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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket Number FRA-2026-0562]

Petitions for Special Approval of One-
Person Train Crew Operations

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This document provides the
public notice that First Coast Railroad
(FCRD) petitioned FRA for special
approval to operate with a one-person
train crew.

DATES: Comments: FRA must receive
comments on the petition by May 14,
2026. FRA will consider comments
received after that date to the extent
practicable.

ADDRESSES:

Comments: You may submit
comments identified by the docket
number FRA-2026-0562 via the Federal
eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

e Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number. All comments received will be
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information. Please see the
Privacy Act heading in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document for Privacy Act
information related to any submitted
comments or materials.

e Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the
online instructions for accessing the
docket.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christian Holt, Staff Director, Operating
Practices Division, FRA, telephone:
202-366—0978, email:
FRAOPCERTPROG®@dot.gov; or Alan
Nagler, Attorney Adviser, FRA,
telephone: 202-657-2848, email:
alan.nagler@dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under
title 49 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) part 218, subpart G, this
document provides the public notice
that by letter dated May 8, 2025 FCRD
petitioned FRA for special approval of
a one-person train crew operation in
Docket Number FRA-2026-0562.
Specifically, FCRD seeks special
approval under 49 CFR 218.135, Special
approval procedure, to initiate a one-
person train crew operation on
Fernandina Subdivision and Kingsland

Subdivision. FRA’s preliminary review
indicates that the special approval
petition included the information
required in 49 CFR 218.131(b). FCRD
must not implement the operation until
it receives FRA’s approval that the
petition is as safe or safer than a two-
person minimum train crew.

A copy of the petition, as well as any
written communications concerning the
petition, is available for review online at
www.regulations.gov. Interested parties
are invited to participate in these
proceedings by submitting written
views, data, or comments.

FRA does not anticipate scheduling a
public hearing in connection with these
proceedings since the facts do not
appear to warrant a hearing. If any
interested parties desire an opportunity
for oral comment and a public hearing,
they should notify FRA, in writing,
before the end of the comment period
and specify the basis for their request.

Communications received by May 14,
2026 will be considered by FRA before
final action is taken. Comments received
after that date will be considered if
practicable.

Privacy Act: Anyone can search the
electronic form of any written
communications and comments
received into any of FRA’s dockets by
the name of the individual submitting
the comment (or signing the document,
if submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). Under 5
U.S.C. 553(c), DOT solicits comments
from the public to inform its processes.
DOT posts these comments, without
edit, including any personal information
the commenter provides, to
www.regulations.gov, as described in
the system of records notice (DOT/ALL—
14 FDMS), which can be reviewed at
https://www.transportation.gov/privacy.
See also https://www.regulations.gov/
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of
www.regulations.gov. Whether or not
commenters identify themselves, all
timely comments will be fully
considered. If you wish to provide
comments containing proprietary or
confidential information, please contact
the agency for alternate submission
instructions.

Issued in Washington, DC.
John Karl Alexy,

Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety,
Chief Safety Officer.

[FR Doc. 2026—07181 Filed 4-13—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket No. FRA-2026—-0036]

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) and its
implementing regulations, this notice
announces that FRA is forwarding the
Information Collection Request (ICR)
summarized below to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and comment. The ICR describes
the information collection and its
expected burden. On January 30, 2026,
FRA published a notice providing a 60-
day period for public comment on the
ICR. FRA received no comments in
response to the notice.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before May 14,
2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed ICR
should be sent within 30 days of
publication of this notice to https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find the particular ICR by selecting
“Currently under Review—Open for
Public Comments”’ or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Joanne Swafford, Information Collection
Clearance Officer, at email:
joanne.swafford@dot.gov or telephone:
(757) 897—-9908.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The PRA,
44 U.S.C. 3501-3520, and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to issue
two notices seeking public comment on
information collection activities before
OMB may approve paperwork packages.
See 44 U.S.C. 3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.8
through 1320.12. On January 30, 2026,
FRA published a 60-day notice in the
Federal Register soliciting public
comment on the ICR for which it is now
seeking OMB approval. See 91 FR 4166.
FRA received zero comments related to
the proposed collection of information.

Before OMB decides whether to
approve this proposed collection of
information, it must provide 30 days’
notice for public comment. Federal law
requires OMB to approve or disapprove
paperwork packages between 30 and 60
days after the 30-day notice is
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published. 44 U.S.C. 3507(b) and (c); 5
CFR 1320.12(d); see also 60 FR 44978,
44983 (Aug. 29, 1995). The 30-day
notice informs the regulated community
of their opportunity to file relevant
comments and affords the agency
adequate time to consider public
comments before it renders a decision.
60 FR 44983 (Aug. 29, 1995). Therefore,
respondents should submit their
respective comments to OMB within 30
days of publication to best ensure
having their full effect.

