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SUPPORTING STATEMENT


INTRODUCTION

This submission is to request a three-year approval from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for the information collection entitled OMB 2133-0006 (Request for Transfer of Ownership, Registry, and Flag, or Charter, Lease, or Mortgage of U.S. Citizen Owned Documented Vessels ), which expires on February 28, 2026.  There were no program changes or adjustments since the last renewal, so this collection will be submitted as an extension without change of a currently approved collection.

A. JUSTIFICATION 

1. Circumstances Making the Collection of Information Necessary

Pursuant to 46 United States Code (U.S.C.) 56101 and 56103, the Maritime Administration (MARAD) is required to approve: the sale, transfer, charter, lease, or mortgage of U.S. documented vessels to non-citizens; the transfer of such vessels to foreign registry and flag; or the transfer of foreign flag vessels by their owners as required by various contractual requirements.  

This information collection supports the Department of Transportation's strategic goal for National Security by retaining vessels under U.S. documentation, ownership or control for purposes of national defense, maintenance of an adequate merchant marine, foreign policy considerations or national interests.

2. Purpose and Use of the Information Collection  

MARAD uses this information collection when there is a prospective foreign transfer of a U.S.-flag vessel. Collected data assists in determining whether the vessel proposed for transfer will be subject to retention under the U.S.-flag statutory regulations.

When the Office of Sealift Support receives applications, they are reviewed by various MARAD specialists ensuring all required information with the required documentation are adequate, and the applicants have met all approval criteria.  MARAD then coordinates with the U.S. Department of Defense, , to obtain the required clearances before the approval is granted.

3. Automation of Use of Information Technology (IT)

Consideration has been given to using improved information technology to reduce public burden by allowing the submission of applications electronically, utilizing electronic signatures. Applicants may submit applications via email and facsimile. 

4. Efforts to Identify Duplication

  There is duplication associated with this collection.  A search of the Catalog of Federal 
  Domestic Assistance has not shown any similar maritime programs or information needs.

5. Impact on Small Businesses or Other Small Entities  

The application format has been developed in such a manner as to minimize the burden on small businesses and individuals.

6. Impact of Not Conducting or Less Frequent Collection of Information

MARAD requires the collection only when a vessel owner applies for a prospective foreign transfer of a U.S.-flag vessel.  Without this data collection, MARAD would be unable to determine whether the vessel is needed for continued operation under U.S.-flag.

7. Special Circumstances Relating to the Guidelines 5 CFR 1320.5.

There are no special circumstances that require the collection of information to be conducted in 
a different manner including those listed below:

· [bookmark: _Hlk197696183]Requiring respondents to report information to MARAD more often than quarterly;
· Requiring respondents to prepare a written response in fewer than 30 days after receipt of a collection instrument;
· Requiring respondents to submit more than one original copy of any document;
· Requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records for more than three years;
· Requiring the use of any statistical data that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;
· Requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;
· Requiring any pledge of confidentiality; or 
· Requiring respondents to submit any proprietary or trade secrets.

8. Public Comments in Response to the Federal Register Notice and Outside Consultation 

[bookmark: _Hlk133402302]MARAD published a 60-day notice and request for comments on this information collection in the Federal Register (FR 60235, Vol. 90, No. 244) on December 23, 2025, indicating comments should be submitted on or before February 23, 2026.  No comments were received.  A 30-day notice will now be published in the Federal Register to solicit public comments.

MARAD consults with  stakeholder from both the Department of Defense and   Environmental Protection Agency regarding various aspects of the vessel transfer program.
	
9. Explanation of Any Payments or Gifts to Respondents  

 There are no payments or gifts to respondents.

10. Assurance of Confidentiality and Protection of Privacy 

The information requested is not of a confidential nature or any that require the submission of personal information.  

11. Justification for Sensitive Questions

There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

12. Estimate of Annualized Burden Hours and Cost 

a. Estimated Annualized Burden Hours 

Per 46 U.S.C. 56101 and 56103, MARAD has authority to approve the sale, charter, lease, etc., of U.S.-flag vessels to non-citizens, and for the transfer of said vessels to foreign registry and flag.  The applications must be filed by the registered owner if the vessel is being transferred to foreign registry, or if being sold for scrapping in a foreign country.  Rarely is more than one application received more than once a year from the same applicant.  When this does occur, it is generally in the form of multiple applications, such as the foreign transfer of four or five barges to the same purchaser.  In such instances, the processing fee is adjusted to more accurately reflect the time it takes to process the applications.

