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Observers.

This content is from the eCFR and is authoritative but unofficial.

Title 50 —Wildlife and Fisheries
Chapter III —International Fishing and Related Activities
Part 300 —International Fisheries Regulations
Subpart C —Eastern Pacific Tuna Fisheries
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 951 et seq.

Authority: 16 U.5.C. 951 et seq, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq, 16 U.S.C. 3501 et seq., 16 U.S.C. 2431 et seq,, 31 U.S.C. 9701 et seq.
Source: 61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, unless otherwise noted.

Editorial Note: Nomenclature changes to part 300 appear at 64 FR 44431, Aug. 16,1999, and at 76 FR 59305,
Sept. 26, 2011.

§ 300.29 Observers.

The following requirements apply to all on-board fisheries observers required under this subpart, which includes

observers on purse seine, longline vessels, and transshipment carrier vessels, and while on a fishing trip in the
IATTC Convention Area.

(a) Contact information. A full list of U.S. longline and IATTC purse seine observer providers and U.S.
Government contacts for situations described in paragraphs (b) through (d) of this section is available at

owners-operators-and-observers-longline-and-purse.
(b) Loss of life. In the event that an observer dies, is missing, or presumed fallen overboard, the owner or

operator of the fishing vessel must immediately notify a U.S. Government contact and the observer
provider.

(c) Serious illness or injury. The owner or operator of a fishing vessel of the United States shall immediately
report serious illness or injury that threatens the life and/or long-term health or safety of an observer to

the observer provider and a U.S. Government contact. In addition, the owner or operator of the fishing
vessel must:

(1) Immediately cease fishing operations;

(2) Take all reasonable actions to care for the observer and provide any medical treatment available and
possible on board the vessel, and where appropriate seek external medical advice;

(3) Where directed by the observer provider, if not already directed by the appropriate U.S. Government
contact, facilitate the disembarkation and transport of the observer to a medical facility equipped to
provide the required care, as soon as practicable; and

(4) Cooperate fully in any official investigations into the cause of the illness or injury.

(d) Assault, intimidation, threat, or harassment. For reporting violations in the event that an observer on a
fishing vessel of the United States has been assaulted, intimidated, threatened, or harassed, the owner or
operator of the fishing vessel shall immediately notify the observer provider and the NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement West Coast Division Duty Officer line at (206) 526-4851 of the situation and the status and
location of the observer. In addition, the owner or operator of the fishing vessel must:
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(1) Immediately take action to preserve the safety of the observer and mitigate and resolve the situation
on board;

(2) If the observer or the observer provider indicate that they wish for the observer to be removed from
the vessel, facilitate the safe disembarkation of the observer in a manner and place, as agreed by the
observer provider and a U.S. Government contact, that facilitates access to any needed medical
treatment; and

(3) Cooperate fully in any official investigations into the incident.

[85 FR 29669, May 18, 2020]
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