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I am a college student majoring in Geography and passionate about public health. I am writing to express my support and provide feedback from academic research and personal experience for the National Program of Cancer Registries Cancer (NPCR) Surveillance System on information collected on cancer incidence, trends, and outcomes (CDC, 2025).

According to the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results Program (SEER), brain and other nervous system cancers accounted for 3.1% of cancer-related deaths in 2024; 18,760 individuals lost their battle with Brain and Other Nervous System Cancer (NCI, 2025). Much like the families and friends that this terrible disease has impacted, I am inspired to act. My father lost his courageous battle to an aggressive and rare form of brain cancer, glioblastoma multiforme (GBM). I have committed my research to studying the spatial relationship between cancer incidence rates and environmental factors. The NPCR data collection is imperative in identifying these complex relationships and has vital implications in addressing public health challenges.

The data collected is invaluable in bridging the critical gaps in cancer research by collecting and disseminating comprehensive and spatially enabled data. Existing policies, such as the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), underscore the importance of linking environmental hazards to human health outcomes (ATSDR, n.d.).
A lack of standardized data collection on cancer statistics impedes accurate analysis in predicting human health outcomes when applying environmental factors. This hinders the ability to analyze information across geographic regions accurately. The lack of accurate analysis impedes policymakers' capacity to recommend and implement evidence-based policies.

The NPCR Cancer Surveillance System (CSS) allows the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to collect, aggregate, evaluate, and disseminate cancer incidence data at the national level. This initiative provides a standard, allows for the accurate analysis of cancer incidence rates, and enables spatial analysis of the relationship of environmental exposures that contribute to cancer risks. Geospatial information (zip codes, census tracts) combined with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) superfund sites enable an analysis to uncover previously undiscovered patterns to implement in targeted interventions and policies.

The CSS's data collection improves our understanding of cancer incidence rates and environmental factors by providing spatial information and accessibility. With unprecedented exposure to toxic exposure (EPA, 2025) and the unknown future, it is imperative to continue to research and understand the relationship environmental exposure has on human health. Evidence-based analysis empowers policymakers to advocate for policies to protect the human population. I am hopeful that these efforts will inspire future scientists and researchers to continue to ask important questions, analyze spatial relationships, and advocate for change that will inspire meaningful changes.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my input and perspectives. I am hopeful that this initiative will help improve cancer outcomes and provide a safer environment for everyone.



CDC RESPONSE
From: CDC
Sent:, September 30, 2025
To: sarahbethcaldwell@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: National Program of Cancer Registries Cancer Surveillance System 2025-00163

Hello Ms. Caldwell,
Thank you for your comment on the Federal Register Notice for National Program of Cancer Registries Cancer Surveillance System (OMB #0920-0469). We appreciate your support and for sharing your perspective. Your public comment has been noted in our records. 

Thank you,
CDC


