FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION
Special Notice for Repairs
(Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 216)
SUPPORTING JUSTIFICATION
OMB Control No. 2130-0504

Summary of Submission

0. This submission is a request for an extension without change of the last three-year approval granted by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) on February 27, 2023, which expires February 28, 2026. 

0. The Federal Railroad Administration (hereafter “FRA” or “the “Agency”) published a required 60-day Notice in the Federal Register on December 03, 2025.  See 90 FR 55774.  FRA received zero comments in response to this Notice. 

0. The total number of burden hours requested for this information collection submission is 3 hours, which remains unchanged since the last submission.   

0. The total number of responses requested for this information collection submission is 7 responses, which remains unchanged since the last submission.

0. The answer to question number 12 itemizes all information collection requirements. 

1. Circumstances that make collection of the information necessary.

FRA has broad statutory authority to regulate railroad safety.  The Federal Railroad Safety Act of 1970 (Safety Act) also granted the Secretary of Transportation rulemaking authority over all areas of railroad safety.  This authority was subsequently delegated to the FRA Administrator.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  49 CFR 1.89] 


Under this authority, FRA published a final rule[footnoteRef:4] concerning Special Notices for Repairs and Emergency Order procedures for railroad track, locomotives, and equipment.  This final rule gives FRA inspectors and State inspectors that are in partnership with FRA the authority to issue a Special Notice for Repairs that can order a railroad to remove from service unsafe equipment or reduce the authorized operating speed on a section of track.  In addition, an FRA track inspector or State track inspector may issue a notice to a railroad when finding track conditions that may require the issuance of an Emergency Order removing the track from service.  Unless the railroad completes the necessary repairs and the inspector withdraws this Notice of Track Conditions, the process continues, and FRA may potentially issue an Emergency Order to remove track from service.    [4:  See 41 FR 18657, as amended at 41 FR 43153] 


2. How, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.

Under 49 CFR part 216, subpart B, FRA and State inspectors may issue a Special Notice for Repairs to notify a railroad in writing of an unsafe condition involving a locomotive, car, or track.  FRA and State inspectors, in partnership with FRA, use this information to remove from service freight cars, passenger cars, and locomotives until they can be restored to a serviceable condition.  They also use this information to reduce the maximum authorized speed on a section of track until repairs can be made.  The railroad must notify FRA in writing when the equipment is returned to service or the track is restored to a condition permitting operations at speeds authorized for a higher class, specifying the repairs completed.

For track-related notices, they describe the conditions requiring the track to be lowered in class, specify the exact location of the affected track segment, and state the highest class and corresponding maximum speeds at which trains may be operated over that track.  After receipt of such notice, railroads must not operate trains at speeds exceeding the stated permissible speeds until such time as the track conforms to applicable standards for a higher class.  

The details of each paperwork requirement are covered under question 12 of this document.

3. Extent of automated information collection.

FRA strongly encourages the use of advanced information technology, wherever feasible, to reduce the burden on respondents.

The amount and type of information required by this collection does not require elaborate information processing.  For the convenience of railroads and other agency respondents, FRA has provided its safety forms on the agency website so that users can easily download them.  

4.	Efforts to identify duplication.

This information is not duplicated anywhere.  Similar data is not available from any other source.

5.	Efforts to minimize the burden on small businesses.

The only time information is collected from small railroads is when their equipment or track is found unsafe, and FRA or State inspectors need to resort to issuing a Special Notice for Repairs to correct the condition.  The burden on small railroads for this information collection is minimal.

6.	Impact of less frequent collection of information.
	
If the information were not collected, or were collected less frequently, rail safety in the United States would be seriously jeopardized.  The data collected allows FRA and State inspectors to remove from service freight cars, passenger cars, and locomotives until they can be restored to a serviceable condition, and to reduce the maximum authorized speed on a section of track until repairs can be made. 

In sum, this collection of information aids FRA’s comprehensive safety program and serves to promote safe rail travel and the safe operation of trains for both the traveling public and railroad workers.  

7.	Special circumstances.

This is not a routine submission that must be regularly submitted to FRA.  The requirement must be performed only after the railroad has permitted unsafe equipment or track to continue in service.

There are no special circumstances associated with this information request.