Comments are invited on the
following ICR regarding: (1) whether the
information collection activities are
necessary for FRA to properly execute
its functions, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(2) the accuracy of FRA’s estimates of
the burden of the information collection
activities, including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used to
determine the estimates; (3) ways for
FRA to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information being
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the
burden of information collection
activities on the public, including the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

The summary below describes the ICR
that FRA will submit for OMB clearance
as the PRA requires:

Title: Rear End Marking Devices.

OMB Control Number: 2130-0523.

Abstract: 49 CFR part 221 contains
requirements for rear end marking
devices, which are subject to FRA
approval. Railroads must provide FRA
with a detailed description of the type
of marking devices used for any
locomotive operating singly or for cars
or locomotives operating at the end of
a train (trailing end) to ensure that they
meet minimum standards for visibility
and display. Specifically, part 221
requires railroads to furnish a
certification that each device has been
tested in accordance with current
“Guidelines for Testing of Rear End
Marking Devices.” In addition, part 221
requires railroads to furnish detailed
test records, which include the names of
testing organizations, test descriptions,
number of samples tested, and the test
results, to demonstrate compliance with
the performance requirements in this
part.

Type of Request: Extension without
change of a currently approved
collection.

Affected Public: Businesses.

Form(s): N/A.

Respondent Universe: 754 railroads
and 30 manufacturers.

Frequency of Submission: On
occasion.

Total Estimated Annual Responses: 2.

Total Estimated Annual Burden: 2
hours.

Total Estimated Annual Burden Hour
Dollar Cost Equivalent: $180.38.

FRA informs all interested parties that
it may not conduct or sponsor, and a
respondent is not required to respond
to, a collection of information that does
not display a currently valid OMB
control number.

Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520.

Christopher S. Van Nostrand,

Deputy Chief Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2026—07177 Filed 4-13—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration
[Docket No. MARAD-2026—0596]

Request Notice: Use of Foreign-Built
Small Passenger Vessel in United
States Coastwise Trade, M/V SUSIE G

AGENCY: Maritime Administration
(MARAD), U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Secretary of
Transportation, as represented by
MARAD, is authorized to make
determinations regarding the coastwise
use of foreign built; certain U.S. built;
and U.S. and foreign rebuilt vessels that
solely carry no more than twelve
passengers for hire. MARAD has
received such a determination request
and is publishing this notice to solicit
comments to assist with determining
whether the proposed use of the vessel
set forth in the request would have an
adverse effect on U.S. vessel builders or
U.S. coastwise trade businesses that use
U.S.-built vessels in those businesses.
Information about the requestor’s vessel,
including a description of the proposed
service, is in the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section below.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
May 14, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by DOT Docket Number
MARAD-2026-0596 by any one of the
following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov. Search the
above DOT Docket Number and follow
the instructions for submitting
comments.

e Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket
Management Facility is in the West
Building, Ground Floor of the U.S.
Department of Transportation. The

Docket Management Facility location
address is U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, West Building, Room W12—
140, Washington, DC 20590, between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except on Federal holidays.

Note: If you mail or hand-deliver your
comments, we recommend that you include
the DOT Docket Number, your name and a
mailing address, an email address or a
telephone number in the body of your
document so that we can contact you if we
have questions regarding your submission.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
specific DOT Docket Number. All
comments received will be posted
without change to the docket at
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information provided. For
detailed instructions on submitting
comments, or to submit comments that
are confidential in nature, see the
section entitled Public Participation.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patricia Hagerty, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Mail Stop 2, MAR-620,
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone:
(202) 366—5400. Email: smallvessels@
dot.gov

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to 46 U.S.C. 12121(b), the U.S. Coast
Guard may issue a certificate of
documentation with a coastwise trade
endorsement for eligible, small
passenger vessels authorized to carry no
more than 12 passengers for hire if
MARAD, after notice and an
opportunity for public comment,
determines the use of the small
passenger vessel in the coastwise trade
will not adversely affect United States
vessel builders or the coastwise trade
business of any person that employs
vessels built in the United States in that
business.t

MARAD has received an eligibility
determination request. Further details
about the requester’s vessel and its
proposed operations may be found in
the determination request posted in the
DOT Docket Number listed in the
ADDRESSES section above at https://
www.regulations.gov. Interested parties
may comment on the undue adverse
effect this action may have on U.S.
vessel builders or coastwise trade
businesses in the U.S. that employ U.S.-
built vessels in those businesses.
Comments should refer to the vessel

1The U.S. Coast Guard and MARAD have
authority under 46 U.S.C. 12121(b) through the
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security
and the Secretary of the Department of
Transportation, respectively.
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