Background Information on USPTO Paperwork Reduction Act Notices
0651-0082: Patents and PTAB Pro Bono Programs

 Summary  
Publishing 60-day and 30-day notices for USPTO information collections is a statutory requirement under the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA).  Recent OMB guidance now requires agencies to have a senior political appointee review these notices.  The USPTO needs to publish a 60-day notice for 0651-0082 in order to renew that information collection; the current expiration date is 04/30/2026.   

Publication Timeline:  
USPTO aims to publish 60-day notices 5-6 months in advance of the expiration date and 30-day notices 2 months in advance of the expiration date. Here is the current timeline for information collection 0082 expiring on 04/30/2026.  

	 Information Collection Number 
	Name of Information Collection 
	Expiration Date of Information Collection  
	Type of Notice 
	Expected Publication Month 

	0651-0082
	Patents and PTAB Pro Bono Programs
	04/30/2026
	60-day notice 
	September 2025 

	
	
	
	30-day notice 
	November 2025 



0651-0082:  Patent and PTAB Pro Bono Programs

This information collection has been active since 2017. During the last renewal, in 2022, the USPTO did not receive any public comments. This information collection contains burdens related to filling out forms (hourly burden).   
  
This information collection covers the surveys used in the Patents and PTAB Pro Bono Programs. The surveys gather information about the effectiveness of the programs and how participants utilize the programs resources. The information, at its highest level, allows the USPTO to determine whether the regional hubs and national clearinghouse are matching qualified under-resourced inventors with volunteer patent practitioners and help estimate the total economic benefit derived by under-resourced inventors in the form of donated legal services. This information also helps the USPTO determine if the regional hubs and clearinghouse are effectively serving under-resourced inventors and whether they may need additional support.
 
Background on the Federal Register Notices Required by the PRA  
[bookmark: _Int_ANWq5bHS] Under the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) (44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), Federal Agencies must obtain approval from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for each collection of information they conduct or sponsor. “Collection of information” is defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR 1320.3(c) and includes Agency requests or requirements that members of the public submit reports, keep records, or provide information to a third party.  
 
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA requires Federal Agencies to provide a 60-day notice in the Federal Register concerning each proposed collection of information, including each proposed extension of an existing collection of information, before submitting the collection to OMB for approval.  Section 5 CFR 1320.10(a) requires Federal Agencies to publish a 30-day notice immediately prior to the submission of an information collection request to OMB.  Each type of notice states that OMB approval is being sought for the information collection and directs the public regarding how to receive information on the information collection and how to submit public comments.   
 
Review Process:  
Current Steps include:  
1. BU and Records and Information Compliance Program Office (RICPO) produce final draft of notice. 
2. BU sponsor or leader sign clearance sheet.  OUS requests that someone within the BU with direct knowledge of the information collection be included in the sign off.  At their discretion, the BU may include more than one signer.   
3. RICPO/PRA officer clear notice and sign clearance sheet.  
4. Notices submitted to the IQ system and review process. 
5. OUS approves notices. 
6. RICPO sends to DOC for clearance to publish. 
7. Notice returns to RICPO for processing and publication. 

These notices will be submitted, by RICPO, to the Federal Register via the FR document submission portal. The notices will be signed and submitted by either Lisa Lawn (Director of RICPO) or Justin Isaac (Agency Information Collections Officer).   
