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Definitions for Determining Categories of Survivorship[footnoteRef:2] for CICP Death Benefit [2:  With limited exceptions, under the standard calculation, the CICP follows the requirements of the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits (PSOB) Program with respect to the categories of eligible survivors and the order of priority for payments of death benefits. 42 C.F.R. § 110.11. For more information on the PSOB Program, please see: https://www.psob.gov.] 


This document provides a glossary of terms related to claims for countermeasure recipients, as defined in 28 C.F.R. § 32.3 and 28 C.F.R. § 32.13.
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Family and Relationship Definitions

The definitions of the survivor categories outlined below apply to (active) relationships at the time of the injury of the deceased countermeasure recipient unless otherwise specified.

Spouse: An individual with whom another individual lawfully entered into marriage under the law of the jurisdiction in which it was entered into, and includes a spouse living apart from the other individual, other than pursuant to divorce. except that—
(1) In connection with a claim, the term does not include anyone upon whose injury the claim is predicated; and
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law—
(i) For an individual purporting to be a spouse on the basis of a common-law marriage (or a putative marriage), or on any other basis, to be considered a spouse within the meaning of this definition, it is necessary (but not sufficient) for the jurisdiction of domicile of the parties to recognize such individual as the lawful spouse of the other individual; and
(ii) In deciding who may be the spouse of an injured countermeasure recipient, the relevant date is that of the injured countermeasure recipient’s death. 

Divorce: means a legally-valid (for civil purposes) dissolution of the bond of wedlock (i.e., the bond of marriage), except that, otherwise, and notwithstanding any other provision of law, a spouse (or purported spouse) of an individual shall be considered to be divorced from that individual within the meaning of this definition if, subsequent to his marriage (or purported marriage) to that individual (and while that individual is living), the spouse (or purported spouse)—
(1) Holds himself out as being divorced from, or not being married to, the individual;
(2) Holds himself out as being married to another individual; or
(3) Was a party to a ceremony purported by the parties thereto to be a marriage between the spouse (or purported spouse) and another individual. 

Child: A natural, illegitimate, adopted, posthumous child, or stepchild of a deceased injured countermeasure recipient who, at the time of the countermeasure recipient’s death, is:
a. 18 years old or younger, or
b. between 19 and 22 years of age and a full-time student, or
c. over 18 years old and incapable of self-support due to a physical or mental disability, and 
d. with respect to whom the injured countermeasure recipient’s parental rights have not been terminated.

Adopted child:  A child of an injured countermeasure recipient that is: (1) legally adopted by the injured countermeasure recipient; or (2) as of the injury date, and not being a stepchild, the individual was (i) known by the injured countermeasure recipient not to be his biological first-generation offspring; and (ii) after the injured countermeasure recipient obtained such knowledge, in a parent-child relationship with the injured countermeasure recipient. 

Parent-child relationship:  A relationship between an injured countermeasure recipient and another individual, in which the injured countermeasure recipient has the role of parent (other than biological or legally-adoptive), as shown by convincing evidence.  

Illegitimate child: An individual is an illegitimate child of an injured countermeasure recipient only if he is a natural child of the injured countermeasure recipient, and the injured countermeasure recipient is not married to the other biological parent at (or at any time after) the time of his conception. 

Natural child: An individual is a natural child of an injured countermeasure recipient only if he is a biological child of the injured countermeasure recipient, and the injured countermeasure recipient is alive at the time of his birth. 

Biological: Genetic, but does not include circumstances where the genetic donation (under the laws of the jurisdiction where the offspring is conceived) does not (as of the time of such conception) legally confer parental rights and obligations. 

Posthumous child: An individual is a posthumous child of an injured countermeasure recipient only if he is a biological child of the injured countermeasure recipient, and the injured countermeasure recipient is—
(1) Alive at the time of his conception; and
(2) Deceased at or before the time of his birth. 


Stepchild: An individual is a stepchild of an injured countermeasure recipient only if the individual is the legally-adoptive or biological first-generation offspring of an injured countermeasure recipient’s current, deceased, or former spouse, which offspring (not having been legally adopted by the injured countermeasure recipient)—
(1) Was conceived before the marriage of the injured countermeasure recipient and the spouse; and
(2) As of the injury date—
(i) Was known by the injured countermeasure recipient not to be his biological first-generation offspring; and
(ii) After the injured countermeasure recipient obtained such knowledge—
(A) Received over half of his support from the injured countermeasure recipient;
(B) Had as his principal place of abode the home of the injured countermeasure recipient and was a member of the injured countermeasure recipient’s household; or
(C) Was in a parent-child relationship with the injured countermeasure recipient. 
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Parental Definitions

Parent: of an injured countermeasure recipient means an injured countermeasure recipient’s surviving—(1) Biological or adoptive parent whose parental rights have not been terminated, as of the injury date; or (2) Step-parent. 
 	
Adoptive parent of an injured countermeasure recipient: Any individual who (not being a step-parent), as of the injury date, was the legally-adoptive parent of the injured countermeasure recipient, or otherwise was in a child-parent relationship with him. 

Child-parent relationship: A relationship between an injured countermeasure recipient and another individual, in which the individual (other than the injured countermeasure recipient’s biological or legally-adoptive parent) has the role of parent, as shown by convincing evidence. 

Step-parent of an injured countermeasure recipient: A current or former spouse of the legally-adoptive or biological parent (living or deceased) of an injured countermeasure recipient conceived (or legally adopted) by that parent before the marriage of the spouse and the parent, which spouse (not being a legally-adoptive parent of the injured countermeasure recipient), as of the injury date,
(1) Received over half of his support from the injured countermeasure recipient;
(2) Had as his principal place of abode the home of the injured countermeasure recipient and was a member of the injured countermeasure recipient’s household; or
(3) Was in a child-parent relationship with the injured countermeasure recipient. 

Other Definitions
Legal guardian of a minor deceased injured countermeasure recipient: The minor’s 	guardian as documented by appointment of guardianship by a court of competent 	jurisdiction in accordance with state law.
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Additional definitions used for determining survivorship under the Alternative Calculation

Minor dependent: A person whom the Internal Revenue Service would consider to be the deceased injured countermeasure recipient’s dependent at the time the covered injury was sustained and who is younger than the age of 18 at the time of the filing of the Request Form. “Minor dependents” includes the individuals who qualify under the category above under “child” who is younger than the age of 18, and dependents of the deceased injured countermeasure recipient such as nieces, nephews, foster children and other minors. 


PUBLIC BURDEN STATEMENT The purpose of this data collection is to gather information to allow the Secretary of Health and Human Services to determine if requesters are eligible for Countermeasure Injury Compensation Program (CICP) benefits. Requesters (or their representatives) must submit appropriate documentation forms and relevant medical records as specified in 42 CFR Part 110, subpart G. to the CICP. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB control number for this information collection is 0915-0334 and it is valid until 4/30/2026. This information collection is required to obtain or retain a benefit (42 CFR Part 110). Access to these records is strictly limited to authorized users who are aware of their responsibilities under the Privacy Act and who are required to maintain Privacy Act safeguards with respect to such records. The System of Records Notice for Injury Compensation Programs, HHS/HRSA/HSB, System No. 09–15–0056, identifies authorized users. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to HRSA Reports Clearance Officer, 5600 Fishers Lane, Room 14N136B, Rockville, Maryland, 20857 or paperwork@hrsa.gov. Please do not send documents related to an individual claim to paperwork@hrsa.gov.
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