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The undersigned file these comments in response to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s (NHTSA, agency) Notice and Request for Comment (RFC) regarding Fatality
Analysis Reporting System (FARS) and Non-Traffic Surveillance (NTS).!

Motor Vehicle Deaths Remain Historically High

America’s roads are moving an ever-increasing number of people and goods.? This activity
comes with a significant human toll, infrastructure challenge and price tag. On average, 112
people were killed every day on roads in the U.S., totaling nearly 41,000 fatalities in 2023.> This
is a 24 percent increase in deaths in just a decade.* An additional 2.44 million people were
injured.’ Early projections for 2024 traffic fatalities remain at a similar historic high level; over
39,000 people are estimated to have been killed that year.® Additionally, in 2021, the most recent
year for which data is available according to the Non-Traffic Surveillance (NTS) system, an

estimated 3,990 people were killed in non-traffic motor vehicle crashes, an increase of 26 percent
from 2020.”

These devastating crashes impact millions of Americans each year including the families of U.S.
Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) Secretary Duffy and Members of Congress. These
tragedies result in long-lasting effects which often are not accounted for in statistics alone. For
every single death and serious injury, there is a horrific ripple effect forever changing the lives of
children, parents, friends and communities.
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In addition to the physical and emotional repercussions and infrastructure damage due to motor
vehicle crashes, the annual economic cost is approximately $340 billion (2019 dollars).® This
figure equates to every person living in the U.S. essentially paying an annual “crash tax” of over
$1,000. Moreover, the total value of societal harm from motor vehicle crashes in 2019, which
includes loss of life, pain and decreased quality of life, was nearly $1.4 trillion.” When adjusted
solely for inflation, this figure amounts to over $1.79 trillion.!? Research from the Network of
Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS) finds motor vehicle crashes cost employers $72.2 billion in
direct crash-related expenses in 2019.!!

NHTSA’s Crash Databases Are Critical to Improving Roadway Safety

As stated in the current RFC, “NHTSA’s mission is to save lives, prevent injuries, and reduce
economic losses resulting from motor vehicle crashes. In order to accomplish this mission,
NHTSA needs high-quality data on motor vehicle crashes.”!? For five decades, FARS has
provided that data by compiling essential information about “all crashes involving fatalities that
occur on our nation’s roadways.”'® Similarly, NTS collects important data regarding non-traffic
crashes and non-crash injuries and fatalities.*

Numerous stakeholders have long used FARS data to better understand motor vehicle crashes,
conduct groundbreaking research and advance solutions to help improve public safety on our
Nation’s roads.!> FARS is essential to NHTSA’s promulgation of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards (FMVSS). According to the agency, “[tlhe FMVSS [Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards] remain NHTSA’s core way of ensuring that all motor vehicles provide the requisite
level of safety performance and provide it within a technical timeframe.”'® In fact, NHTSA has
estimated that from 1968 through 2019, NHTSA’s safety standards have prevented more than
860,000 deaths, 49 million nonfatal injuries and damage to 65 million vehicles.!” In addition,
during that time frame the comprehensive societal benefits amounted to $17.3 trillion, using
2019 dollars.'® Moreover, FARS data has helped to advance numerous safety technologies such
as electronic stability control (ESC), airbags and antilock braking systems. !’
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Without this data and the other databases maintained by NHTSA efforts to address the leading
causes of motor vehicle crashes would be severely hampered. As such, NHTSA must continue to
support and maintain FARS and NTS.
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