

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)
Examination of Records by Comptroller General and Contract Audit
OMB Control No. 9000-0034
Justification – Part A Supporting Statement

FAR sections affected:  52.212–5(d), 52.214–26, 52.215–2

Overview of Information Collection:
· This justification supports clearance of an extension of the collection.

There are no program changes. The FAR requirements remain the same. This extension includes adjustments to the burden estimates based on data from the Federal Procurement Data System (FPDS) for fiscal years (FYs) 2022 through 2024, and use of the calendar year 2025 Office of Personnel Management (OPM) General Schedule (GS) Salary Table for the rest of the United States as explained in Item 15.

1. Need & Method for the Information Collection. This clearance covers the information that contractors must submit to comply with the following FAR requirements:

FAR 52.212–5, Contract Terms and Conditions Required to Implement Statutes or Executive Orders - Commercial Products and Commercial Services. Paragraph (d) of this clause requires contractors to make available at its offices at all reasonable times the records, materials, and other evidence for examination, audit, or reproduction by the Comptroller General of the United States, or an authorized representative. As used in this clause, records include books, documents, accounting procedures and practices, and other data, regardless of type and regardless of form.

FAR 52.214–26, Audit and Records - Sealed Bidding. This clause requires contractors required to submit certified cost or pricing data in connection with the pricing of a modification under a contract to make all records available to the contracting officer, or its authorized representative, including computations and projections related to the proposal for the modification; the discussions conducted on the proposal(s), including those related to negotiating; pricing of the modification; or performance of the modification. This clause requires contractors to make all records available to the Comptroller General of the United States, or an authorized representative, in the case of pricing a modification. This clause allows the Comptroller General to interview any current employee regarding such transactions.

FAR 52.215–2, Audit and Records - Negotiation. This clause requires contractors to maintain records for cost-reimbursement, incentive, time-and-materials, labor-hour, or price redeterminable contracts, or any combination of these, for contracting officers, or an authorized representative, to examine and audit all records and other evidence sufficient to reflect properly all costs claimed to have been incurred or anticipated to be incurred directly or indirectly in performance of a contract. The right of examination includes inspection at all reasonable times of contractor's plants, or parts of them, engaged in performing the pertinent contract. Contractors required to submit certified cost or pricing data in connection with a pricing action under a contract must make all records available to the contracting officer, or its authorized representative, including computations and projections related to the proposal for the contract, subcontract, or modification; the discussions conducted on the proposal(s), including those related to negotiating; pricing of the contract, subcontract, or modification; or performance of the contract, subcontract or modification. Also, this clause requires contractors to make all records available to the Comptroller General of the United States, or an authorized representative, to examine any of the contractor's directly pertinent records involving transactions under the pertinent contract or subcontract. This clause allows the Comptroller General to interview any current employee regarding such transactions.

2. Use of the Information. The information must be retained so that audits necessary for contract surveillance, verification of contract pricing, and reimbursement of contractor costs can be performed. This information collection does not require contractors to create or maintain any record that the contractor does not maintain in its ordinary course of business.
 
3. Use of Information Technology. Federal agencies use information technology to the maximum extent practicable. Where both the Government agency and contractors are capable of electronic interchange, the contractors may submit this information collection requirement electronically.

4. Non-duplication. These requirements are issued under the FAR, which has been developed to standardize Federal procurement practices and eliminate unnecessary duplication.

5. Burden on Small Business. The burden applied to small businesses is the minimum consistent with applicable laws, Executive orders, regulations, and prudent business practices.

6. Less Frequent Collection. Collection of information on a basis other than contract-by-contract is not practical.

7. Paperwork Reduction Act Guidelines. Collection is consistent with guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2).

8. Consultation and Public Comments.
A. A 60-day notice was published in the Federal Register at 90 FR 59121, on December 18, 2025. No comments were received.

B. A 30-day notice was published in the Federal Register at 91 FR 9853, on February 27, 2026.

9. Gifts or Payment. This collection does not provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors.

10. Privacy & Confidentiality.  This information is disclosed only to the extent consistent with prudent business practices, current regulations, and statutory requirements.

11. Sensitive Questions.  No sensitive questions are involved.

12. Burden Estimate. 
Estimated total annual public hour and cost burden.

There is no centralized database in the Federal Government that maintains information regarding the topics covered by this collection.
The following estimates are based on averages of historical award data available in FPDS for fiscal years 2022 through 2024. The parameters for this information collection were based on the prescription from each of the applicable clauses.
The time required to read and prepare the required information is estimated at 60 minutes (1 hour) per response.

