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Privacy Act Statement

This information is provided pursuant to sections 3 and 7(b) of the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 

§ 552a(e)(3)):

Authority: ATF is authorized to solicit this information under the Gun Control Act of 1968 (18 

U.S.C. § 923(g)(1)(B), (D), and (g)(7)) in support of its firearms tracing responsibilities through 

the National Tracing Center (NTC). ATF implementing regulations are at 27 CFR §§ 478.25 and 

478.25a.

Purpose: ATF uses the information collected on ATF Form 3312.1/3312.1(S), National Tracing 

Center (NTC) Trace Request, to conduct firearms tracing in support of law enforcement 

investigations. The data enables ATF to trace the origin and disposition of firearms recovered in 

crimes, develop investigative leads, identify potential trafficking activity, and support public 

safety initiatives. ATF may also use this information may to validate and cross-reference 

firearms-related intelligence in active cases.

Routine uses: ATF may disclose the information collected as permitted by the Privacy Act of 

1974 (5 U.S.C. § 552a) and in accordance with System of Records Notice (SORN) JUSTICE/ATF-

003, Criminal Investigation Report System. ATF may share it with federal, state, local, tribal, and 

foreign law enforcement or regulatory agencies for purposes such as investigating firearm-

related crimes, intelligence sharing, criminal prosecution, or other authorized law enforcement 

activities, consistent with applicable laws.

Disclosure: Providing this information is voluntary for submitting law enforcement agencies. The

information is used exclusively for law enforcement purposes, and ATF maintains confidentiality 

in accordance with statutory and regulatory protections.


