2024 Supporting Statement
National Organic Program
Request for the Revision of a previously approved Information Collection
OMB# 0581-0191

A. Justification

[bookmark: _1._Explain_the][bookmark: Item01]1.	Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection.
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is requesting that the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) approve revisions to the currently approved information collection, “National Organic Program,” OMB Control Number 0581–0191 (hereafter referred to as “information collection”), and set a new expiration date for three years after approval of these revisions. AMS is requesting the revision of this previously approved information collection to fully implement the “National Organic Program” (NOP).

The Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (OFPA), as amended (7 U.S.C. chapter 94) (Attachment 1), authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to establish the National Organic Program (NOP) and accredit certifying agents to certify that farms and businesses meet national organic standards. Under OFPA, the purpose of the NOP is to: (1) establish national standards governing the marketing of certain agricultural products as organically produced products; (2) assure consumers that organically produced products meet a consistent standard; and (3) facilitate interstate commerce in fresh and processed food that is organically produced (7 U.S.C. 6501).

In addition to generic descriptions of information to be collected [described in the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2)], the information collection includes three forms: (1) TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3); (2) TM–11 (Export Certificate) (Attachment 6); and (3) NOP 2110–1 (NOP Import Certificate) (Attachment 8).

In this renewal, AMS is revising TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3). AMS is also revising the information collection to include estimates of paperwork burdens related to the five-year Transition to Organic Partnership Program and the NOP Online Complaint Portal (Attachment 16). AMS is not planning any changes to TM–11 (Export Certificate) (Attachment 6) at this time. At a later date, AMS plans to revise NOP 2110–1 (NOP Import Certificate) (Attachment 8) due to recent rulemaking (Strengthening Organic Enforcement, 88 FR 3548, January 19, 2023). Revisions to this information collection are as follows.

TM-10CG (Application for Accreditation): In this renewal, AMS has revised the explanatory/instructional text in form TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3). The previous form repeated language that is codified in the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2). AMS removed this redundant language and replaced the instructions with references to relevant sections of the USDA organic regulations. To provide flexibility, AMS also revised the form to clarify when information is to be submitted to AMS to reduce or eliminate the resubmission of duplicate information from certifying agents renewing their accreditation.

Transition to Organic Partnership Program: The NOP, on behalf of AMS, is responsible for facilitating the Transition to Organic Partnership Program portion of the USDA Organic Transition Initiative (Press Release No. 0181.22, August 22, 2022) (Attachment 10, usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/08/22/usda-invest-300-million-new-organic-transition-initiative). AMS revised the paperwork burden estimate for this information collection to include participant applications. Through the Transition to Organic Partnership Program, the USDA provides operations (farmers) transitioning to organic production with the support and resources needed to navigate the transition process.

NOP Online Complaint Portal: Administrative investigations are exempt from the Paperwork Reduction Act requirements [44 U.S.C. 3518(c)(1)(B)(ii)]. Therefore, information regarding the submission of complaints has not previously been included in this information collection. However, AMS recognizes that respondents wishing to stay anonymous go to greater lengths to preserve their anonymity. To reduce the burden on these voluntary submissions, AMS created the NOP Online Complaint Portal (Attachment 16). Since personally identifiable information is collected from non-anonymous respondents in this portal, AMS revised this information collection to include these respondents.

Revisions to the NOP’s Organic Integrity Database (INTEGRITY) necessitated by the Strengthening Organic Enforcement (SOE) final rule (88 FR 3548, January 19, 2023) were approved under a separate information collection. At a later date, AMS will merge the SOE information collection into this information collection to include these revisions.

[bookmark: Item02][bookmark: _Hlk158886014][bookmark: _Hlk158970031]2.	Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used. Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.
AMS revised this information collection to include estimates of paperwork burdens related to the five-year Transition to Organic Partnership Program and the NOP Online Complaint Portal.

Transition to Organic Partnership Program: Respondents to the Transition to Organic Partnership Program are operations (e.g., farmers) seeking to transition their agricultural operation to USDA certified organic production, operations looking to expand their existing USDA certified organic operation and/or acreage, and existing USDA certified organic operations looking to serve in a mentorship role to the above listed respondents. AMS and Transition to Organic Partnership Program cooperators (who serve as technical service providers) will use this information to build a partnership network across six regions of the United States, with the purpose of connecting transitioning operations (mentees) with mentors, facilitating technical assistance workshops and community building events and developing resource materials. The Transition to Organic Partnership Program was announced in the USDA Organic Transition Initiative (Press Release No. 0181.22, August 22, 2022) (Attachment 10, usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/08/22/usda-invest-300-million-new-organic-transition-initiative) The Statement of Work (Attachment 11) includes a full description of the Transition to Organic Partnership Program and additional information is available on the AMS website (Attachment 12, ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/topp). Entities interested in participating in the program can fill out one of three online interest surveys to be connected to AMS or to a participating Transition to Organic Partnership Program cooperator:
1. General interest form (Attachment 13, usdaorganic.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9BRJwSs9CzfJhk2)
2. Mentee/transitioning operation interest form (Attachment 14, usdaorganic.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_br5lPPZ6w5m5Y7c)
3. Mentor operation interest form (Attachment 15, usdaorganic.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eVy8N7e0P5eXJ9Y)

NOP Online Complaint Portal: Respondents to the NOP Online Complaint Portal (Attachment 16) are members of the public who voluntarily submit allegations of fraudulent organic activities (complaints) using the new NOP Online Complaint Portal. Complaints have historically been received and investigated by AMS since the publication of the first USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205, 65 FR 80548, December 21, 2000). As always, the public may submit complaints how they wish, using mail, fax, phone, email, or—now—the NOP Online Complaint Portal (Attachment 16), which is available on the AMS website (Attachment 17, ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic/file-complaint). This collected information is used by AMS to initiate administrative investigations. Additional information requests associated with AMS following up on these complaints are not discussed here, as administrative investigations are exempt from the Paperwork Reduction Act requirements [44 U.S.C. 3518(c)(1)(B)(ii)].

