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IX. FSA Must Prove Operational Readiness

A. Processing Timeline
How quickly does FSA process ERP applications? If disaster relief designed for urgent need takes 6–18 months to process, the collection’s practical utility is severely undermined.

B. County Office Capacity
Do county offices have sufficient staff to process ERP applications? If staffing shortages create backlogs, collecting detailed documentation from producers only feeds a processing bottleneck.

C. Denial Rates
FSA should disclose application denial rates and reasons. If denials are primarily due to documentation deficiencies rather than substantive ineligibility, the documentation burden is producing administrative waste rather than program integrity.

D. Payment Accuracy
FSA should demonstrate that detailed documentation actually improves payment accuracy versus a simplified presumptive approach based on existing USDA data.

► REQUESTED RELIEF: OIRA should require FSA to disclose processing timelines, county staffing adequacy, denial rates with reasons, and payment accuracy analysis.
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