JUSTIFICATION FOR NONMATERIALNONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGE
Patent Petitions to Application and Reexamination Processing Fees
OMB Control Number 0651-0059

Background

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is required by 35 U.S.C. 131 et seq. to examine an application for patent and, when appropriate, issue a patent.  The USPTO also is required to publish patent applications, with certain exceptions, promptly after the expiration of a period of eighteen months from the earliest filing date for which a benefit is sought under Title 35, United States Code.

Many actions taken by the USPTO during its examination of an application for patent or for reissue of a patent, or during its reexamination of a patent, are subject to review by an appeal to the Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB); appeals to PTAB are covered in other OMB approved information collections (0651-0063 and 0651-0069). For other USPTO actions, review is in the form of administrative review obtained via submission of a petition to the USPTO. USPTO petitions practice also provides an opportunity for a patent applicant or owner to supply additional information that may be required in order for the USPTO to further process an application or patent.

This information collection covers petitions filed in patent applications and reexamination proceedings that, when submitted to the USPTO, must be accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(f), (g), or (h). This information collection also covers the transmittals for the petition fees.

In support of RIN 0651-AD84 (Discontinuation of the Accelerated Examination Program for Utility Applications (90 FR 24324)[footnoteRef:2], the USPTO is removing one IC line (Petitions to Make Special Under Accelerated Examination Program (Patent Center only)) from this information collection. There will be a small decrease in the total estimated respondents (-133) and burden hours (-1,596) to this information collection due to this action.  [2:  https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-06-10/pdf/2025-10498.pdf. ] 


Summary of Changes

The removal of one IC line results in a decrease of 133 responses to the total estimated responses and 1,596 hours to the estimated hourly burden in collection 0651-0059. 

Changes in Burden

	Burden Type
	Currently Approved
	Proposed Change
	New Estimate

	Annual Number of Responses
	50,953
	-133
	50,830

	Annual Time Burden (Hr)
	82,237
	-1,596
	80,641

	Annual Non-Hour Cost Burden ($)
	4,877,062
	0
	4,877,062



0651-0059’s revised burden is as follows:

· 50,830 annual responses 
· 80,641 annual hourly burden
· $4,877,062 in annual non-hourly burden costs (unchanged)
