Attachment 2c. Public comment and CDC response
The following comment was submitted on February 4, 2026.
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CDC provided the following response.
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Comment of the Center for Regulatory Freedom
Docket No. CDC-2025-0915
Fellowship Management System (FMS)

‘The Center for Regulatory Freedom (CRF) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's
proposed revision to the Fellowship Management System (FMS) information collection under the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)

CRF commends CDC for reassessing the scope and necesstty of information collected through FMS and for proposing to remove alumni
tracking and reduce in-program activity monitoring functions that the agency now acknowledges are unnecessary or duplicative. This
streamlining reflects appropriate administrative discipline and reinforces the PRA's core purpose of limiting information collection to what
s genuinely required for agency functions.

At the same time, CRF notes that CDC's revised burden estimates—particularly the substantial increase in estimated time per response.
for host site applications—underscore the extent to which prior burden calculations understated real-world compliance costs. While
improved burden realism s preferable to optimistic estimates, CRF cautions against treating elevated administrative burdens as
inevitable or seljustifying once acknowledged. Instead, revised estimates should prompt continued scrutiny of whether application
content, supporting documentation, and procedural requirements can be further simplified or consolidated without impairing program
integrity.

CRF also encourages CDC and OMB to view this revision as an institutional lesson rather than a one-time correction. Information
collection systems, especially centralized IT platforms, tend to expand incrementally over time in ways that are not always apparent
absent periodic review. Regular sunset evaluation, function-by-function justification, and pruning of nonessential data elements are
essential to preventing adminisrative accretion that imposes unnecessary burdens on applicants and participating organizations—
particularly state and local public health entities with limited administrative capacity.

Finally, CRF supports CDC'’s continued use of electronic systems to reduce paperwork burden where appropriate, but emphasizes that
automation should not substitute for disciplined scoping of what information s collected in the first instance. PRA compliance depends not
only on efficient tools, but on restraint in defining the scope of required information.

For these reasons, CRF urges OMB to condition approval of this revised collection on continued commitment to burden minimization,
scope discipline, and periodic reassessment of FMS functions to ensure alignment with statutory necessity and practical utilty.

Andrew Langer
Director

Center for Regulatory Freedom
CPAC Foundation
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On behalf of CDC’s Division of Workforce Development, we would like to thank you for taking the time to review this notice and provide thoughtful feedback. Your
comments and recommendations were shared with the appropriate individuals. Please be assured that we review FMS content periodically to ensure that information
collection components are serving theirintended purpose, and we revise or delete data components to manage burden. From our perspective, the fellowship applicants,
fellows, and host sites are our customers. They are voluntarily partnering with CDC toward the shared goal of workforce development. The information collected in
the FMS helps us serve their needs. Please know that, in the spirit of the Paperwork Reduction Act and a commitment to greater efficiency, we will continue to reassess

and try to identify ways to streamline these operations. Thank you.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention




