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September 3, 2025

Re: Response to FNS-2025-0020-0002 (Federal Register Number 90 FR 23884)

Dear Stephanie Dillard and Patricia Montague,
Thank you for your comment on the Agency Information Collection Activities; Proposals, Submissions, and Approvals: Generic Clearance to Conduct Formative Research or Development of Nutrition Education and Promotion Materials and Related Tools and Grants for FNS Population Groups Federal Register Notice 90 FR 23884.  State agency comments are vital in contributing to the enhanced functioning of how we standardized formatting for the way we collect information from grant applicants for discretionary grant programs released by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Agency.
The School Nutrition Association (SNA) recommends the following:
While understanding that as stated in a previous notice on discretionary grants, the UGA application package ‘...allows for a more expeditious OMB clearance process’, it is beneficial that this notice clarifies the process of submitting discretionary grants and the steps involved for the different types of grants. This should provide consistency in the process and streamline the grant package preparation.
General Information on FNS’ grant process is available on the FNS public website at https://www.fns.usda.gov/fm/financial-management.  This website provides an overview of the steps in the FNS grants process. Additionally, FNS includes specific information on how to apply in each notice of funding opportunity that we publish.  FNS is committed to continuing to hone and improve our process and we will take your feedback into account as we consider  further enhancements to the Uniform Grant Application process.  FNS strives to provide State Agencies with timely responses to all inquiries and requests.
FNS appreciates your support and acknowledgement of the Agency Information Collection Activities as both essential and necessary to the Uniform Grant Application Process.  We hope this information is useful to you.
Sincerely 

Erica Antonson
Branch chief, Grants and Fiscal Policy Division
USDA, FNS, Office Financial Management
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