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SUPPORTING STATEMENT

INTRODUCTION

This submission is to request a three-year approval from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for the information collection entitled OMB 2133-0511 (Effective U.S. Control (EUSC)/ Parent Company), which expires on February 28, 2026.  There are no changes since the last renewal, so this collection will be submitted as an extension without change of a currently approved collection.

A. JUSTIFICATION 

1. Circumstances Making the Collection of Information Necessary

This collection aids in identifying oceangoing vessels that may be both useful and available to the Department of Defense (DOD) for deploying U.S. military equipment (such as tanks and other tracked and wheeled vehicles) and the full range of supplies (including petroleum products and fuel), that are necessary to sustain a force in a foreign theater of operations.  In order to identify “militarily useful” vessels, the Maritime Administration (MARAD) consults Lloyd’s Register of Shipping (Lloyd’s List), S and P Global’s Market Intelligence Maritime Portal, and other commercial shipping registry sources.  These sources represent the principal standard compendium of information about commercial cargo vessels.  They describe, classify, and register vessels according to certain criteria of physical structure and equipment as well as ownership.  Thus, these sources are principally a list of vessels and the corporate entities that own and operate them, not of persons.  MARAD is satisfied that these sources effectively capture all vessels which might be considered “militarily useful.”  MARAD is interested in persons to the extent that their nationality is relevant to a determination of the citizenship of the owners of a vessel.
 
In order for a vessel to be considered available for DOD use (other than a U.S. or foreign flag vessel hired [chartered] by DOD), it must be subject to requisition pursuant to US law, 46 United States Code (U.S.C.) 56301.  This means that if the vessel in question is registered in a foreign country, it must be owned by U.S. citizens to be considered for requisition.  MARAD uses the names of vessel owners (most commonly corporations) identified in vessel registry data as the starting point for a determination of the citizenship of the owners.  Ownership (and the nationality of owners) is verified through direct contact with owners identified in vessel registry data.  

This collection of information enhances the Department of Transportation’s strategic goal for security, preparedness, and response. MARAD utilizes these resources to strengthen its use of informed data-driven decision-making and apply comprehensive
approaches such as the Safe System approach and safety management systems for all modes of transportation.

2. Purpose and Use of the Information Collection  

The collected information is used by MARAD's Office of Policy and Plans and the Division of Sealift Operations and Emergency Preparedness for contingency planning for sealift capacity.  Each respondent is requested to provide the following elements of information for vessels identified as owned by the respondent: 

Vessel name
Flag (country of registry)
Vessel type (e. g., containership, tanker, bulk, roll-on/roll-off, breakbulk, refrigerated)
International Maritime Organization (IMO) number
Call sign
Cargo capacity
Year of launch
Where built
Dimensions (depth, breadth, length)
Names of insurers
Primary fuel type
Speed 
Current beneficial owner

Incomplete or inaccurate information about the ownership, flag, size, age, speed and tonnage could lead to invalid conclusions and faulty analysis.

3. Automation or Use of Information Technology (IT)

MARAD offers a total electronic option for this collection.

4. Efforts to Identify Duplication.  

MARAD identified commercial sources of shipping information as the primary source for information on vessel ownership and vessel characteristics.  Since relevant information of vessel ownership, characteristics, and country of registry may change between periodic publication of updates to these sources, collected information is verified by direct contact with vessel owners, beginning with owners identified by these sources.   

5. Impact on Small Businesses or Other Small Entities  
This information collection does not impact small businesses.

6. Impact of Not Conducting or Less Frequent Collection of Information 

Mobilization plans would lack current information thereby reducing their accuracy.

7. Special Circumstances Relating to the Guidelines 5 CFR 1320.5  
There are no special circumstances that require the collection of information to be conducted in a manner described below:

· Requiring respondents to report information to MARAD more often than quarterly;
· Requiring respondents to prepare a written response in fewer than 30 days after receipt of a collection instrument;
· Requiring respondents to submit more than one original copy of any document;
· Requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records for more than three years;
· Requiring the use of any statistical data that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;
· Requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;
· Requiring any pledge of confidentiality; or 
· Requiring respondents to submit any proprietary or trade secrets.

8. Public Comments in Response to the Federal Register Notice and Outside Consultation   

MARAD published a 60-day notice and request for comments on this information collection in the Federal Register (FR 60235, Vol 90, No. 244) on December 23, 2025, indicating comments should be submitted on or before February 23, 2026.  No comments were received.  A 30-day notice will now be published in the Federal Register to solicit public comments. 
MARAD currently does not consults with subsequent stakeholders regarding any aspect of this collection.

9. Explanation of Any Payments or Gifts to Respondents 

	No payments or gifts are provided to respondents.

10. Assurance of Confidentiality and Protection of Privacy   

The information requested is not of a confidential nature, so no assurance of confidentiality need be given.