Summary
	Summary of Annual Cost to the Public
	Est. respondents/yr
	Responses/respondent
	Total annual responses
	Est. hrs/response
	Est. burden hrs
	Hourly rate
	Est. annual cost to the public

	Reporting Burden
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FAR 52.212-5(d)
	11,625
	2
	23,250
	1
	23,250
	$85
	$1,976,250

	FAR 52.214-26
	541
	6
	3,246
	1
	3,246
	$85
	$275,910

	FAR 52.215-2
	4,308
	6
	25,848
	1
	25,848
	$85
	$2,197,080

	Total annual cost to the public
	16,474
	
	52,344
	
	52,344
	
	$4,449,240



(a) 52.212-5(d). Contracts awarded using other than sealed bid, over the simplified acquisition threshold (SAT) ($350,000) using commercial procedures.

On average per year, FPDS shows 18,272 contracts awarded to 11,625 unique vendors. The estimated number of responses per respondent is 2. This is derived by dividing the number of contracts by the number of unique vendors (18,272/11,625 = 1.57, rounded to 2 contracts). Paragraph (d) of this clause does not flow down to subcontractors.  

Estimated respondents/yr......................11,625
Responses annually.............................  x 2
Total annual responses........................23,250
Estimated hrs/response.........................  x 1 Estimated total burden/hrs.................   23,250
Hourly rate*...................................x $85
Estimated cost to public................. $1,976,250

(b) 52.214-26. Sealed bid awards over the threshold for submission of certified cost or pricing data ($2.5 million).  

On average per year, FPDS shows 951 contracts awarded to 541 unique vendors. The estimated number of responses per respondent is 6. This is derived by dividing the number of contracts by the number of unique vendors (951/541 = 1.76, rounded to 2 contracts), times an average of three subcontracts per contract (considering this clause flows down to subcontractors). 

Estimated respondents/yr....................   541
Responses annually..........................   x 6
Total annual responses.......................3,246
Estimated hrs/response........................ x 1
Estimated total burden/hrs...................3,246
Hourly rate*.........................        x $85
Estimated cost to the public..............$275,910

(c) 52.215-2. Negotiated awards over the SAT using other than commercial procedures.

On average per year, FPDS shows 8,057 contracts awarded to 4,308 unique vendors. The estimated number of responses per respondent is 6. This is derived by dividing the number of contracts by the number of unique vendors (8,057/4,308 = 1.87, rounded to 2 contracts), times an average of three subcontracts per contract (considering this clause flows down to subcontractors).   

Estimated respondents/yr..................... 4,308
Responses annually............................ x  6
Total annual responses.......................25,848
Estimated hrs/response......................... x 1
Estimated total burden/hrs...................25,848
Hourly rate*..................................x $85
Estimated cost to public.................$2,197,080

Note:
The hourly rate is calculated by applying 36.25 percent 
fringe factor and a 12 percent overhead factor to a base hourly rate and then rounding to the nearest whole dollar. The base hourly rate is derived from the OPM 2025 GS Locality Pay Table for the rest of the U.S. (“Salary Table 2025-RUS”). The fringe factor is derived from OMB memorandum M-08-13. The overhead factor is derived from the OMB Circular No. A-76 Revised Supplemental Handbook. 
* For a GS-13/step 5, the base hourly rate is $57.23 and loaded rounding to the nearest whole dollar is $85.

13. Estimated nonrecurring costs. Not applicable.

14. Estimated cost to the Government.

	Summary of Annual Cost to the Gov
	Total annual responses
	Review time per response (hours)
	Review time per year (hours)
	Hourly rate
	Estimated Government Cost

	FAR 52.212-5(d)
	23,250
	16.00
	372000
	$85
	$31,620,000

	FAR 52.214-26
	3,246
	16.00
	51936
	$85
	$4,414,560

	FAR 52.215-2
	25,848
	16.00
	413568
	$85
	$35,153,280

	Total annual cost to the Government
	52,344
	
	837504
	
	$71,187,840



15. Reasons for changes.
There are no program changes. The FAR requirements remain the same. This extension includes adjustments to the public and Government burden estimates based on the following:

· The estimated number of respondents and responses per year is based on the historical average of FPDS data for fiscal years 2022 through 2024.
· The estimated cost per hour is based on use of the calendar year 2025 OPM GS wage rate for the rest of the United States.

	
	2023 Estimate
	2025 Estimate
	Change in Burden

	Number of respondents
	19,033
	16,474
	-2,559

	Total annual responses
	93,578
	52,344
	-41,234

	Total burden hours
	93,578
	52,344
	-41,234

	Total annual cost to public
	$6,550,460
	$4,449,240
	-$2,101,220



16. Publicizing Results. Results will not be tabulated or published.

17. OMB Not to Display Approval. Approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection is not sought.

18.  Exceptions to "Certification for Paperwork Reduction Submissions." There is no exception to the certification statement.

19. Surveys, Censuses, and Other Collections that Employ Statistical Methods.  Statistical methods are not used in this information collection. A Part B supporting statement is not needed, or required, and therefore was not completed.
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