Since AMS published the first USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205, 65 FR 80548, December 21, 2000), the information collected has been used at the Federal level (by AMS) to evaluate the compliance of organically produced products around the world, evaluate the effectiveness of the program, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes. Additional details on how, by whom, and for what purpose the information collected in this previously approved information collection is described below.

Respondents to this previously approved information collection include State program officials, certifying agents, organic inspectors, certified organic operations, parties seeking to become an accredited certifying agent or certified operation, and members of the public petitioning to change the National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances (“National List”) portion of the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR 205.600-607).

In addition to generic descriptions of information to be collected [described in the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2)], the information collection includes three forms: (1) TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3); (2) TM–11 (Export Certificate) (Attachment 6); and (3) NOP 2110–1 (NOP Import Certificate) (Attachment 8). Information is also received from the respondents described through the NOP’s Organic Integrity Database (INTEGRITY), and in petitions requesting changes to the National List portion of the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR 205.600-607).

TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3): Respondents using form TM-10CG include organizations that are applying to AMS for certifying agent accreditation and certifying agents who are renewing their accreditation. AMS uses the information collected to deny, grant, or renew accreditation to certifying agents. Instructions for how to complete form TM-10CG is available on the AMS website (Attachment 4, ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/becoming-certifying-agent) and in the NOP Handbook document NOP-2000 (Instruction – Accreditation Policies and Procedures) (Attachment 5). The following is a summary of the information that organizations submit with TM-10CG:
· An organizational chart of the entity applying for accreditation, including detailed information about the location and primary point of contact at each unit (chapters or subsidiary offices).
· A copy of the proposed fee schedule for all organic certification services the organization plans to provide under 7 CFR part 205.
· For a government entity, a copy of the official authority to conduct certification services under 7 CFR part 205.
· For a private entity, documentation showing the entity’s status and organizational purpose, such as articles of incorporation and by-laws or ownership or membership provisions, and its date of establishment.
· A list of each State or foreign country in which the applicant currently certifies or proposes to certify production and handling operations and a list of each State or foreign country in which the applicant intends to certify production and handling operations.
· Personnel information, including policies and procedures, names and position descriptions of personnel, descriptions of qualifications, etc.
· A list of relevant training conducted for certification staff and any proposed training to be conducted.
· Administrative policies and procedures (e.g., Quality Manual, Certification Program Manual, Standard Operating Procedures, forms, and document templates, etc.).
· Conflicts of interest (e.g., procedures for prevention, disclosure report, etc.).
· Description of current certification activities.
· Other information the applicant believes may assist in the review to determine compliance with USDA organic regulations.

TM–11 (Export Certificate) (Attachment 6): Respondents using form TM-11 include certifying agents on behalf of U.S. operations exporting organic product to select countries (Taiwan and Japan). The U.S. has organic trade arrangements with these countries, which require the use of form TM-11 for U.S. organic products going into their markets. Instructions for completing TM-11 are contained within the form and additional information is available on the AMS website (Attachment 7, ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade). The TM-11 includes information on the organic product to be exported, the exporter, and the receiver. The information collected has been used by AMS to evaluate the compliance of organically produced products being exported to Taiwan and Japan and the effectiveness of trade arrangements, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes regarding international activities.

NOP 2110–1 (NOP Import Certificate) (Attachment 8): Respondents using form NOP 2110-1 include certifying agents on behalf of operations exporting organic products from foreign countries to the United States. Certifying agents can generate the import certificate using form NOP 2110-1, or an electronic version of NOP 2110-1 can be generated using the NOP’s Organic Integrity Database (INTEGRITY). Instructions for how to complete NOP 2110-1 are available on the AMS website (Attachment 9, ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade/Electronic-Organic-Import-Certificates). At a later date, AMS plans to revise NOP 2110–1, due to recent rulemaking [Strengthening Organic Enforcement (SOE), 88 FR 3548, January 19, 2023]. As described above in Item 1, AMS will then merge the separate SOE information collection into this information collection to include these revisions. NOP 2110-1 includes information on the imported organic product, the importer, and the receiver. The information collected has been used by AMS to evaluate the compliance of organically produced products being imported to the United States, the effectiveness of trade arrangements, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes regarding international activities.

NOP’s Organic Integrity Database (INTEGRITY): INTEGRITY is a comprehensive list of certified organic operations that contains up-to-date information about operations that may and may not sell organic agricultural products, increases supply chain transparency for buyers and sellers, promotes market visibility for organic operations, and improves access to information for industry and public users. Respondents to INTEGRITY include certifying agents who submit information on behalf of certified operations. Information on how to submit information is available in INTEGRITY on the AMS website (Attachment 18, organic.ams.usda.gov/integrity/About). Additional information on how to submit information is available in the “User Resources” section of INTEGRITY, which requires a log-in to access. The “User Resources” page includes Training (Attachment 19), and resources on User Registration and Management (Attachment 20), Organic Operations (Attachment 21), NOP Import Certificates (Attachment 22), Global Trade Partners (Attachment 23), and User’s Guide (Attachment 24). The information collected has been used at the Federal level (by AMS) to evaluate the compliance of organically produced products around the world, evaluate the effectiveness of the program, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes.

Petitions requesting changes to the National List portion of the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR 205.600-607) (“petitions”): Respondents include members of the public petitioning to change the National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances (National List) portion of the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR 205.600-607). The information collected is evaluated by AMS for completeness according to the petition submission guidelines available on the AMS website (Attachment 25, ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/national-list/filing-petition). Complete petitions are then posted online for public access and sent to the National Organic Standards Board [or “NOSB,” the NOP’s Federal Advisory Committee (FACA)] for evaluation. Petitions can result in recommendations from the National Organic Standards Board to the Secretary that inform AMS program management decisions and policy changes.