11. Justification for Sensitive Questions  

	There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

12. Estimate of Annualized Burden Hours and Cost   

a. Estimated Annualized Burden Hours 
An estimated 60 respondents will each take one (1) hour to respond once to this collection for a total 60 responses. Therefore, the total burden hours associated with this collection is 60 hours, which can be calculated as shown in the table below:
	Total Respondents
	 
	Total Responses per Respondent
	 
	Total Responses
	 
	Average Time Taken to Respond (Hour)
	 
	Total Burden Hours

	60
	    *
	1
	   =
	60
	*
	1
	    =
	60




b. Estimated Annualized Cost Burden
[bookmark: _Hlk218261233]	The Bureau of Labor and Statistics (BLS)[footnoteRef:2] estimates that the average hourly wage for  [2:  The hourly wage estimate is taken from current BLS tables: https://data.bls.gov/oes/#/industry/000000 .] 

[bookmark: _Hlk218263422][bookmark: _Hlk218263502]Accountants and Auditors (13-2011) and Other Office and Administrative Support  Workers (43-9000) are $ 44.96 and $ 22.09 respectively.  When combined the total compensation rate of  29%[footnoteRef:3], the total hourly wage for both set of employees are $ 58.00 and $ 28.00 respectively.  Therefore the total annualized cost burden is  $ 2, 595.00, which can be calculated as shown in the table below: [3:  Per BLS Employee Compensation Memo, the total compensation rate for the private sector is 29%,  :https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf] 


	Title and Code of  Respondents
	Hourly Wage
	Compensation Rate of 29%
	Number of Employees
	Total Annualized Burden Hours
	Total Annualized Cost Burden

	Accountants and Auditors            (13-2011)
	$    44.96
	$     58.00
	1
	30
	$  1,740.00

	Other Office and Administrative Support Workers (43-9000)
	$    22.09
	$    28.50
	1
	30
	$      855.00

	Total Annualized Cost Burden
	60
	$    2,595.00




13. Estimate of the Total Annual Costs to Respondents or Recordkeepers	 
There are no capital, start-up, maintenance and purchase of service cost associated with this information collection. 

14. Estimates of Federal Government Costs   

	The total annual cost to the Federal Government for processing the collection is:

According to the Office of Personnel Management (OPM)[footnoteRef:4] wage tables, the hourly wage rate for one GS 12, Step 8 employee with a Washington-Baltimore-Arlington locality pay is  $ 59.93.  When combined with the Federal Employee Compensation rate of 31%[footnoteRef:5], the total hourly wage rate for this employee is $78.52.  This employee will take approximately one (1) hour to perform various tasks (i.e., analyzing the primary service, requesting the annual statement, receiving the annual statement, incorporating the data, and filing the statement) related to each of the 60 responses to this collection.  Therefore, the total federal government cost associated with this collection is $ 4, 710.60, which can be calculated as shown in the table below: [4:  The hourly Federal Government wage is taken from OMB 2025 wage tables: https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/25Tables/html/DCB_h.aspx ]  [5:  Per BLS Employee Compensation Memo, the total compensation rate for the Federal Government  is 31%,  :https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf] 


	FTE Grade and Step & CRF Program Related  Task
	Hourly Wage
	Average Hourly Wage Rate with 31% Compensation   
	Total Employees 
	
	Total Time for Per application  (Avg. Hours)
	
	Total Applications 
	
	Total Federal Government Wages   

	GS 12 (Step 8):  (analyze, receive and file statement)
	 $  59.93 
	 $        78.51 
	1
	


*
	1
	

  *
	60
	


=
	 $    4,710.60 


 
15. Explanation of Program Changes or Adjustments

There is no program change or adjustment since the last renewal.

16. Publication of Data Collection Results

	The schedule for collecting and publishing the data is as follows:
								
	Months of the Year (By First Initial)

	
	J
	F
	M
	A
	M
	J
	J
	A 
	S
	O
	N
	D

	Analysis of Commercial Source
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interoffice Consultation
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Preparation and Mailing
Of Verification Letters/e-mail
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipt of Responses	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Follow-Up on Delinquent Respondents
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Compilation of Data
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Preparation of Publication
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Information collected is used to determine which vessels are to be included in a table that shows the number of ships, gross tonnage, and deadweight tonnage by vessel type and flag.  The information is also included in a tabulation that exhibits the parent company, direct owner, vessel name, class of vessel, where built (country), year built, gross tonnage, deadweight tonnage, speed, and flag of registry.

Publication is released annually in May based on survey data as of January 1.

17. Display of the OMB Expiration Date

MARAD is not seeking approval to avoid displaying the OMB expiration date.

18. Exceptions to the Certification Statement

	There are no exceptions to the certificate statement.
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