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Introduction: Every three years, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) collects the noise abatement inventory, which consists of all the constructed noise abatement measures in each of the 50 States, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 772.13(f) requires State Department of Transportation (DOT) to maintain this inventory and submit it to FHWA. Therefore, to fulfill this requirement, FHWA is requesting a reinstatement of the previously approved information collection request, so staff can continue to collect the noise abatement information required by regulation.
Part A. Justification.
1. Circumstances that make collection of information necessary:
This information collection request is required by 23 CFR 772.13(f), which requires State DOTs to maintain an inventory of constructed noise abatement measures and for FHWA to collect it via Office of Management and Budget (OMB) collection requirements. This information is collected every three years for the noise abatement inventory. The information to be collected includes location, design characteristics, costs, project specifics, and what land uses the abatement measure is protecting from noise. The information is used to create a national inventory that allows FHWA to see trends over time, share the information with the public, use it for research projects, and help State DOTs determine their feasible and reasonable factor in deployment of noise abatement.   

23 CFR 772 gives each State DOT flexibility to determine the feasibility and reasonableness of implementing noise abatement. The collection data reflects the flexibility in noise abatement decision-making. Some states have built many noise barriers while a few have built none. 

The collection of information supports the Infrastructure and Efficiency strategic goals for DOT. The information allows FHWA to keep track of all of the noise abatement infrastructure built around the nation, provides FHWA and others data for research and analysis, and help State DOTs efficiently determine their feasible and reasonable factor in deployment of noise abatement. 
2. How, by whom, and for what purpose is the information used:
This information is collected every three years by FHWA via an email with an attached spreadsheet distributed to the State DOTs. The State DOTs then edit, copy, and paste their data into the spreadsheet and email it back to FHWA. The information is used to create a national inventory that allows FHWA to see trends over time, provide accountability and share the information with the public, and use it for research projects.

This listing continues to be extremely useful in the management of the highway traffic noise program, in our technical assistance efforts for State DOTs, and in responding to inquiries from Congress; Federal, State, and local agencies; and the general public. An updated listing of noise barriers is distributed nationally after every collection cycle. After review of their State-specific worksheet, a State DOT may request to delete, modify or add information to any calendar year.
3. Extent of automated information collection:
Participants will provide the information by spreadsheet, with 100% of the responses being electronic.
4. Efforts to identify duplication:
There are no known efforts to collect similar information at a national scale.
5. Efforts to minimize the burden on small businesses:
This data request is for State DOTs and does not require contributions by small businesses.
6. Impact of less frequent collection of information:
Greater than 3 years reduces the relevance of the information.
7. Special circumstances:
According to 23 CFR 772.13(f) the State DOTs are required to maintain an inventory of all constructed noise abatements. While the States are always required to maintain this inventory, FHWA only requests this information once every 3 years.  
8. Compliance with 5 CFR 1320.8:
The 60-day Federal Register notice intended to solicit comments on the information from the public was published on November 18, 2025, at [90 FR 51806]. There were no comments received.

The 30-day Federal Register notice intended to notify the public this information collection will be submitted to OMB for review and approval was published on January 29, 2026, at [91 FR 3977].
9. Payments or gifts to respondents:
There are no payments or gifts to the respondents, contractors, or grantees from this request of data collection. 
10. Assurance of confidentiality:
The requested information contains no personal or confidential data.  
11. Justification for collection of sensitive information:
The requested information contains no sensitive data. 
 
12. Estimate of burden hours for information requested:
	Respondents
	Forms & Submissions
	Hours
	Total Hours
	Avg Salary
	Total Cost

	52
	1
	8
	416 hours
	$38.49 per hour 
	$16,011.84



There are 52 respondents since all of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are required to submit an inventory. There is only one form that the states need to submit, and it is only submitted once during the three-year collection window. FHWA is assuming it will take around 8 hours on average to complete the collection, yet it is expected to be less. Therefore, the total hours for the collection is:



The average hour pay for a noise specialist at the state is $38.49[footnoteRef:3]. With the total hours for the three year collection cycle being 416 hours, the total cost for this is: [3:  $38.49 is based on the hourly wage of an environmental scientist and specialist from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. ] 




As mentioned before, there is only one submission for this collection and all 52 respondents must submit it. So, the 416 hours is the total amount of hours for the entire collection period and only occurs when the respondent submits the information, which they do only once. Because of this there is not annual costs or annual submissions, therefore annual costs do not apply to this collection. 
13. Estimate of total annual costs to respondents:
There are no costs to the participants beyond the hour burden.
14. Estimate of cost to the Federal government:
Two federal employees will be working on this collection, for 40 hours each, and one of them is a General Schedule (GS) 13 and the other is a GS 14. Besides them nobody else works on it and all of the work is electronic. The following is the calculation for the cost to the federal government:



Therefore, the total cost to the federal government is $4,902.4. Note for this cost any overhead costs are consider negligible, there is no printing for this, and there are no contractors working on this.   
15. Explanation of program changes or adjustments:
There is no increase in the number of burden hours associated with this collection. When the collection information is annualized the number of burden hours is 139. The collection is a three-year window during which only one submittal occurs. The submittal is required of all 52 respondents. The total burden hours are 416 hours for the collection period. 

16. Publication of results of data collection:
The results will be published on the following FHWA website in a spreadsheet that is viewable by the public: Inventory - Noise Barriers - Noise - Environment - FHWA. 


17. Approval for not displaying the expiration date of OMB approval:
There is no reason that displaying the expiration date of OMB would be inappropriate. 

18. Exceptions to certification statement:
There are no exceptions to the certification statement for this information collection request.