As described above, respondents to this previously approved information collection also include State program officials, certifying agents, organic inspectors, and organic operations. The USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2) include generic descriptions of information to be collected. The types of information collected from these respondents is described below. The information collected has been used by certifying agents to determine compliance of organic operations, and by AMS to evaluate the compliance of organically produced products, evaluate the effectiveness of the program, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes.

State organic programs: The USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2) include generic descriptions of information to be collected from State organic programs. Information collections described in the USDA organic regulations includes the following:
· AMS collects a program description (including statutory authorities) and statement of acceptance of the general requirements for organic programs.
· State organic programs submit to AMS findings of non-compliant organic operations and results of residue testing.
The information collected has been used by AMS to evaluate the compliance of State organic programs and organically produced products around the world, to evaluate the effectiveness of the program, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes.

Certifying agents: Certifying agents are State government, private, or foreign entities who are accredited by AMS to certify operations as organic in accordance with the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2). Certifiers are responsible for:
· Meeting the applicable requirements of the USDA organic regulations.
· Providing access to information, documents, and records as necessary for the audit and maintenance of accreditation.
· Providing access to documents that provide insight into a certifier’s level of independence and impartiality from its related bodies, where applicable.
· Arranging witness and/or review audits and operational visits of certified operations or applicants as requested by the NOP or authorized auditors.
· Attending required NOP trainings.
The USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2) include generic descriptions of information to be collected from certifying agents. This information includes the submission of form TM-10CG (Application for Accreditation) described above. Information collections described in the USDA organic regulations includes the following:
· Certifying agents are to communicate review results to applicants applying for USDA organic certification, provide operations with copies of inspection reports and residue test results regarding their operations, and issue an organic certificate, if appropriate. Certifying agents must also provide written notification to operations of noncompliances, approval of corrective actions, and if certification is denied or noncompliant proposed corrective actions are not sufficient.
· Certifying agents are to provide a copy of the previous year’s inspection reports to the inspector.
· Certifying agents are to provide AMS with copies of all certification approval, denial, noncompliance, suspension, or revocation of certification.
AMS uses the information collected to evaluate the compliance of certifying agents and organically produced products, the effectiveness of the program, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes. AMS also uses the information collected to perform a full audit of each certifying agent every five (5) years, as well as a partial audit halfway between the audit cycle.

Organic inspectors: Inspectors may be employees of certifying agents or independent contractors. Inspectors conduct on-site inspections of each applicant for certification and annual on-site inspections of certified operations and provide a written report of their findings to the certifying agent. Inspectors may also conduct unannounced inspections or collect samples for residue testing as instructed by the certifying agent. Certifying agents and AMS use the information collected to evaluate the compliance of organically produced products. AMS also uses the information collected to evaluate the effectiveness of the program, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes.

Operations: Operations include any entity that produces or handles an agricultural product that is eligible for organic certification. Examples of organic producers include crop, livestock, and poultry farmers and ranchers, and wild crop harvesters. Examples of organic handlers include millers, bulk distributors, food manufacturers, processors, and packers. Operations claiming an exemption from certification must meet all USDA organic regulatory requirements for exemptions, outlined in 7 CFR 205.101. While exempt from certification, the USDA organic regulations require exempt operations to maintain records for three (3) years that demonstrate compliance with the USDA organic regulations and their eligibility for exemption from certification. The USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205) (Attachment 2) include generic descriptions of information to be collected from certified operations and operations applying for certification. Information collections described in the USDA organic regulations includes the following:
· Certified operations and operations seeking certification must submit an organic system plan (OSP) to their certifying agent. After certification is granted, operations submit annual updates to their OSP to their certifying agent.
Certifying agents and AMS use the information collected to evaluate the compliance of organically produced products. AMS also uses the information collected to evaluate the effectiveness of the program, and to inform program management decisions and policy changes.

[bookmark: Item03]3.	Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e. g. permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection. Also describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden.
AMS revised this information collection to include estimates of paperwork burdens related to the five-year Transition to Organic Partnership Program and the NOP Online Complaint Portal.

Transition to Organic Partnership Program respondents are described above in Item 2. Program cooperators (described above in Item 2) collecting the information are certifying agents who have established information submission methods in place that allow for multiple forms of information collection techniques, including automated, electronic, mechanical, or otherwise. This allows certifying agents to permit the electronic submission of responses where possible to reduce the burden on respondents.

NOP Online Complaint Portal respondents are described above in Item 2. Complaints have historically been received and investigated by AMS since the publication of the first USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205, 65 FR 80548, December 21, 2000). As always, the public may submit complaints how they wish, using mail, fax, phone, email, or now—the NOP Online Complaint Portal. The NOP Online Complaint Portal was built in order to reduce the reporting burden on respondents as the webpage is easily found in internet searches, is compatible with portable computers, tablets, and smartphones, and allows respondents to submit information electronically while staying anonymous if they wish.

AMS is committed to complying with the e-Government Act, which requires Government agencies, in general, to provide the public the option of submitting information or transacting business electronically to the maximum extent possible. As such, the AMS National Organic Program (NOP) is a paperless office, and certifying agents submit information to the NOP electronically using email or by using the INTEGRITY database (described above in Item 2). Organic operations have established information submission relationships with their certifying agent, and in most cases, information collected by AMS is submitted through certifying agents. Certifying agents submit information to the NOP electronically, through their established relationships with NOP Accreditation Division staff (Accreditation Managers assigned to each certifying agent).

[bookmark: Item04]4.	Describe efforts to identify duplication. Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purpose(s) described in item 2 above.
In an effort to identify duplication, AMS requires organic operations to submit information through their certifying agent. These certifying agents are best positioned to identify previously collected information that may be used to evaluate compliance with the USDA organic regulations.

