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April 2026

This Justification of Change seeks OMB’s approval on an update to a form that is part of OMB No. 0581-0178, walnuts grown in California, Marketing Order No. 984 (7 CFR part 984). The California Walnut Board (Board) uses these forms to locally administer the Federal marketing order for California walnuts under the Agricultural Marketing Service’s oversight.

The following form requires an update to modify existing instructions for handlers to report walnut acquisitions. AMS in the process of finalizing a rulemaking that would add language to the marketing order that would update existing instructions and formalize the process for reporting additional walnut acquisitions to the Board. Currently, total walnut acquisitions are reported to the board on CWB Form # 1 by January 15; however, some handlers, although uncommon, receive additional walnuts after this date, causing confusion concerning how reporting requirements and assessment collection apply to late arriving walnuts. Currently, handlers that receive additional walnuts after submitting their initial report may submit a revised form to the Board; however, this process isn’t formally outlined in the marketing order or form instructions and is completed on a discretionary basis. This form change would update the form to include clear instructions for reporting additional acquisitions, which are used to calculate assessments, based on a final rule amending the marketing order. 

This change is expected to have a minimal impact on the burden hours for the handlers completing this form because the affected population is small, approximately 5 to 6 handlers, population remains the same as these handlers already use this form to report acquisition totals and formalizes an existing process as handlers have submitted revised forms in the past. Thus, this change may be considered non-substantive non-de minimis change and that a Justification of Change is appropriate because it’s modifying an existing requirement to include and formalize a current practice.

This form also include a de-minimis update to change a non-discrimination statement.


1) Crop Acquisition Report, by County and Variety, for Crop Year 20__CWB Form #1 (§§ 984.473): This form is used by handlers to file a report from walnut receipts from growers on or before January 15 of each marketing year and for filing a revised report walnuts acquired after submission of their initial report. 

 