A total of 80 applicants will each take two (2) hours to file a form MA-29 once annually, for a total of 80 hours.  There were no filings of the MA-29A, which is used only during emergencies,  require one response per respondent, and takes about two hours to complete, for a total of 0 responses.  An estimated five applicants will take 2 hours to file the MA-29B once annually for a total 5 responses. Therefore, the total combined respondents associated with this collection is 85, the total responses 85, while the public burden is 170, which can be calculated as follows:

	Type of Respondent
	Total Respondents
	 
	Total Responses per Respondent
	 
	Total Responses
	 
	Average Time Taken to Respond (Hour)
	 
	Total Burden Hours

	MA-29
	80
	

*


	1
	

*

	80
	 

*
 
 
	2
	=

	160

	MA-29A
	0
	
	1
	
	0
	
	2
	
	0

	MA-29B
	5
	
	1
	
	5
	
	2
	
	10

	COMBINED TOTAL
	85
	 
	3
	 
	85
	 
	6
	
	170



b. Estimated Annualized Cost Burden

[bookmark: _Hlk215039823]The Bureau of Labor and Statistics (BLS)[footnoteRef:2] estimates that the average hourly wage for Executive Secretaries and Executive Administrative Assistants (43-6011) is $37.05.  When combined the total compensation rate of  29%[footnoteRef:3], the annualized hourly rate is $47.79.  Therefore, the total annualized cost burden for all tasks associated with preparing and submitting responses to this collection is  [2:  The hourly wage estimate is taken from current BLS tables: https://data.bls.gov/oes/#/industry/000000 .]  [3:  Per BLS Employee Compensation Memo, the total compensation rate for the private sector is 29%,  :https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf] 

$ 8,124.30, which can be calculated as shown in the table below:

	Title and Code of  Respondents
	Hourly Wage
	Compensation Rate of 29%
	Number of Employees
	Total Annualized Burden 
Hours
	Total Annualized Cost Burden

	Executive Secretaries and Executive Administrative Assistants (43-6011)
	$              37.05
	$               47.79
	1
	170
	$8,124.30


 
13. Estimate of the Total Annual Cost Burden to Respondents and/or Recordkeepers

		There is no capital, start-up, maintenance or purchase of service costs associated with this 
		information collection.

14. Estimate of Federal Government Costs   

	The total annual cost to the Federal Government for processing the collection is: $ 74, 445.55

[bookmark: _Hlk214963806]According to the Office of Personnel Management (OPM)[footnoteRef:4] wage tables, the hourly rate for the following Federal employees who analyze compliance reports submitted for this collection, with a Washington-Baltimore-Arlington locality pay is as follows: GS 13 (Step 4) is $ 63.55, GS 14 (Step 7) is $ 81.93, and GS 14 (Step 4) is 75.10.  When combined with the Federal Employee Compensation rate of 31%[footnoteRef:5], the total hourly wage rate for each Federal employee is as follows: GS 13 (Step 4) is $ 83.25, GS 14 (Step 7) is $ 107.33, and GS 14 (Step 4) is 98.38.  Each employee will spend 3, 4, and 2 hours respectively to review and approve each of the total 85 applications for a total $74,445.55, which can be calculated as shown in the table below: [4:  The hourly Federal Government wage is taken from OPM 2025 wage tables: https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/25Tables/html/DCB_h.aspx ]  [5:  Per BLS Employee Compensation Memo, the total compensation rate for the Federal Government  is 31%,  :https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf] 




	FTE Grade and Step & CRF Program Related  Task
	Hourly Wage
	Average Hourly Wage Rate with 31% Compensation   
	Total Employees 
	Total Time for Per application  ( Avg. Hours)
	Total Applications 
	Total Federal Government Wages   

	[bookmark: _Hlk214963360]GS 13 (Step 4):  Reviewing and approving applications 
	 $   63.55 
	 $  83.25 
	1
	3
	85
	 $   21,228.75 

	[bookmark: _Hlk214963446]GS 14 (Step 7):  Reviewing and approving applications 
	 $    81.93 
	 $ 107.33 
	1
	4
	
	 $   36,492.20 

	[bookmark: _Hlk214963517]GS 14 (Step 4):  Reviewing and approving applications 
	 $   75.10 
	 $   98.38 
	1
	2
	
	 $   16,724.60 

	Total Combined Federal Wages 
	 $   74,445.55 




15. Explanation of Program Changes or Adjustments

 There were no program changes since the last renewal of this collection.

16. Publication of Data Collection Results 

       There are no plans to publish the results of the information collection.

17. Display of the OMB Expiration Date

	MARAD is not seeking approval to avoid displaying the OMB expiration date.  

18. Exceptions to the Certification Statement
      
	There are no exceptions to the certification statement.                  
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