In the writing of USDA organic regulations, AMS makes every effort to contact appropriate sources within USDA, other government agencies, and outside sources to ensure that we are not duplicating information collection. Some of the information collected from organic operations, certifying agents, State organic programs, and petitioners is unique to the organic industry. Examples of information collected that could be duplicated includes names and addresses, which are routinely collected for income tax and other purposes for other federal, state, or local governments and program. Additionally, some federal, state, or local programs or governments may require operations to provide maps and other information that may be contained in the organic system plan (described above in Item 2). In an effort to identify duplication, AMS encourages certifying agents to accept existing information (such as the examples above) and records that can be used to evaluate the compliance of organic operations, where possible.

[bookmark: Item05]5.	If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities (item 5 of OMB form 83-i, describe the methods used to minimize burden.
The Small Business Administration (SBA) now uses various values to classify small crop and animal producers as small entities. The average small business threshold of applicable agricultural/animal production businesses listed under the current SBA size standards is approximately $5.3 million, with the lowest threshold being $2.25 million. Based on the 2022 Census of Agriculture, AMS estimates a majority of organic operations would classify as small under both of these SBA estimates.

AMS estimates most certifying agents would also be considered small businesses. Certifying agents fall under North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code 541990 (All Other Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services), with average annual receipts of $19.5 million or less [Small Business Administration (SBA) https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-13/section-121.201].

To minimize the information collection burden on small operations, the USDA organic regulations include an exemption of certification for select operations, which are generally small businesses or other small entities. This exemption is described above in Item 2 (under “Operations”).

In the writing of USDA organic regulations, AMS makes every effort to minimize the burden on small businesses and other small entities. In an effort to minimize the burden on small businesses and other small entities, AMS encourages certifying agents to accept existing information and records that can be used to evaluate the compliance of organic operations, where possible.

[bookmark: Item06]6.	Describe the consequences to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.
If the collection of information were not conducted, AMS would not be able to fulfill the functions of the NOP and USDA organic regulations, as mandated by the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (OFPA), as amended (7 U.S.C. chapter 94) (Attachment 1).

There is no mechanism for collecting the information less frequently, as the frequency of information collection is mandated by OFPA. Examples include the requirement for annual on-site inspections (7 U.S.C. 6506), review of State organic programs every five (5) years (7 U.S.C. 6507), and the review for renewal of accreditation for certifying agents every five (5) years (7 U.S.C. 6514).

[bookmark: Item07]7.	Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be conducted in a manner:

Requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly;
No respondents associated with this information collection are required to report more than quarterly.

Requiring respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;
No respondents associated with this information collection are required to respond in fewer than 30 days.

Requiring respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any document;
No respondents associated with this information collection are required to submit more than an original and two copies of any document. Document types are described above in Item 2.

Requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records for more than three years;
Respondents associated with this information collection are required to retain records for more than three years. However, this is not a new requirement associated with this information collection. Respondents associated with this information collection are subject to record retentions mandated by OFPA [7 U.S.C. 6519(a)] and the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR 205.103 and 205.510). These record retentions are covered in the currently approved information collection package for the NOP (OMB Control Number 0581-0191). These existing record retentions include the following:
· Certified organic livestock operations must maintain, for no less than five (5) years, records concerning the production or handling of certified organic agricultural products [7 CFR 205.103(b)(4)].
· Certifying agents must maintain, for no less than 10 years, records concerning the activities of the certifying agent [7 CFR 205.510(b)].

In connection with a statistical survey, that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;
Respondent information collected is not connected to a statistical survey.

Requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not be reviewed and approved by OMB;
Respondents are not required to use statistical data classifications that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB.

That includes a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority established in statue or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or
No unsupported pledge of confidentiality is used in this information collection. Confidentiality is addressed in the OFPA [7 U.S.C. 6519(a)(5)], which states:
§6519. Recordkeeping, investigations, and enforcement
(a) Recordkeeping
…
(5) Confidentiality
Except as provided in section 6506(a)(9) of this title, or as otherwise directed by the Secretary or the Attorney General for enforcement purposes, no officer, employee, or agent of the United States shall make available to the public any information, statistic, or document obtained from, or made available by, any person under this chapter, other than in a manner that ensures that confidentiality is preserved regarding—
(A) the identity of all relevant persons (including parties to a contract); and
(B) proprietary business information.

Certifying agents must also remain compliant with the USDA organic regulations, 7 CFR 205.501(a)(10), which incorporates additional certifying agent confidentiality requirements from OFPA 7 U.S.C. 6515(f). The USDA organic regulations state:
§ 205.501 General requirements for accreditation.
(a) A private or governmental entity accredited as a certifying agent under this subpart must:
…
(10) Maintain strict confidentiality with respect to its clients under the applicable organic certification program and not disclose to third parties (except for the Secretary or the applicable State organic program's governing State official or their authorized representatives) any business-related information concerning any client obtained while implementing the regulations in this part, except:
(i) For information that must be made available to any member of the public, as provided for in § 205.504(b)(5);
(ii) For enforcement purposes, certifying agents must exchange any compliance-related information that is credibly needed to certify, decertify, or investigate an operation, including for the purpose of verifying supply chain traceability and audit trail documentation; and
(iii) If a certified operation's proprietary business information is compliance-related and thus credibly needed to certify, decertify, or investigate that operation, certifying agents may exchange that information for the purposes of enforcing the Act, but the information in question still retains its proprietary character even after it is exchanged and all of the certifying agents that are involved in the exchange still have a duty to preserve the confidentiality of that information after the exchange.

Requiring respondents to submit proprietary trade secret, or other confidential information unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information’s confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.
There are no other special circumstances that require respondents to submit proprietary trade secret, or other confidential information. Confidentiality is addressed in the OFPA [7 U.S.C. 6519(a)(5)], which states:
§6519. Recordkeeping, investigations, and enforcement
(a) Recordkeeping
…
(5) Confidentiality
Except as provided in section 6506(a)(9) of this title, or as otherwise directed by the Secretary or the Attorney General for enforcement purposes, no officer, employee, or agent of the United States shall make available to the public any information, statistic, or document obtained from, or made available by, any person under this chapter, other than in a manner that ensures that confidentiality is preserved regarding—
(A) the identity of all relevant persons (including parties to a contract); and
(B) proprietary business information.