8.	Compliance with 5 CFR 1320.8.

As required by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) and 5 CFR 1320, FRA published a notice in the Federal Register on December 3, 2025,[footnoteRef:5] soliciting comment from the public, railroads, and other interested parties on these information collection requirements.  FRA received 0 comments in response to this notice. [5:  90 FR 55774. ] 


Consultations with representatives of the affected population:

As a part of FRA’s oversight and enforcement, individuals from the railroad industry are generally in direct contact with FRA’s inspectors at the time of the site inspection and can provide any comments or concerns to them.

9.	Payments or gifts to respondents.

There are no monetary payments or gifts made to respondents associated with the information collection requirements contained in this ICR.
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10.	Assurance of confidentiality.

The information collected is not of a confidential nature, and FRA pledges no confidentiality.

11.	Justification for any questions of a sensitive nature.

There are no questions of a sensitive or private nature involving this regulation and its associated information collection requirements.

12.       Estimate of burden hours for information collected.

The estimates for the respondent universe, annual responses, and average time per response are based on the experience and expertise of FRA’s Office of Railroad Safety.

	Section[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Section 216.25, Issuance and review of emergency order is exempt from the PRA under 5 CFR 1320.4(a)(2) and has been removed from the table.  This adjustment has no impact on burden hours.  ] 

	Respondent Universe
	Total
Annual Responses
(A)
	Average Time
per 
Response
(B)
	Total Annual Burden Hours
(C) = A * B
	Wage
Rate[footnoteRef:7] [7:  The dollar equivalent cost is derived from the 2023 Surface Transportation Board Full Year Wage A&B data series using employee group 200 (Professional Administrative Staff) hourly wage rate of $50.93.  The total burden wage rate (straight time plus 75%) used in the table is $89.13 ($50.93 x 1.75 = $89.13).] 

	Total Annual Dollar Cost Equivalent
(D)=C * wage rates
	

	216.13 Special notice for repairs - locomotive
	

	— (b) RR reply to special notice for repair informing FRA that affected locomotive is returned to service – FRA Form F 6180.8
	754 
railroads
	5
forms 
	15
minutes
	1.25
hours
	$89.13
	$111.41
	The RR shall notify FRA in writing when the locomotive is returned to service, specifying the repairs completed. The RR officer or employee directly responsible for the repairs shall subscribe this writing under oath.

	216.14 Special notice for repairs – passenger equipment

	—(b) RR notification in writing that equipment is returned to service 
	The estimated paperwork burden for this requirement is covered under OMB Control No. 2130-0544 (see §§ 238.15 through 238.19).  

	216.15 Special notice for repairs – track class

	—(b) RR reply to special notice for repair informing FRA that affected track is restored to condition permitting operations at higher speeds – FRA Form F 6180.8a
	754 railroads
	1
form
	15
minutes
	0.25
hours
	$89.13
	$22.28
	The RR shall notify FRA in writing when the track is restored to a condition permitting operations at speeds authorized for a higher class, specifying the repairs completed.

	216.17 Appeals

	—RR’s right to appeal decision
	FRA anticipates zero appeal requests during this 3-year ICR period. 

	216.21 Notice of track conditions 

	—(b) Letter from RR to FRA Staff Director that affected track has been repaired and is ready for re-inspection 
	754 railroads
	1
letter
	1
hour
	1
hour
	$89.13
	$89.13
	In the event the RR immediately commences repairs on the affected track and so advises FRA, FRA will assign an inspector to reinspect the track immediately on the completion of repairs. If upon reinspection the inspector determines that necessary repairs have been completed, the Inspector withdraws the Notice of Track Conditions.

	Total[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Totals may not sum due to rounding.] 

	754 railroads
	7
responses
	
	3
hours
	
	$222.82
	



13.	Estimate of total annual costs to respondents.

There is no additional cost to the respondents outside of the burden hours accounted for under Item 12 above.

14.	Estimate of Cost to Federal Government.

FRA employees perform routine inspections of freight cars, locomotives, and track, and issues Special Notice of Repairs as part of their normal duties.  

15.	Explanation of program changes and adjustments.

This submission is an extension without change to a current collection of information.  Thus, the requested number of burden hours remains at 3 hours, which is unchanged from the last submission, and the requested number of responses remains at 7.  Currently, there are no adjustments or changes in the method of this collection.
 
16.	Publication of results of data collection.

FRA does not plan to tabulate or publish the responses.  

17.	Approval for not displaying the expiration date for OMB approval.

FRA intends to display the expiration date.

18.	Exception to certification statement.

[bookmark: QuickMark_1]No exceptions are taken at this time. 
