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Abstract

This request is for a revision and extension of an existing information collection.  The Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite (POES) data collection system (DCS), also known as the Argos system, is being removed from this collection as it is no longer administered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

NOAA operates a space-based DCS per 15 CFR Part 911: the Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite (GOES) DCS.  The GOES DCS is operated to support environmental applications, e.g., meteorology, oceanography, hydrology, ecology, and remote sensing of Earth resources. Presently, the majority of users of this system are government agencies and researchers and much of the data collected by the GOES DCS are provided to the World Meteorological Organization via the Global Telecommunication System for inclusion in the World Weather Watch Program.

JUSTIFICATION
1.	Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection. Attach a copy of the appropriate section of each statute and regulation mandating or authorizing the collection of information.

This request is for a revision and extension of the current information collection.  The revision removes the Argos System Use Agreement (SUA), as NOAA no longer manages the Argos program.
NOAA operates a space-based data collection system: the GOES DCS.  It is operated to support environmental applications, e.g., meteorology, oceanography, hydrology, ecology, and remote sensing of Earth resources.  Presently, the majority of users of this system are government agencies and researchers and, in fact, much of the data collected by the GOES DCS are provided to the World Meteorological Organization via the Global Telecommunication System for inclusion in the World Weather Watch Program.  Current loading on the system does not use the entire capacity of that system, so NOAA is able to make its excess capacity available to other users who meet certain criteria (see Question 2 below).  Accepted applicants use the NOAA DCS to collect environmental data.      
Regulations (15 CFR 911[footnoteRef:2]) explain not only the policy for using the GOES DCS, but also how users may use the Argos DCS. These regulations ensure that the Government will not allow its space-based data collection systems to be used where there are commercial services available that fulfill users’ requirements.  The regulations contain the minimum information requirements necessary to determine if a user meets these criteria.  NOAA enters into an agreement with accepted applicants and provides them access to the system.   [2:  https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-15/subtitle-B/chapter-IX/subchapter-A/part-911] 

2.	Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used. Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.

Applications are made in response to the requirements in 15 CFR 911 (under the authority of 15 U.S.C. 313, Duties of the Secretary of Commerce and others), using a SUA form.  The application information received is used to determine if the applicant meets the criteria for use of the system.  The SUA contains the following information: (1) the period of time the agreement is valid and procedures for its termination, (2) the authorized use(s) of the DCS, and its priorities for use, (3) the extent of the availability of commercial services which met the user's requirements and the reasons for choosing the government system, (4) any applicable government interest in the data, (5) required equipment standards, (6) standards of operation, (7) conformance with applicable International Telecommunication Union (ITU ) and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) agreements and regulations, (8) reporting time and frequencies, (9) data formats, (10) data delivery systems and schedules and (11) user-borne costs.  

An important prerequisite in reviewing applications for use is that there are no commercial space-based services available which meet the users’ requirements in terms of satellite coverage, accuracy, data throughput, platform power consumption, size and weight, platform compatibility, service continuity and reliability.  The GOES DCS can be used only for environmental purposes and the user needs to be a government agency or sponsored by one for use. 

These criteria are necessary because the system is not intended to compete with private sector services. Details concerning the use of the data are also necessary to rank system use.  A standard part of the SUA with accepted applicants is that the user must provide free and open access to the data by U.S. Government agencies.    


3.	Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g. permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection. Also, describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden.

SUAs are submitted and processed via the DCS Administration and Data Distribution System (DADDS): https://dcs1.noaa.gov/ 
4.	Describe efforts to identify duplication. Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Question 2


The information collected relates to a unique benefit and no duplication has been identified.  
5.	If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe the methods used to minimize burden. 

While small businesses may be respondents, the collection would not have any significant impact upon them and the information requested is the minimum needed to make the necessary determinations.  
6.	Describe the consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

If the collection was not conducted, NOAA could not allow potential users access to the system, which would be to the detriment of those potential users and the government agency using their data or services. SUAs for use of the GOES DCS are valid for five years.  This term is necessary to ensure that users will periodically canvas the marketplace to determine whether commercial services have developed the capabilities to meet their requirements.  
7.	Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

The collection is consistent with the OMB guidelines.  
8.	If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publications in the Federal Register of the agency's notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8 (d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB. Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and describe actions taken by the agency in response to these comments. Specifically address comments received on cost and hour burden.