Certifying agents must also remain compliant with the USDA organic regulations, 7 CFR 205.501(a)(10), which incorporates additional certifying agent confidentiality requirements from OFPA 7 U.S.C. 6515(f). The USDA organic regulations state:
§ 205.501 General requirements for accreditation.
(a) A private or governmental entity accredited as a certifying agent under this subpart must:
…
(10) Maintain strict confidentiality with respect to its clients under the applicable organic certification program and not disclose to third parties (except for the Secretary or the applicable State organic program's governing State official or their authorized representatives) any business-related information concerning any client obtained while implementing the regulations in this part, except:
(i) For information that must be made available to any member of the public, as provided for in § 205.504(b)(5);
(ii) For enforcement purposes, certifying agents must exchange any compliance-related information that is credibly needed to certify, decertify, or investigate an operation, including for the purpose of verifying supply chain traceability and audit trail documentation; and
(iii) If a certified operation's proprietary business information is compliance-related and thus credibly needed to certify, decertify, or investigate that operation, certifying agents may exchange that information for the purposes of enforcing the Act, but the information in question still retains its proprietary character even after it is exchanged and all of the certifying agents that are involved in the exchange still have a duty to preserve the confidentiality of that information after the exchange.

[bookmark: Item08]8.	If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in the Federal Register of the agency’s notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB. Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and describe actions taken by the agency in response to these comments. Specifically address comments received on cost and hour burden.
On November 21, 2023, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) published a notice in the Federal Register (Vol. 88, No. 223, 88 FR 81039) (Attachment 26) announcing AMS’s intent to revise a previously approved information collection. AMS took this action in order to notify the public and solicit their feedback, and to continue to fulfill the requirements of the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (OFPA), as amended (7 U.S.C. chapter 94) (Attachment 1), and the USDA organic regulations (7 CFR part 205). The 60-day comment period ended on January 22, 2024, with AMS receiving 1,515 public comments (Attachment 27). In this section, AMS summarizes the public comments received. Based on its analysis of the comments, AMS did not make changes to the information collection in response to public comments. The reasons for this are described below.

AMS solicited public comment on the following topics:
Revisions being made to “National Organic Program,” (OMB Control Number 0581–0191) to (1) revise the explanatory/instructional text in form TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3), (2) include the Transition to Organic Partnership Program, and (3) include the NOP Online Complaint Portal.
(i) [W]hether the proposed collection of information is necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the agency, including whether the information shall have practical utility; (ii) the accuracy of the agency's estimate of the burden of the proposed collection of information; (iii) ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be collected; and (iv) ways to minimize the burden of the collection of information on those who are to respond, including through the use of automated collection techniques or other forms of information technology.

No comments directly addressed AMS’s request for comments on the revisions to TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3), the addition of the Transition to Organic Partnership Program information collection, the necessity and usefulness of the proposed information collection, or the estimated burden of the proposed collection.

One comment suggested changing the NOP Online Complaint Portal to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information collected. Changes suggested included improving public knowledge of the complaint system, adding the ability for submitters to track the review status of their submitted complaints, and revising the AMS website to include more public-facing information on complaints, including in-depth summaries of ongoing and completed complaints.

AMS regularly shares information regarding enforcement activity and encourages the public to review this information on our website, www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic-enforcement-activity. AMS appreciates the commenter’s feedback about the NOP Online Complaint Portal and will continue to review our approach to inviting complaints from the public. However, as the comment did not directly relate to the accuracy of our estimated information collection burden with respect to the NOP Online Complaint Portal, AMS is not revising this information collection. Again, AMS will consider this feedback in future development of the NOP Online Complaint Portal.

Some comments responded to AMS’s request for comments on ways to minimize the burden of the collection of information. These comments expressed concerns about the cost of USDA organic certification and the information collection burden on small operations. They recommended simplifying certification processes and fraud reporting procedures and clarifying risk assessment processes. This included discussion about the frequency of on-site inspections and organic system plan updates for continuing certification. One commenter suggested a method to reduce the burden of information collection on small USDA certified organic operations. This commenter suggested that small operations should be allowed to submit an annual self-attestation of continued compliance with the USDA organic regulations in order to reduce the occurrence of on-site inspections from an annual basis to every three years.

AMS appreciates this feedback and the discussion of alternate compliance and enforcement mechanisms. Annual on-site inspections are mandated by the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (OFPA) (7 U.S.C. 6506). Reducing on-site inspections for small operations from an annual basis to every three years would require Congress to change OFPA. As such, AMS is not making changes to the existing information collection in response to these comments. AMS supports the interest in sound and sensible and risk-based approaches to certification data collection and will continue to discuss this need with certifiers. This may help reduce the time needed for information collection over time but does not change the current estimates in this submittal.

Some commenters also discussed policy topics outside the scope of this information collection. A commenter claimed that operations converting natural and undeveloped land (“native ecosystems”) to organic production have an unfair advantage over operations converting agricultural land to organic production. This commenter requested that AMS revise the information collection to require USDA certified organic operations to report how many acres of nonagricultural land are converted to organic agricultural production.

In an effort to reduce the burden of information collection on the public, AMS only collects the information necessary to demonstrate compliance with the USDA organic regulations. OFPA outlines land transition requirements (7 U.S.C. 6504); any changes to OFPA related to native ecosystems would require an act from Congress. AMS is not making changes to the existing information collection in response to these comments.

Another commenter expressed concern regarding the definition of “organic importer” in the USDA organic regulations, stating that the current definition does not cover all necessary operations engaged in the imports of organic product to the United States. AMS recently finalized the Strengthening Organic Enforcement (SOE) rule (88 FR 3548, January 19, 2023), which strengthens oversight of organic importers. AMS used public comment to refine this final rule and maximize benefits to the organic industry. We encourage the public to review additional information regarding this rulemaking on our website, www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/strengthening-organic-enforcement.

