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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
Bus Testing Program
(OMB Control No. 2132-0550)


Justification 

[bookmark: _Hlk119486186][bookmark: _Hlk21515992]This is a request for an extension without change of a currently approved collection. There has been no change in the respondent universe or burden hours; nor have there been any programmatic or statutory changes since OMB granted the last PRA approval in February 2023. 

 1. Circumstances that make the collection necessary.

[bookmark: _Hlk7624942]Title 49 U.S.C. Section 5318(e) provides that federal funds appropriated or otherwise made available under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 [FTA funding] may not be obligated or expended for the acquisition of a new bus model unless a bus of that model been tested for maintainability, reliability, safety, performance (including braking performance), structural integrity, fuel economy, emissions, and noise at a bus testing facility authorized under 49 U.S.C. Section 5318(a).  In addition, Partial Testing is available for previously tested bus models being produced with a major change that could produce significantly different data in one or more of the test procedures.  Upon completion of the testing of the vehicle, a bus testing report is provided to the transit vehicle manufacturer (TVM).  49 CFR 665.7(a) states that a recipient of federal funds must certify that any new bus model acquired with FTA financial assistance has been tested in accordance with the requirements of Part 665 and received a passing test score before expenditure of any FTA funding on a bus.  

Currently, there is one active Bus Testing Center operated by The Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute (LTI), an interdisciplinary research unit of The Pennsylvania State University in the College of Engineering.  Founded in 1989, LTI operates the Bus Testing Center, conducts the tests, and documents the test results under a cooperative agreement with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  

The Bus Testing Program has proven invaluable to the transit industry. By testing new bus models before purchase, both recipients and manufacturers can often identify and resolve issues early, potentially saving the federal government and grant recipients significant time and money while minimizing disruptions for riders. 

2. How, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.

The Bus Testing Program was created to provide transit agencies an independent source of bus performance results that could be used to improve their bus procurement decisions. Without the program, transit agencies would have to rely on either manufacturer-supplied information, information supplied by third parties, information from their own pilot bus demonstrations, or experiences other transit agencies choose to share regarding a particular bus model.  Without a neutral testing program, it is likely that the market would be flooded with lower-quality bus models that would increase life-cycle costs and degrade bus service.

The information collected by the Bus Testing Program is needed to: 1) identify and describe the bus model in question, 2) determine the eligibility of a new bus model for testing as per 49 CFR 665.11; 3) determine the amount of testing necessary; 4) satisfy the legal and administrative requirements necessary to authorize the Bus Testing Facility to schedule the testing of a new bus model; 5) to collect new bus model design, and component information for inclusion in the Bus Testing Report; and 6) determine the maximum rated standee passenger capacity of a new bus model.

FTA developed the Bus Testing Portal, an interactive on-line system available on the FTA website designed for use by both FTA and TVM applicants/respondents to process requests for new bus model testing. This web-based portal streamlines the process for determining testing requirements and authorizing buses for testing at FTA's Bus Testing Center. 

When a request for a Bus Testing determination and/or authorization is submitted, the portal automatically generates a task for a review by an FTA Bus Testing manager. FTA will document its decision in the system, which will then generate official responses to the applicant and the Bus Testing Center as confirmation of FTA concurrence. Key features of the portal include:
· Ability for user to complete and submit bus testing form
· Ability for applicants to attach relevant documents
· Ability for users to save information intermittently, before final submission of the form 
· Automated email notification
· Ability for users to interact with FTA

Once they have incorporated all the necessary information into the portal, FTA will provide the testing determination results to the requester, and to the Bus Testing Facility operator if testing is authorized. If FTA determines that no testing is required, no additional information is collected for that request. 


3. Consideration of improved information technology.

FTA’s Bus Testing portal is a 100% web-based application that provides a “one-stop-shop” framework for:
· TVMs to submit requests for FTA to determine Bus Testing requirements for new or modified bus models
· FTA to review a TVM submission and ask any needed follow-up or clarification questions
· FTA to document its determination of testing requirements for a new or modified bus model
· FTA to document its authorization for the specified bus model to begin testing at the Bus Testing Center
· Notification to the Bus Testing Center that FTA has approved a specific test bus to begin the full or partial testing that FTA has determined will be required
· Archiving past determinations and authorizations in a searchable database 

This interactive tool was created in 2019 as part of FTA’s effort to reduce the time between application request and actual testing being done.  The Bus Testing Portal User Guide has been  included in this submission of this information collection; with screenshots of the information respondents provide to FTA .


4. Efforts to identify duplication.

There is no duplication.  No other entity currently conducts and documents comparable data from the testing of bus models.  Currently, the test report is produced by LTI, which is the only place where all the test reports are kept on file.  In addition, the Bus Testing Program seeks to minimize the burden on manufacturers by allowing, under certain circumstances, partial testing of previously tested bus models that subsequently have major changes.

5. Methods used to minimize burden on small businesses or other small entities.

All business entities follow the same process for the information collection.  FTA and the Bus Testing Center only request the information required to meet statutory, regulatory, and business process requirements.

