


CMS-10690 Responses to 30-day Comment Period

CMS received three comments from proficiency testing (PT) providers on CMS-10690. 

Commenter 1

Comment:  The commenter supported the evaluation criteria that laboratories must identify organisms to the highest level that the laboratory reports results on patient specimens, but noted that the PT programs are not responsible for determining the highest level of reporting microbiology PT results to the PT programs and do not determine successful participation in PT.

Response:  CMS agrees and has removed the language. 

Commenter 2

Comment:  The commenter noted that the laboratory community needs guidance on the definition of “highest level”.  The commenter also noted that the PT programs are not responsible for determining the highest level of reporting microbiology PT results to the PT programs and do not determine successful participation in PT. 
 

Response:  CMS appreciates the comment on the need for guidance on the definition of “highest level”.  CMS will take this comment under advisement.  Collection of Information notices do not establish policy or regulatory requirements.  CMS agrees with the commenter that PT programs are not responsible for determining the “highest level” and successful participation in PT and has removed the language.

Commenter 3

Comment:  The commenter noted that PT programs do not determine successful participation in PT. 

Response: CMS agrees and has removed the language. 