At a later date, AMS plans to update this information collection to describe revisions made to NOP 2110–1 (NOP Import Certificate) (Attachment 8) and the Organic Integrity Database (INTEGRITY) due to this recent rulemaking. As described above in Item 1, AMS will then merge the separate SOE information collection into this information collection to include these revisions. While AMS appreciates the discussion around these topics, we are not making any changes in response to these comments, as changes to the USDA organic regulations are outside the scope of this request for a revision of the currently approved information collection.

Finally, many public comments received about this information collection were form letters that requested AMS require additional information collection and public disclosure regarding USDA certified organic operations that produce crops using container, hydroponic, and other soilless production systems. These comments requested that AMS collect several new categories of information (such as yields and market value for crops produced without soil) from these operations.

Container, hydroponic, and other soilless crop production systems are allowed under OFPA and may be certified organic as long as the certifying agent determines that the system complies with the applicable USDA organic regulations. There are a wide range of practices used in organic production that demonstrate compliance. To reduce the burden of information collection on the public, AMS only collects the information necessary to demonstrate compliance.

AMS does not find it appropriate to collect and publish business information on a subset of organic production methods. For instance, AMS does not require USDA certified organic dairy operations to publicly report the amount of milk produced using a grain-free diet (a production method in addition to the USDA organic requirements). AMS has not made any changes to this information collection in response to these comments, as changes to the USDA organic regulations are outside the scope of this request.

Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.
As described in Item 8 above, AMS reached out to over 77,000 subscribers (number of subscribers as of September 2023) asking for public comment on this information collection through NOP’s Organic Insider email bulletin. Consultation with representatives of those from whom information is to be obtained occurs once every three years as the NOP renews the information collection package and seeks public comment in that process.

In addition to seeking public comment on this information collection, we discussed our request for renewal of this information collection with the following individuals, who, between them, have experience in the USDA organic regulations and the records associated with USDA organic certification:
· Krista Wanser, Deputy Director of Quality and Accreditation at Oregon Tilth (a certifying agent). This individual provided feedback on the accuracy of AMS's estimate of the burden of the proposed collection of information. Based on this feedback, AMS has made the following changes to the estimated burden:
(1) Reports “Hours per response” for respondents “certifying agents” was increased from one (1) hour to five (5) hours.
(2) Reports “Hours per response” for respondents “certifying agents” and “State organic programs” was increased from ten (10) hours to fifty (50) hours.
(3) Records “annual hours per recordkeeper” for respondents “certifying agents” was increased from two (2) hours to five (5) hours.
· Kyla Smith, NOSB Chairperson (2021-present, term ends in 2026) and Certification Policy Advisor at Pennsylvania Certified Organic (a certifying agent). This individual did not provide feedback beyond what is covered above in Item 8 regarding public comment submissions.
· John Foster, Chief Operating Officer at Wolf & Associates (organic consultants) and former NOSB member (2010-2015), farmer, organic inspector, and certifying agent. This individual did not provide feedback beyond what is covered above in Item 8 regarding public comment submissions.

Consultation with representatives of those from whom information is to be obtained or those who must compile records should occur at least once every three years – even if the collection of information activity is the same as in prior periods. There may be circumstances that may preclude consultation in a specific situation. These circumstances should be explained.
As described in Item 8 above, AMS reached out to over 77,000 subscribers (number of subscribers as of September 2023) asking for public comment on this information collection through NOP’s Organic Insider email bulletin. Consultation with representatives of those from whom information is to be obtained occurs once every three years as the NOP renews the information collection package and seeks public comment in that process.

In addition to seeking public comment on this information collection, we discussed our request for renewal of this information collection with the following individuals, who, between them, have experience in the USDA organic regulations and the records associated with USDA organic certification:
· Krista Wanser, Deputy Director of Quality and Accreditation at Oregon Tilth (a certifying agent). This individual provided feedback on the accuracy of AMS's estimate of the burden of the proposed collection of information. Based on this feedback, AMS has made the following changes to the estimated burden:
(1) Reports “Hours per response” for respondents “certifying agents” was increased from one (1) hour to five (5) hours.
(2) Reports “Hours per response” for respondents “certifying agents” and “State organic programs” was increased from ten (10) hours to fifty (50) hours.
(3) Records “annual hours per recordkeeper” for respondents “certifying agents” was increased from two (2) hours to five (5) hours.
· Kyla Smith, NOSB Chairperson (2021-present, term ends in 2026) and Certification Policy Advisor at Pennsylvania Certified Organic (a certifying agent). This individual did not provide feedback beyond what is covered above in Item 8 regarding public comment submissions.
· John Foster, Chief Operating Officer at Wolf & Associates (organic consultants) and former NOSB member (2010-2015), farmer, organic inspector, and certifying agent. This individual did not provide feedback beyond what is covered above in Item 8 regarding public comment submissions.

[bookmark: Item09]9.	Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.
No payments or gifts will be provided to respondents.

[bookmark: Item10]10.	Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statue, regulation, or agency policy.
Respondents are provided confidentiality assurance as the information collected from USDA certified organic respondents are to be submitted to AMS through their certifying agent. As certifying agents accredited by AMS, certifying agents (along with all government employees and government contractors) are considered an “agent of the United States” and are held to the confidentiality statues in the OFPA [7 U.S.C. 6519(a)(5)], which states:
§6519. Recordkeeping, investigations, and enforcement
(a) Recordkeeping
…
(5) Confidentiality
Except as provided in section 6506(a)(9) of this title, or as otherwise directed by the Secretary or the Attorney General for enforcement purposes, no officer, employee, or agent of the United States shall make available to the public any information, statistic, or document obtained from, or made available by, any person under this chapter, other than in a manner that ensures that confidentiality is preserved regarding—
(A) the identity of all relevant persons (including parties to a contract); and
(B) proprietary business information.