6. Consequences to federal program or policy activities if collection were conducted less frequently.

It is not possible to collect the information less frequently, since it is required by statute if FTA funds are to be used in the procurement of a bus model and is only collected when testing of a new bus model is requested. 

7. Special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with 5 CFR 1320.6.

This information collection requirement is consistent with 5 CFR 1360.6.

8. Efforts to consult with persons outside the Agency to obtain their views.

[bookmark: _Hlk17722294]On December 16, 2025 FTA published a 60-day Federal Notice (Vol. 90, No. 239) pages 58365-58366. No comments were received from this publication. 

On February 24, 2026, FTA published a 30-day Federal Notice (Vol. 91, No. 36) pages 8946-8947.

9.  Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.
No payment or gift is made to respondents.

10. Assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

49 CFR 665.13(b) states that upon completion of testing of a new bus model at the Bus Testing Center, the scored test results and resulting test report will be provided to the bus manufacturer or entity that entered a contract with the Center. The test report will be available to recipients only after both the bus manufacturer and FTA have approved if for release.  If the bus manufacturer declines to release the report, or if the bus did not achieve a passing test score, the vehicle will be ineligible for FTA financial assistance. 

49 CFR 665.13(f) states that, “the test report is the only information or documentation that will be made available publicly regarding any bus model tested at the facility.”   The bus testing database makes it possible to obtain the same information that appears in the official bus testing reports in an electronic format online at  https://www.altoonabustest.psu.edu/.

11. Additional information for questions of a sensitive nature.

No sensitive information is required.

12. Estimate of hour burden of the collection of information and annualized cost to respondents.

Estimated Annual Number of Respondents:  60
Estimated Total Annual Burden:  2131 hours
Frequency: Annually

The hourly burden and cost to respondents is driven by the information collected during the bus testing request process, the test scheduling request process, and the request for retesting for pass/fail compliance. The information collected helps facilitate the creation of a Bus Testing Report.  On average, bus manufacturers submit 40 requests for determinations of testing requirements on new and modified bus models, and 20 requests for authorizations to begin full or partial tests or retesting because of complications during the test. Thus, the total number of respondents is 60.  The estimated hourly burden to respondents is calculated by information collected during the bus testing request process in the following categories:





Test Determination and Authorization Request
  
The estimated hourly and cost burden related to test determination authorization request is presented in Table 1 (see below). As part of stakeholder outreach, FTA received feedback on the bus testing portal and their experience with the application request process and the time required to produce the information needed for submittal.  The feedback on preparation time varied but the majority agreed that a good package containing only substantial data and thoroughly vetted through their internal processes would take at least a week.  With this information, FTA believes it is appropriate to calculate the burden for Testing Requirements Determination and/or Authorization Request to no more than a week. In this week, we account for at most 16 hours for the engineers to prepare the package and 16 hours for the lawyers to review and provide concurrence.  

TABLE 1:  Estimated Burden of the Test Determination and Authorization Request  

	Item
	Labor Category
(BLS code/title)
	Labor Rate ($/hr.)

	Time (hrs.)
	Annual
Quantity of Requests
	Total Annual Hours
	Total Annual Cost
($)

	Testing Requirements Determination and/or Authorization Request
	17-2141 Mechanical Engineer
	$65.90
	16
	60
	960
	$63,264

	
	23-1011 Lawyer
	$116.86
	16
	60
	960
	$112,185

	Total Annual Test Determination and Authorization Request Burden 
	1,920
	$175,449




Test Scheduling Request
The estimated hourly and cost burden related to scheduling a bus for testing is presented in Table 2 (see below). FTA estimates that a lawyer, an accountant, a mechanical engineer, and administrative personnel will be involved in the preparation of the request.  On average, there are 16 tests scheduled annually in the Bus Testing Program. Labor categories and 2023 rates from the Bureau of Labor Statistics  Mechanical Engineers (bls.gov) Lawyers (bls.gov)  Accountants and Auditors (bls.gov) multiplied by 1.62 to account for employer benefits were used to estimate annual costs.     





















TABLE 2: Estimated Labor Burden and Cost for the Test Scheduling Request

	Item
	Labor Category 
(BLS code/title)
	Labor Rate ($/hr.)
(May 2018 BLS Statistic)
	Preparation Time (hrs.)
	Cost ($)

	Testing Contract
	23-1011 Lawyer
	$116.86
	1.0
	$116.86

	Proof of Insurance
	23-1011 Lawyer
	$116.86
	1.0
	$116.86

	Payment Check
	13-2011 Accountant
	$60.13
	1.0
	$60.13

	Spare Parts Inventory List
	17-2141 
Mechanical Engineer
	$65.90
	3.0
	$197.70

	Bus Design Characteristics Information
	17-2141 
Mechanical Engineer
	$65.90
	2.5
	$164.75

	Assembling/Mailing of Test Scheduling Package
	43-000 
Office/Admin Support
	$31.75
	1.5
	$47.63

	Postage for package 
	
	
	
	$8.63

	Total burden per test request
	10.0
	$ 712.56

	Total Annual Burden (16 tests a year)
	160.0
	 $11,400.96




Request for Retesting to Address a Failed Performance Standard	
The estimated hourly and cost burden related to retesting a bus to address a failed performance standard is presented in Table 3 (see below). There is an additional paperwork burden associated with submitting information to FTA and the Bus Testing Facility operator for the retesting of a failed performance standard. Bus manufacturers will need to provide documentation to FTA on the failure analysis and provide a proposed corrective action report for bus models that fail to meet one or more of the proposed performance standards. FTA estimates that an average of three bus models will submit a request for retesting annually.     	

