JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE
U.S. Department of Commerce
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
Electronic Monitoring Systems for Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS)
OMB Control No. 0648-0372

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) requests OMB merge the 0648-0816 temporary information collection into approved information collection 0648-0372, Electronic Monitoring Systems for Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS). Due to the concurrent timing of the rulemaking for 0648-BI10 and the renewal of information collection 0648-0372, Electronic Monitoring Systems for Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS), a temporary collection was created for the rule-related collection. This request seeks to merge the new temporary collection (0648-0816) with 0648-0372 now that all actions have been resolved.
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) promulgated a rule (0648-BI10) in 2023 to implement Amendment 15 to establish two pelagic longline (PLL) monitoring areas, in which PLL vessels that are approved to fish will be required to report interactions with select bycatch species by set via their vessel monitoring system (VMS) units.
Notice was provided to the public in both the proposed rule (88 FR 29050) and final rule (91 FR 04256) of the creation of a temporary collection for Amendment 15 that would be merged into 0648-0372 upon resolution of the extension to 0648-0372 and the approval of the final rule package for 0648-0816.  The merging of these collections changes the number of respondents, responses, burden hours and burden cost for 0648-0372 by the burden amounts approved under 0648-0816.  
There are no other changes to 0648-0372.  Upon approval by OMB of this change request, a discontinuation request will be submitted for information collection 0648-0816.
The below tables show the difference between 0648-0372 before the merge and after the merge.
	Information Collection
	Respondents
	Responses
	Burden Hours
	Reason for change or adjustment

	
	0648-0372 After Merge with 0648-0816
	Before Merge
	0648-0372 After Merge with 0648-0816
	Before Merge
	0648-0372 After Merge with 0648-0816
	Before Merge
	

	Vessel Monitoring System for Atlantic Highly Migratory Species

	 Purchase, install and activation checklist
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4
	4
	No Changes.

	 Beginning and Ending Trip Declaration through VMS plus cost of maintenance and automatic location Reponses 
	132
	132
	19,140
	19,140
	638
	638
	

	 Bluefin tuna catch and effort reports for pelagic longline and green-stick vessels 
	91
	91
	3,276
	3,276
	273
	273
	

	 Review of VMS Submitted Bluefin tuna and effort reports
	91
	91
	3,276
	3,276
	66
	66
	

	 Resubmission of VMS reports due to faulty units
	132
	132
	396
	396
	33
	33
	

	Electronic Video & Gear Monitoring Requirements

	Mailing EM hard drives to NMFS
	91
	91
	1,638
	1,638
	1638
	1638
	No Changes.

	 Service payment
	91
	91
	546
	546
	44
	44
	

	Purchase, install, and EMP for 1 vessel
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	

	Camera boom and grid installation for 1 vessel
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	

	SUBTOTALS
	132 (unique)
	132 (unique)
	28,275
	28,275
	2,697
	2,697
	 

	Vessel Owner/Operator Requirements

	Mailing EM hard drives for monitoring area trips
	20
	 
	60
	 
	60
	 
	This row is being kept separate from the Electronic Video & Gear Monitoring Requirements Mailing of EM hard drives in order to more easily explain burden changes in the future.

	VMS Monitoring Area Catch Reports (pursuant to Amendment 15)
	20
	 
	630
	 
	158
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	EM Service Provider Requirements

	Application & Supporting Documentation
	4
	 
	34
	 
	196
	 
	The burden hour total for this IC was incorrectly calculated at 65 hours in the initial submission for 0648-0816.  This calculation was corrected in this document and in ROCIS

	Application
	4
	 
	4
	 
	180
	 
	The burden hours for this activity were calculated incorrectly in the initial submission for 0648-0816.  The calculation was corrected in this document and in ROCIS.  Merge from 0648-0816

	Copy of contracts
	3
	 
	21
	 
	11
	 
	The burden hours for this activity were calculated incorrectly in the initial submission for 0648-0816.  The calculation was corrected in this document and in ROCIS.  Merge from 0648-0816

	Copies of additional documents
	3
	 
	9
	 
	5
	 
	The burden hours for this activity were calculated incorrectly in the initial submission for 0648-0816.  The calculation was corrected in this document and in ROCIS.  Merge from 0648-0816

	Appeal
	1
	 
	1
	 
	4
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Change to EMSP
	3
	 
	3
	 
	6
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	EM System Certification Form
	3
	 
	9
	 
	5
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Vessel Monitoring Plans
	3
	 
	9
	 
	36
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Reports
	3
	 
	72
	 
	500
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Quarterly EM Review Reports
	3
	 
	12
	 
	480
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Technical Assistance 
	3
	 
	30
	 
	10
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Non-compliance Reports
	3
	 
	30
	 
	10
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Data Storage
	3
	 
	60
	 
	15
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Debrief of EM Staff
	3
	 
	21
	 
	42
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	SUBTOTALS
	24 (unique)
	20 (unique)
	899
	0
	1,022
	0
	 

	GRAND TOTALS
	156 (unique)
	152 (unique)
	29,174
	28,275
	3,719
	2,697
	 

	Differences
	4
	899
	1,022
	 



	Information Collection
	Miscellaneous Costs
	Reason for change or adjustment

	
	0648-0372 After Merge with 0648-0816
	Before Merge
	

	Vessel Monitoring System for Atlantic Highly Migratory Species

	 Purchase, install and activation checklist
	$3,325 
	$3,325 
	No Changes

	 Beginning and Ending Trip Declaration through VMS plus cost of maintenance and automatic location Reponses 
	$125,176 
	$125,176 
	

	 Bluefin tuna catch and effort reports for pelagic longline and green-stick vessels 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	

	 Review of VMS Submitted Bluefin tuna and effort reports
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	

	 Resubmission of VMS reports due to faulty units
	$832 
	$832 
	

	Electronic Video & Gear Monitoring Requirements

	Mailing EM hard drives to NMFS
	$18,837 
	$18,837 
	No Changes

	Service payment
	$24,570 
	$24,570 
	

	Purchase, install, and EMP for 1 vessel
	$5,786 
	$5,786 
	

	Camera boom installation
	$1,000 
	$1,000 
	

	SUBTOTALS
	$179,526 
	$179,526 
	 

	Vessel Owner/Operator Requirements

	EM video processing fees for monitoring area trips
	$100,800 
	$0.00 
	Miscellaneous cost increased due to shifting sampling costs to fleet for EM video review in monitoring areas

	VMS Monitoring Area Catch Reports (pursuant to Amendment 15)
	$0 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	EM Service Provider Requirements

	Application & Supporting Documentation
	$93
	 
	 

	Application
	$46 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Copy of contracts
	$33 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Copies of additional documents
	$14 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Appeal
	$16 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Change to EMSP
	$34 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	EM System Certification Form
	$6 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Vessel Monitoring Plans
	$18 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Reports
	$0 
	 
	 

	Quarterly EM Review Reports
	$0 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Technical Assistance 
	$0 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Non-compliance Reports
	$0 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Data Storage
	$780 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	Debrief of EM Staff
	$0 
	 
	Merge from 0648-0816

	SUBTOTALS
	$101,747 
	$179,526 
	 

	GRAND TOTALS
	$281,273 
	$179,526 
	 

	Difference
	$101,747 
	 



