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Comments Received

I'am pleased to submit this letter in response to the Census Bureau's request for comments on its information collection
request (ICR) for the 2025 Annual Integrated Economic Survey (AIES), as invited by a Federal Register notice of January 20,
2026 (91 FR 2330).

1 write to jprovide enthusiastic support for OMB clearance of the 2025 AIES. In my view, the availability of reliable data from
the 2025 AIES s essential for enabling inteligent, informed public and private decision-making. As a consequence, the 2025
AIES can be seen as a critcal asset to American economic securiy. To faciltate s fulfiling this role, | offer two proposed
terms of clearance for OMB consideration, as follows:

1) "Within three months of clearance, the Census Bureau shall provide OMB with a four-column multi-page table in
landscape format that succinctly provides information regarding the importance of each of the uses of the AIES identiied in
Sections 2 and 4 of Supporting Statement A. Use categories would be laid out in rows. Column headings would include use
category; three or four sentences describing the nature and importance of the use; an order-of-magnitude description of the
‘economic importance of the category decisions informed by AIES data; and an order-of-magnitude description of the
‘economic impacts of an AIES with unreliable data.”

1 suggest this term of clearance as | view the current text in Sections 2 and 4 as not adequately providing information on the
magnitude of the economic importance of the AIES and of the negative consequences of unreliable AIES, information
necessary for OIRA to fully understand the relationships between projected respondent burden and projected economic
value

2)"Within nine months of clearance, the Census Bureau shall provide OMB with a report that includes a) the results of a
‘comparison of annual economic data (establishments, employment, eamings) by NAICS code in the Business Register with
in the LEHD Employer Characteristics File (ECF) [nttps:/flehd.ces.census.gov/datallehd-snapshot-
docfiatest/sections/employer_levellect htmi]

for the years 2015-2024, b) a description of trends in the discrepancy between BR and ECF estimates over time, ) an
‘assessment of the impact of the Census Bureau's recent efforts to increase NAICS classification accuracy on the trend, and
d) implications for future efforts to further increase classification accuracy.

As noted in my previous comments to OMB on the AIES, issues regarding NAICS classification accuracy (as identified by the
Census Bureau) suggest an undesirable gap between current and desired relabilty of the AIES. In response, OMB has
‘approved terms of clearance directing the Census Bureau to report on its efforts to improve NAICS ciassification accuracy,
‘which it has laudably carried out. | recently became aware that the Census Bureau LEHD Program's employer files are
NAICS-classified by the BLS. While recognizing that Census and BLS criteria for classification differ for good reasons (as
described by Census to OMB in a previous ICR), a comparison of the two sets of economic data by NAICS code over time
‘would aid understanding of trends in Census NAICS classification relative to BLS ciassification.

For OMB's information as it considers my suggestion, | have attached a comparison of Census County Business Pattems
data and BLS QCEW data by select NAICS codes.

I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the AIES and look forward to OMB's response.
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Note: QCEW figures are annual averages of monthly figures. County Business Patterns figures are for week of March 12. Industry classfications are per 2017
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Prepared by Andrew Reamer, Research Professor, GWIPP, George Washington University
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Semiconductor Machinery Manufacturing (NAICS 333242), Nation & States, 2023
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