Certifying agents must also remain compliant with the USDA organic regulations, 7 CFR 205.501(a)(10), which incorporates additional certifying agent confidentiality requirements from OFPA 7 U.S.C. 6515(f). The USDA organic regulations state:
§ 205.501 General requirements for accreditation.
(a) A private or governmental entity accredited as a certifying agent under this subpart must:
…
(10) Maintain strict confidentiality with respect to its clients under the applicable organic certification program and not disclose to third parties (except for the Secretary or the applicable State organic program's governing State official or their authorized representatives) any business-related information concerning any client obtained while implementing the regulations in this part, except:
(i) For information that must be made available to any member of the public, as provided for in § 205.504(b)(5);
(ii) For enforcement purposes, certifying agents must exchange any compliance-related information that is credibly needed to certify, decertify, or investigate an operation, including for the purpose of verifying supply chain traceability and audit trail documentation; and
(iii) If a certified operation's proprietary business information is compliance-related and thus credibly needed to certify, decertify, or investigate that operation, certifying agents may exchange that information for the purposes of enforcing the Act, but the information in question still retains its proprietary character even after it is exchanged and all of the certifying agents that are involved in the exchange still have a duty to preserve the confidentiality of that information after the exchange.

In addition to USDA certified organic respondents, all respondents to this information collection are provided confidentiality assurance as the information collected by AMS is held to the confidentiality statues in the OFPA [7 U.S.C. 6519(a)(5)] stated above.

[bookmark: Item11]11.	Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private. This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary. The specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.
No questions in this information collection relate to sexual behavior and attitudes or religious beliefs.

[bookmark: Item12]12.	Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information. The statement should:

Indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, and an explanation of how the burden was estimated. Unless directed to do so, agencies should not conduct special surveys to obtain information on which to base hour burden estimates. Consultation with a sample (fewer than 10) of potential respondents is desirable. If the hour burden on respondents is expected to vary widely because of difference in activity, size, or complexity, show the range of estimated hour burden, and explain the reasons for the variance. Generally, estimates should not include burden hours for customary and usual business practices.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 55,285 respondents.

Estimated Number of Responses per Respondent (frequency): 5.2 responses per respondent per year.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on Respondents: 3,940,459 hours.

This estimated burden includes time needed for participant education; record creation and administration; and preparation, review, and submission of reports. Respondents include producers and handlers of certified and exempt organic products, organic inspectors, certifying agents, State governments, petitioners, complainants, and participants in the Transition to Organic Partnership Program. These estimates are covered in further detail in the accompanying OMB form 83-i (Attachment 28) and AMS 71 Grid (Attachment 29) spreadsheet.

If this request for approval covers more than one form, provide separate hour burden estimates for each form and aggregate the hour burdens in item 13 of OMB form 83-i.
In addition to generic descriptions of information to be collected (described in the USDA organic regulations, 7 CFR part 205), the information collection includes three forms: (1) TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3); (2) TM–11 (Export Certificate) (Attachment 6); and (3) NOP 2110–1 (NOP Import Certificate) (Attachment 8). How information is reported is explained in further detail above in Item 2.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 76 respondents.

Estimated Number of Responses per Respondent (frequency): 1,834.8 responses per respondent per year.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on Respondents: 697,585.1 hours.

The estimated burden for forms included in this information collection is also incorporated into the data presented in Item 12 (part 1) above. Certifying agents are the only respondents to forms included in the information collection. This estimated burden includes time needed for participant education; record creation and administration; and preparation, review, and submission of the forms above. These estimates are covered in further detail in the accompanying OMB form 83-i (Attachment 28) and AMS 71 Grid (Attachment 29) spreadsheet.

Provide estimates of annualized cost to respondents for the hour burdens for collections of information, identifying and using appropriate wage rate categories.
The estimated annual cost to respondents for the hour burden for this collection of information is estimated to be $174,188,208.99. These estimates are covered in further detail in Table 1. Annualized costs to respondents below and data showing the wage rate categories that were used in these estimates are contained in the “Respondents” page of AMS 71 Grid (Attachment 29).

[bookmark: _Ref159869305]Table 1. Annualized costs to respondents
	Respondent type
	Number of Respondents
	Wage & Benefits
	Reporting Hours
	Reporting Costs
	Recordkeeping Hours
	Recordkeeping Costs

	Exempt organic operations - Domestic
	3,088
	$52.14
	-
	$0
	80,287.5 
	$4,185,809

	Organic operations - Domestic
	28,060
	$52.14
	224,482.7
	$11,703,465
	1,459,137.7
	$76,072,522

	Organic operations - Foreign
	18,420
	$38.22
	147,360.0
	$5,632,707
	957,840.0
	$36,612,597

	Organic operations - TOTAL
	46,480
	-
	371,842.7
	$17,336,172
	2,416,977.7
	$112,685,120

	USDA U.S.-Based Certifying agents
	43
	$47.89
	394,471.3
	$18,891,602
	215.0
	$10,297

	USDA Foreign-Based Certifying agents
	33
	$35.11
	302,733.8
	$10,629,682
	165.0
	$5,794

	USDA Certifiers - TOTAL
	76
	-
	697,205.1
	$29,521,284
	380.0
	$16,090

	USDA U.S.-Based Organic inspectors
	130
	$30.50
	250,464.0
	$7,639,047
	-
	$0

	USDA Foreign-Based Organic inspectors
	63
	$22.36
	121,378.7
	$2,714,204
	-
	$0

	Organic inspectors - TOTAL
	193
	-
	371,842.7
	$10,353,251
	-
	$0

	Public petitioners
	14
	$50.54
	405.0
	$20,470
	-
	$0

	State organic programs (domestic only)
	1
	$47.89
	10.0
	$479
	-
	$0

	Participants in the TOPPs program
	4,833
	$52.14
	1,208.3
	$62,997
	-
	$0

	Complainants
	600
	$21.79
	300.0
	$6,537
	-
	$0

	TOTAL
	55,285
	-
	1,442,813.9
	$57,301,190.49
	2,497,645.2
	$116,887,018.50

	
	
	
	TOTAL hours
	3,940,459.0
	TOTAL costs
	$174,188,208.99



[bookmark: Item13]13.	Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to respondents for recordkeepers resulting from the collection of information. Do not include the cost of any hour burden shown in items 12 and 14.
The hourly burden estimate resulting from this information collection is described in Item 12. There is no other annual cost burden to respondents for recordkeepers to describe here as there are no capital and start-up costs associated with this information collection.

