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Susie Zagorski
Inshore IPA Representative
C/o United Catcher Boats Association
4005 20th Ave West, Suite 116
Seattle WA, 98199

August 11, 2025


Adrienne Thomas
NOAA PRA Officer
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Department of Commerce

Subject: OMB Control Number 0648-0401

The current and proposed information collection requirements for the Bering Sea Pollock Fishery Incentive Plan Agreement (IPA) and the Bering Sea Pollock Fishery IPA Annual Report are both necessary and have strong practical utility. 
The sector specific Incentive Plan Agreements are practical as they are an important tool used by the IPA Representatives to manage salmon bycatch avoidance specifically for their fleet and in accordance with the federal IPA guidelines. The Inshore pollock sector participants support the Incentive Plan Agreement because it is a suite of fine-scale dynamic tools used to minimize salmon bycatch, to the extent practicable, and quickly respond to changing conditions. The dynamic IPA tools allow industry to be more flexible and responsive to management needs and concerns, an approach that is far more effective than rigid management regulations that could unnecessarily shut the fishery down. The Annual IPA report serves as a transparent, public-facing annual audit of the IPA program and provides significant updates to the public as well as the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council (NPFMC) and NOAA Fisheries (NMFS). 
The estimated time and cost burden for these collections are reasonable and accurately reflect the effort required. While the effort required to complete these two documents is considerable, the deadline for which they must be submitted allows an appropriate timeframe for completion. Given that these two documents are already accepted via electronic submission, there are no additional suggested efficiencies at this time.

Sincerely,


Susie Zagorski
Inshore IPA Representative 
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