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SUPPORTING STATEMENT

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the information collection necessary.
Importing firearms, ammunition, and defense articles into the United States is subject to the provisions of 18 U.S.C. § 925(d) and (e), 22 U.S.C. § 2778, and 26 U.S.C. § 5844. Except as provided or specifically authorized by the Attorney General, importing articles coming within the purview of these statutes is restricted or prohibited unless the firearms meet certain criteria and the Attorney General authorizes the person to import those items.
Implementing regulations at 27 CFR 447.42, 478.112, 478.113, 478.113a, 478.116, 478.119, 479.111, 479.112, and 479.113 require persons seeking to import firearms or ammunition to submit to the Director, ATF, an Application/Permit to Import Firearms, Ammunition, and Defense Articles, ATF Form 5330.3A (“Form 6, part I”). If the Director, ATF, approves the application, the form also serves as the permit to import the article(s) described on the form.

2. Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information will be used.

ATF uses the information on Form 6, part I, to determine if the articles described on the application qualify to be imported into the United States, and if the importer may legally import them. If approved, the form then also serves to pemit the specific importer to import those items. The U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) also uses the approved form to allow the listed articles entry into the United States. Many importers also use the form for internal accounting purposes. 

In addition, ATF may disclose the collected information to other federal, state, foreign, and local law enforcement and regulatory agency personnel in order to verify information on the application, and to aid in performing their duties to enforce and regulate firearms and ammunition, where such disclosure is not prohibited by law. 

The licensee must permanently retain this form.

[bookmark: _Hlk188869116]3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the information collection involves using automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection.

The form is available online on ATF’s eForms platform, where applicants may complete and submit the form online. In addition, applicants may download the form in fillable format from ATF’s website, complete it electronically, then print and mail it to ATF. More than 90 percent of applicats complete the form through the eForms platform.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

This information is not duplicative and requires the person requesting permission to import items to identify themselves, provide information about themselves that ATF can use to determine if they are prohibited from possessing or importing firearms, etc., and identify the specific firearms, etc., that they wish to import. This information must be submitted each time so that ATF knows who is requesting permission, can determine that they remain permitted to import, and can provide approval to import the enumerated items. The information is not otherwise available from another source. ATF uses a uniform subject classification system for forms to identify duplication and to ensure that any similar information already available cannot be used or modified to use in this information collection.

5. If the information collection impacts small businesses or other small entities, describe any methods used to minimize burden.

This information collection does not have a significant impact on small entities.

6. Describe the consequences to federal programs or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

Without this information collection there would be an increase in firearm(s), ammunition, and/or defense article(s) illegally imported into the United States. This form authorizes persons to import such articles. There would also likely be an increase in firearm(s), ammunition, and/or defense article(s) illegally imported from countries which are proscribed pursuant to 22 CFR 126.1. In addition, without this collection, the permitted imports would likely prove highly burdensome to the CBP, as they also rely on the information in this collection to determine whether an item is being lawfully imported.

7. Explain any special circumstances that would cause the information collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with 5 CFR 1320.6.

Requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly: The ATF Form 6 Part I is submitted at the frequency of the importers’ needs. There is no mandate by ATF that the ATF Form 6 Part I be submitted on a reoccurring basis. But there are instances where the importer would need to submit the form more than once a quarter, for example, when the importer has a change in quantity of goods imported that is more than what the applicant listed on the approved application or when the country of import changes, etc. 

Requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records for more than three years: Federal firearms licensees must retain this form as part of their ATF required records doe the length of time prescribed by 27 CFR 478.129(d). Currently, that time period is indefinite, but it has also been 20 years and may be so again. Either way, it is longer than three years. Federal firearms licensees must retain these and other firearm transaction records for at least 20 years because the records are critical for tracing firearms used in crimes, and thus aid law enforcement across the country. In addition, they also aid ATF in determining that licensees are complying with federal law and that firearms are not stolen or missing from inventory. Importers registered under the AECA who do not also hold a federal firearms license must retain this form as part of their ATF required records for at least the six-year period prescribed by 27 CFR 447.34(b). 

There are no other special circumstances associated with this information collection, which is otherwise conducted in a manner consistent with 5 CFR 1320.6.

[bookmark: _Hlk188869254]8. If applicable, provide a copy, and identify the date and page number, of the agency’s notice published in the Federal Register, as required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB.

The 60-Day Notice was published in the Federal Register on 12/01/2025 (90 FR 55180). The comment period ended on January 30, 2026, ATF received no comments.

9. Explain any decision to provide any payments or gifts to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.

ATF does not provide payments or gifts in connection with this collection. 