The cost estimate should be split into two components: (a) A total capital and start-up cost component (annualized over its expected useful life); and (b) A total operation and maintenance and purchase of services component. The estimates should take into account costs associated with generating, maintaining, and disclosing or providing the information. Include descriptions of methods used to estimate major cost factors including system and technology acquisition, expected useful life of capital equipment, the discount rate(s), and the time period over which costs would be incurred. Capital and start-up costs include, among other items, preparations for collecting information such as purchasing computers and software; monitoring, sampling, drilling and testing equipment; and record storage facilities.
There is no (a) capital and start-up cost estimated or (b) operation maintenance or service purchasing cost associated with this information collection. Equipment or services used by respondents to this information collection is part of customary and usual business and private practices.

If cost estimates are expected to vary widely, agencies should present ranges of cost burdens and explain the reasons for the variance. The cost of purchasing or contracting out information collection services should be a part of this cost burden estimate. In developing cost burden estimates, agencies may consult with a sample of respondents (fewer than 10), utilize the 60-day pre-OMB submission public comment process and use existing economic or regulatory impact analysis associated with the rulemaking containing the information collection, as appropriate.
Burden estimates and their associated cost are described in Item 12. AMS does not expect a wide range of recordkeeping or reporting burden due to this collection of information.

Generally, estimates should not include purchases of equipment or services, or portions thereof, made: (1) Prior to October 1, 1995, (2) To achieve regulatory compliance with requirements not associated with the information collection, (3) For reasons other than to provide information or keeping records for the government, or (4) As part of customary and usual business or private practices.
This information collection does not require the purchase of equipment or services as equipment and services used by respondents to this information collection is part of customary and usual business and private practices.

[bookmark: Item14]14.	Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal Government. Also, provide a description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of hours, operation expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information. Agencies also may aggregate cost estimates from items 12, 13, and 14 in a single table.
The AMS National Organic Program (NOP) has a total appropriated budget of $22 million in FY 2023. With respect to the annualized cost associated with working with the information gathered under this collection, NOP estimates it to include 24 full-time equivalents (FTE), at a loaded cost of $161,500 each, plus $1 million for information technology expenses. AMS estimates that 75% of these 24 FTE's time is spent on activities due to this information collection, for an estimated total of $3.7 million. This estimate was developed based on the following assumptions:
· Most information gathered under the NOP is used by third-party certification agencies to administer certification activities.
· The information used by NOP staff includes certification records reviewed during audits and accreditation reviews, and data in the Organic Integrity Database (INTEGRITY).

This equates to information management and review activities conducted by approximately 20 auditors and accreditation managers and four (4) program analysts and system specialists. The loaded cost includes salary and benefits, travel, equipment, supplies, and minor administrative support; and reflects mostly GS-12 and GS-13 staff, with GS-14 supervisory oversight. The information technology expenses cover some development costs, and operations and maintenance for the systems used to house and manage the associated information.

[bookmark: Item15]15.	Explain the reason for any program changes or adjustments reported in items 13 or 14 of the OMB form 83-i.
The current OMB inventory for this information collection is 5,667,276 hours. AMS is requesting to change this inventory to 3,940,459 hours. This is reported as an adjustment of - 1,726,817 hours in 13(f) of OMB form 83-i (Attachment 28). This adjustment is due to a decrease in hours where AMS refined estimating methods, and to a program change that added hours to include participants of the Transition to Organic Partnership Program and respondents utilizing the NOP Online Complaint Portal. While preparing this revision, AMS identified several duplicative, overestimated, or overlapping burden hour estimates. AMS refined our estimating methods by reducing hours to better reflect real-world reporting and recordkeeping hours and removing and/or combining duplicative burden estimates.

Changes to the information collection are described above in Item 1. How the burden was estimated is explained above in Item 12. The calculation for these adjustments is also outlined in AMS 71 Grid (Attachment 29).

[bookmark: Item16]16.	For collections of information whose results would be published, outline plans for tabulation, and publication. Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used. Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.
AMS does not plan to publish data obtained through this information collection. However, the AMS National Organic Program (NOP) frequently updates the organic industry on the activities of the program at annual certifying agent training (not open to the public) and at biannual National Organic Standards Board [the NOP’s Federal Advisory Committee] public meetings. AMS may share summaries of certification and compliance activities at these events. These summaries would share information such as how many operations are certified organic, and how many investigations have been completed. No complex analytical techniques will be used. No confidential information would be published.

[bookmark: Item17]17.	If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.
AMS plans to display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection on the forms used in this information collection: (1) TM–10CG (Application for Accreditation) (Attachment 3); (2) TM–11 (Export Certificate) (Attachment 6); and (3) NOP 2110–1 (NOP Import Certificate) (Attachment 8).

AMS is seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of this information collection in locations outside of the three forms mentioned above, as there is no form on which to display the expiration date. How information is collected is explained in further detail above in Item 2.

[bookmark: Item18]18.	Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in item 19, “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions” of OMB form 83-i.
AMS is not claiming any exceptions to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the OMB form 83-i (Attachment 28).

In Item 19 (Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions) of OMB form 83-i (Attachment 28), AMS certifies that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 5 CFR 1320.9. The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It uses plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
i. Why the information is being collected;
ii. Use of information;
iii. Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, or mandatory);
iv. Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
v. Need to display currently valid OMB control number;
(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective management and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of the instructions);
(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
(j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.
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