Dear Mr. Cook,

Thank you for your public comment regarding data access in response to NIMH’s Information Collection Request titled "The National Institute of Mental Health Data Archive (NDA) Data Access Closeout Report" (ICR Reference No: 202602-0925-003). I am responding on behalf of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs.

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) maintains the federal scientific record by retaining the data in the NDA, while researchers accessing and using the data are not allowed to retain the data in perpetuity. The requirement that researchers confirm destruction of all copies of accessed data is necessary as it is a standard term to ensure accountability, support risk management over time, and promote adherence to the terms of access. This requirement also ensures compliance with NIH policy regarding unauthorized data retention and use, and helps to mitigate associated risks. While technical approaches can restrict access within controlled environments, they cannot ensure compliance with data use limitations once data have been accessed. Accordingly, we consider technical controls alone to be insufficient for our purposes at this time. However, we do appreciate you sharing your suggested approach to enforcing data governance “at the point of inception,” and we will continue to consider such technical controls as we constantly strive to optimize our data stewardship and reduce burden.

Thank you once again for your comment.

Very Respectfully,
Andrew Hooper, Ph.D.
Health Science Policy Analyst
National Institute of Mental Health
National Institutes of Health
andrew.hooper@nih.gov
