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February 10, 2026

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:		OMB/OIRA Statistical & Science Policy Branch

FROM:		Matthew Soldner, ED/IES/NCES

RE:		Change Request
		OMB 1850-0582 v. 33
		Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System 
		Admissions and Consumer Transparency Supplement (ACTS) Package

On December 17, 2025, OMB approved our request for a change to a currently approved collection. That change, motivated by a Presidential Memorandum and subsequent Secretarial Directive, enabled the ACTS collection.

In this memo, NCES seeks changes to the approved ACTS package in response to questions that have arisen from data submitters. These changes clarify valid values for, and instructions related to, certain ACTS data elements. Our highest priority changes are presented in bold. Specifically:

	Page(s) in Attachment
	Variable
	Requested Change

	Multiple locations
	N/A
	1. In the current Admissions codebooks, the same “applies to” text is repeated for multiple variables. The requested change simplifies the codebook by: (a) inserting a single instruction at the beginning of the document that applies to all variables, (b) removing duplicative text elsewhere, and (c) improving consistency of language and presentation across “applies to” text. 

	Multiple locations
	N/A
	2. Data submitters have requested clarification as to the “census date” they should use for the generation of data files. The requested change clarifies that the “census date” for ACTS is the same as in other relevant IPEDS collections. 

	24, 43, 47, 58
	Sex
	3. Data submitters have expressed concerns about record-level imputation of this variable. We provide instructions to clarify that null values should not be imputed prior to submission to NCES.

	27, 47, 48
	Enrollment Status and Full Time
	4. Subject matter experts have identified an opportunity to improve data quality. Simplify definition of both variables and their valid values to reduce risk of discordant reporting.

	28
	Bachelor’s or equivalent-seeking sub-cohort
	5. Subject matter experts have identified an opportunity to improve data quality. Simplify list of valid values to reduce risk of discordant reporting.

	30
	Unweighted secondary school GPA
	6. In response to questions received by Help Desk, reiterate using additional instruction that unweighted GPA is requested from data submitters. 

	30, 50
	Family income
	7. In response to questions received by Help Desk, reduce disclosure or other risk by reporting via categorical variable as opposed to continuous value. Also, to maintain consistency with other IPEDS collections, clarify instruction that definition of family income in includes spousal income, if any, for independent students.

	31, 33-38, 50-55
	Financial aid variables
	8. In response to questions received by Help Desk, reiterate that an “unknown” response is allowable if institutions have taken all reasonable steps to otherwise provide a valid value.

	32, 51
	Tuition and fees
	9. In response to questions received by Help Desk, advise respondents that if the value for this variable is unknown, they may use the value reported in the IPEDS Cost Survey.

	39
	Completion date
	10. In response to questions received by Help Desk, clarify that the “not applicable” value should be used in each field if the student did not complete.

	39, 40
	Completion benchmarks
	11. In response to questions received by Help Desk, add a “-5 Eligible Exclusion” valid value to indicate students who have been excluded from the IPEDS Graduation Rate component.

	43, 58
	Unweighted cumulative GPA
	12. In response to questions received by Help Desk, provide guidance on how to report cumulative GPA if institutions calculate multiple values for a single student.

	48, 49
	Degree/certificate program and CIP Code
	13. In response to questions received by Help Desk, provide guidance on how to report on multiple credentials and remove valid values for “unknown” and “not applicable”

	49-50
	Graduate Admissions Test Scores
	14. In response to questions received by Help Desk, clarify the circumstances in which “unknown” and “not applicable” codes are to be used.



Following OMB action on this request, IES will email all institutions to advise them of any approved changes to the ACTS collection. Institutions that have already submitted data to the IPEDS data collection will be allowed to re-submit their data reflecting any changes allowed and/or necessitated by OMB’s review of this change request.

If you have any questions about this request, please contact me at your convenience.

Attachments:
· Redline of “Admissions and Consumer Transparency Supplement (ACTS) Package”
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