TABLE 3: Estimated Burden and Cost for the Request of Retesting to Address a Failed Performance Standard  

	Item
	Labor Category 
(BLS code/title)
	Labor Rate ($/hr.)

	Preparation Time (hrs.)
	Cost ($)

	Payment Check for Retesting Fees 
	13-2011 Accountant
	$60.13
	0.5
	$30.01

	Check Mailing
	43-000 
Office/Admin Support
	$31.75
	0.5
	$15.88

	Postage for package 
	
	
	
	$15.60

	Preparation of Failure Analysis and Modification Proposal 
	17-2141 
Mechanical Engineer
	$65.90
	16.0
	$1,054.40

	Total burden per retest request
	17.0
	$1,115.89

	Total Annual Burden (3 retest requests a year)
	51.0
	$3,347.67



The total burden and cost are summarized in Table 4.  FTA estimates the total annual burden and cost of the information collections as 2131 hours and $190,197.63. 

TABLE 4: Total Estimated Annual Burden and Cost of the Bus Testing Program 

	Information Collection
	Annual Burden (hr.)
	Annual Cost ($)

	Test Determination and Authorization Request Process
	1920
	$175,449


	Test Scheduling Request Process
	160
	$11,400.96

	Request of Retesting to Address a Failed Performance Standard  
	51
	$3,347.67


	Total
	2131
	$190,197.63




13. Estimate of total annual cost burden to respondents or record keepers resulting from the collection of information (not including the cost of any hour burden shown in Items 12 and 14).

There are no additional costs beyond that shown in Items 12 and 14.

14.  Estimate of annualized cost to the federal government including contracts and IT.

The information collected by LTI to set-up an individual bus model test program requires approximately 4 hours of Office/Administrative Support per test at a burdened rate of $32.03 per hour as stated in the contract. For 16 tests a year, this equates to 2,049.92 annually. FTA pays 80 percent of this cost resulting in an annual cost to the federal government of $1,639.94. 

The time needed for FTA to review and respond to a request for a determination of testing requirements varies widely.  Some requests are straightforward and can be answered relatively quickly.  Other requests require research, deliberations, policy considerations, and/or iterative requests for additional information.  Table 5 presents FTA’s estimate of the average time and cost required to respond to a request for a determination of Bus Testing requirements, and Table 6 presents FTA’s estimate of the average time and cost required to respond to request for an authorization to begin testing of a bus. FTA expects these burdens to decrease with the introduction of the interactive dashboard.

Table 5:  Annual Burden for FTA Testing Requirements Determinations
Salary Table 2026 with DC-MD-VA-WV-PA DCB_h.pdf

	Item
	Labor Category
	Labor Rate (mid-point)
	Time
	Cost

	Review and Analysis
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	6
	$468.97

	Drafting Response
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	3
	$234.45

	Legal Review
	Attorney-Advisor, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	3
	$234.45

	Revision
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	1
	$78.15

	Formatting and Sending
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	0.5
	$39.07

	Record Keeping
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	0.25
	$19.54

	Total burden per determination request
	13.75
	$1,074.63

	Total annual burden (40 determination requests)
	550
	$42,985.20




Table 6:  Annual Burden for FTA Testing Authorization Requests

	Item
	Labor Category
	Labor Rate (mid-point)
	Time
	Cost

	Review and Analysis
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	2
	$156.30

	Drafting Response
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	1
	$78.15

	Formatting and Sending
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	0.5
	$39.07

	Record Keeping
	General Engineer, GS-14 – Step 5
	$78.15
	0.25
	$19.3

	Total burden per authorization request
	3.75
	$293.05

	Total annual burden (20 authorization requests)
	75
	$5,861



In addition, to labor related cost, approximately $3000 has been set aside in contractor fees to operate and maintain the bus testing portal. The estimated total federal cost of the Bus Testing Program information collections is $50,486.14
 
15. Explain the reason for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 14 of OMB Form 83-I.

This is a request for an extension without change of a currently approved collection. There has been no change in the respondent universe and burden hours; nor have there been any programmatic or statutory changes since OMB granted the last PRA approval in 2023. 


16. Plans for tabulation and publication for collections of information whose results will be published.

The database of bus resting reports is available on LTI’s website at Bus Research and Testing Center | Penn State Engineering 

17. If seeking approval not to display the expiration date for OMB approval, explain the reasons.

There is no reason not to display the expiration date of OMB approval.

18. Explain any exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of OMB Form 83-I.

There are no exceptions.

B.  Collections of information employing statistical methods.

FTA does not utilize statistical methods to collect the bus testing program information.
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