A Federal Register Notice published on December 22, 2025 (90 FR 59796) solicited public comments. No comments were received.

The program manager for the GOES DCS consults with users at annual meetings and user conferences.  No changes have been made to our procedures or systems since 2017.

NOAA consulted with 5 external stakeholders to obtain their views on the need for and practical utility of the data collected, the accuracy of the burden and frequency of collection, suggestions to minimize the burden, and ways to improve the clarity of instructions and forms.  No comments were received.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
9.	Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are made to respondents.  
10.	Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. If the collection requires a system of records notice (SORN) or privacy impact assessment (PIA), those should be cited and described here.

No confidentiality is promised or provided. No personally identifiable information (PII) is collected.
Consistent with OMB’s guidance implementing the Privacy Act of 1974, “an agency record-keeping system on firms it regulates may contain “records” (i.e., personal information) about officers of the firm incident to evaluating the firm’s performance.  Even though these are clearly “records” under the “control of” an agency, they would not be considered part of a system as defined by the Act unless the agency accessed them by reference to a personal identifier (name, etc.).  That is, if these hypothetical “records” are never retrieved except by reference to company identifier or some other nonpersonal indexing scheme (e.g., type of firm) they are not a part of a system of records.”  While the information system certainly will collect and maintain personally identifiable information (PII), they are not maintained in a system of records.

11.	Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior or attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private. This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.

No sensitive questions are asked.  
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12.	Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.


	Information Collection
	Type of Respondent (Occupational Title)
	# of Respondents
(a)
	Annual # of Responses / Respondent
(b)
	 Total # of Annual Responses
(c) = (a) x (b)
	Burden Hrs / Response
(d)
	Total Annual Burden Hrs
(e) = (c) x (d)
	Mean Hourly Wage Rate  (for Type of Respondent)
(f)
	Total Annual Wage Burden Costs
(g) = (e) x (f)

	 GOES DCS
	Physical Scientist
	75
	1
	75
	0.5
	38
	$50.03
	$1,901

	Totals
	 
	 
	 
	75
	
	38
	
	$1,901



The occupation code 19-2000 for Physical Scientists was used to determine the mean hourly wage rate for respondents.  
https://data.bls.gov/oes/#/industry/000000



13.	Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 12 above). 
There are no costs associated with this information collection.

14.	Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. Also, provide a description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of hours, operational expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information.

	Cost Descriptions
	Grade/Step
	Loaded Salary /Cost
	% of Effort
	Fringe (if Applicable)
	Total Cost to Government

	Federal Oversight – GOES
	GS-12/10
	$174,543
	5%
	 
	$8,727

	Federal Oversight - SPSD
	GS-15/10
	$288,497 
	2.5%
	 
	$7,212

	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Contractor Cost
	 
	$85,000
	5%
	 
	$4,250

	Travel
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Other Costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$20,189



The General Schedule (GS) pay table[footnoteRef:3] for the Rest of U.S. locality was used to determine the base salary.  The Rest of U.S. locality is used since NOAA employees are geographically dispersed.  A multiplier of 1.5 was used to calculate the loaded salary. [3:  https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/pdf/2026/RUS.pdf] 





15.	Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in ROCIS.

The following tables show the changes and in the number of respondents, responses, time estimates, and explains the reasons for these changes. 

The Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite (POES) data collection system (DCS), also known as the Argos system, is being removed from this collection as it is no longer administered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

	Information Collection
	Respondents
	Responses
	Burden Hours
	Reason for change or adjustment

	
	Current Renewal / Revision
	Previous Renewal / Revision
	Current Renewal / Revision
	Previous Renewal / Revision
	Current Renewal / Revision
	Previous Renewal / Revision
	

	GOES DCS
	75
	75
	75
	75
	38
	38
	No changes since 2020

	Argos DCS
	0
	150
	0
	150
	0
	75
	Program Change:  Removed from this Control Number because NOAA no longer hosts Argos.

	Total for Collection
	75
	225
	75
	225
	38
	113
	

	Difference:
	-150 Program Change
	-150 Program Change
	-75 Program Change
	




16.	For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication. Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used. Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.

The results of the collection will not be published.  


17.	If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

OMB approval will be displayed on GOES DCS System Use Agreement and webpage  


18.	Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions."

There are no exceptions for compliance with provisions in the certification statement.