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

ATF has not assured respondents of confidentiality. However, the information being collected includes PII and is thus protected by the Privacy Act. The information is maintained by ATF in a system of records, Justice/ATF-[###], [system title]. The form that accompanies this ICR includes a Privacy Act statement that covers this information and informs respondents of the system of records, routine uses, etc.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.

[bookmark: _Hlk188869322]This information collection does not ask questions or require information of a sensitive nature.

12. Provide estimates of the information collection’s hour burden.


Applicants may electronically fill/sign, print, and mail the completed form to ATF or choose to access, complete, sign, and submit it electronically via ATF’s eForms system. ATF estimates that there are 13,777 respondents per year, but that more than 90 percent, or 12,077+, of the respondents submit this form via eForms and the remaining ten percent, or 1,700, submit by mail.

ATF estimates that a Shipping, Receiving, and Inventory Clerk worker would be a likely employee to complete the form on behalf of the firearms licensee, at an average hourly wage rate of $20.54.[footnoteRef:3]1 In order to account for fringe employment benefits such as insurance, ATF used a load rate of 1.4 multiplied to the average wage rate, making the loaded wage rate $29 ($20.54 average wage rate * 1.4 load rate).[footnoteRef:4] [3:  https://www.bls.gov/oes/2023/may/oes475032.htm.]  [4:  https://data.bls.gov/pdq/SurveyOutputServlet using codes: total compensation code CMU2010000000000D and wages and salaries code CMU2020000000000D. Load rate of 1.42 = $41.62 average total compensation / $29.35 wages and salaries.] 


ATF estimates that completing and mailing paper forms takes 30 minutes (0.5 hours) each, while completing eForms takes 15 minutes (0.25 hours), each responding once annually. Of the 12,077 electronic submissions, the total annual burden is 3,019.25 (12,077 respondents * .25 hours) while the 1,700 paper submissions result in an annual burden of 850 hours (1,700 respondents * .5 hours). When multiplied by the wage rate of $29, the paper submissions amount to a total monetized burden of $24,650 (850 hours * $29), while electronic submissions result in $87,558 (3,019 hours * $29).

Table 1. Estimated annualized respondent cost and hour burden (rounded)
	Activity
	Number of respondents
	Frequency
	Total annual responses
	Time per response (hours)
	Total annual burden (hours)
	Hourly rate*
	Monetized value of respondent time

	Paper form
	1,700
	1
	1,700
	.5
	850 hours
	$29
	$24,650

	Electronic form 
	12,077
	1
	12,077
	.25
	3,019 hours
	$29
	$87,558

	Totals
	13,777
	1
	13,777
	.281
(combined average; roughly 17 minutes)
	3,869 hours
	$29
	$112,208



Therefore, the total monetized value of the time burden associated with this collection is $112,208 (13,777 total responses * $8.14 cost per response).

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to respondents or record-keepers resulting from the information collection. (Do not include the cost of any hour burden shown in Items 12 and 14).

Respondents who do not file electronically must mail the form to ATF. Therefore, respondents who choose not to file electronically incur a postage cost. Of the 13,777 respondents that complete the form, 1,700 respondents submit by mail, for a total annual cost of $1,241 (1,700 respondents * $.73 postage rate).

14. Provide estimates of the annualized cost to the federal government.

ATF estimates no additional costs to the federal government associated with this collection. This is due to the current staffing and administrative capacity already in place to complete any marginal processing required under this information collection, with long-term staffing capacity serving as a sunk cost. In addition, ATF no longer prints and stocks this form, instead providing it online.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

This information collection has been revised to reflect an increase in the number of persons who submit requests to import, from 10,000 three years ago to 13,777 in 2025, an increase of 3,777 requests annually. In addition, the collection has been revised to reflect a change in the amount of time it takes to complete and submit the information, due to technological developments. More than 90 percent of respondents now respond via ATF’s online eForms system, cutting out the time invovled in completing and mailing paper forms. As a result of these combined changes, the information collection has been revised to reflect a decrease in the total annual hourly burden, from 5,000 hours three years ago to 3,869 in 2025, a decrease of 1,131 hours. In addition, ATF is including monetized value of this time due to recent OMB changes, and has also made small revisions to the title to make it easier to read.

[bookmark: _Hlk188874978]16. For information collections whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulations and publication.

ATF will not publish the results of this collection.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.

ATF intends to display the OMB expiration date for this information collection.
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

This information collection does not include any exceptions to the certification statement.

[bookmark: _Hlk188988292]B. INFORMATION COLLECTIONS EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS.

This collection does not employ statistical methods.


1

