances.  The collection of information is conducted in a manner consistent with the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.6.

8.  What effort was made to notify the general public about this collection of information?
The Bureau’s notice was published in the Federal Register on July 2, 2025, page 29104.  No comments were received.

9.  What decision was made to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than reenumeration of contractors or grantees?
There are no payments or gifts made to respondents.

10.  What assurance of confidentiality was provided to respondents and what was the basis for the assurance in statute, regulations, or agency policy?
Aside from protections contained in the Privacy Act, there is no guarantee of confidentiality.

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private. This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.
Fiscal Service does not request sensitive information in granting a waiver. An applicable System of Records Notice was published February 27, 2020 that applies if a customer seeking a waiver submits sensitive information. System of Records Name: Treasury/Fiscal Service.014 – United States Securities and Access. The privacy impact assessment (PIA) conducted for this collection of information can be found at 
https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/files/pia/dims-pclia.pdf

12.  What is the estimated hour burden of this collection of information?
The average time needed is 13 minutes per response multiplied by the estimated number of responses (127) reflects the total burden of 27.5 hours.

13.  What is the estimated total annual cost burden to respondents or recordkeepers resulting from this collection of information?
[bookmark: _Hlk101787899]There are no capital/start-up or ongoing operation/maintenance costs associated with this information collection.

14.  What is the annualized cost to the Federal Government?
[bookmark: _Hlk109052266]There will be no annualized capital/start-up costs for the government to receive this information.  The table below reflects the estimated time for a GS-12, Step 5 to review the information collected. 
	Collection Instrument
	Number of Responses
	Average Review Time per Response (in hours)
	Total Time to Review (in hours)
	Average Hourly Wage Rate[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Federal Government Fully-loaded Labor Rate per Hour = Wage rate x a factor of 1.63 to account for benefit costs.  Per the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) wage data, the hourly fully-loaded labor rate for a GS–12, step 5 Federal employee in the Parkersburg, WV (RUS) wage area is $78.45 ($48.13 wages plus $30.32 in benefit costs). See the OPM website at https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/pdf/2025/RUS_h.pdf
] 

	Total Annual Government Cost

	Waiver
	127
	1.23
	156.63
	$78.45
	$12,287.62



	
15.  What is the reason for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 14 of the OMB Form 83-I?
The increased responses reported in Item 12 are attributed to a regulation update/change in August 2024 and increased activity regarding Demand Deposit securities. Given the current interest rate environment, the Demand rate is much higher than normal, and customers are shifting investment to Demands because they are more liquid. Those increases are also reflected in Item 14.

16.  For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication.
The results of the collection of this information will not be published for statistical use.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of this information collection, what are the reasons that the display would be inappropriate?
There are no forms or other instruments associated with this information collection where the OMB Number or the expiration date will appear.

18.  What are the exceptions to the certification statement?
There are no exceptions to the certification statement.


B.	This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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