
Undergraduate Scholarship Programs Application - Reference Form

PRA Burden Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. 
The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0648-0568. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 
information collection. All responses to this information collection are voluntary. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate, suggestions for 
improving this individual collection, or if you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual form, application or survey, please contact the NOAA Office of 
Education at john.baek@noaa.gov.

OMB Control Number: 0648-0568

Expires: 05-31-2026

Privacy Act Statement

Authority: The collection of this information is authorized by section 4001 of the America COMPETES Act (Pub. Law 110-69).

Purpose: NOAA’s Office of Education collects contact information and associated background information of undergraduate and graduate students, as well as recent graduates, 
for the purpose of tracking scholarship recipients’ academic progress, making annual financial awards, and tracking graduate studies and career progress. 

NOAA Routine Uses: In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(4) and (11), the Department of Commerce proposes to collect this information 
for the purposes of evaluating scholarship applicants and for determining educational and professional attainment of NOAA education program participants following graduation. 
This includes disclosure to other Federal agencies or contractors of the Department of Commerce as needed. Maintenance and disclosure of this information is subject to the 
routine uses identified in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice entitled “COMMERCE/NOAA–14 Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program; Office of Education, Educational 
Partnership Program (EPP); Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program and National Marine Fisheries Service Recruitment, Training, and Research Program”. 

Disclosure: Furnishing this information is voluntary. 



OMB# 0648-0568, expires May 31, 2026

Undergraduate Scholarship Programs Application - Reference Form

APPLICATION CLOSED
 
 

Reference for:
 First Name: Zarah Middle Initial: F Last Name: Abatcha

 

 

 
How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant? (Maximum 500 characters) *
500  Characters left

 

 

 

 
Please rate the applicant with respect to the following characteristics. *
 

 
Below
Average Average Good Very Good Exceptional

No Basis for
Judgement

Motivation and persistence toward academic and career
goals

Creative solutions to problems

Ability to work with others

Independence and self-reliance

Leadership potential (strategic thinking, interpersonal
communication, integrity, thoughtful decision-making)

Understanding of fundamental knowledge of the field
 

 

 
Provide examples of how the applicant has demonstrated at least one of the characteristics listed above. In your response, please describe
the context of these examples and explain how they reflect the applicant’s strengths, abilities, and potential for success in the program.
(Maximum 4,000 characters) *
4000  Characters left
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Your Contact information:
   Name:  *

Title:  *

Department:  *

Institution/Organization:  *

Telephone Number:  (xxx-xxx-xxxx) *

Email:  *
 

 

 
 
* Required Information

Paperwork Reduction Act Information
NOAA Office of Education, administers the Ernest F. Hollings and EPP Undergraduate Scholarship Programs in order to promote the education and
training of students in NOAA sciences. The information contained in the application and all associated forms, including this reference form, will be used
to competitively select undergraduate students for scholarship awards. The information on this form will be treated confidentially. Public reporting burden
for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per form including the time to compile needed information, draft the required narratives,
and complete the form. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing the burden, to NOAA Office of Education, Educational Partnership Program, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
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Undergraduate Scholarship Programs Application - Reference Form

APPLICATION CLOSED
 
 

Reference for:
 First Name: Zaynab Middle Initial: A Last Name: Abdusamad

 

 

 
How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant? (Maximum 500 characters) *
500  Characters left

 

 

 

 
Please rate the applicant with respect to the following characteristics. *
 

 
Below
Average Average Good Very Good Exceptional

No Basis for
Judgement

Motivation and persistence toward academic and career
goals

Creative solutions to problems

Ability to work with others

Independence and self-reliance

Leadership potential (strategic thinking, interpersonal
communication, integrity, thoughtful decision-making)

Understanding of fundamental knowledge of the field
 

 

 
Provide examples of how the applicant has demonstrated at least one of the characteristics listed above. In your response, please describe
the context of these examples and explain how they reflect the applicant’s strengths, abilities, and potential for success in the program.
(Maximum 4,000 characters) *
4000  Characters left
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Your Contact information:
   Name:  *

Title:  *

Department:  *

Institution/Organization:  *

Telephone Number:  (xxx-xxx-xxxx) *

Email:  *
 

For teaching assistant (TA) references only
 

Supervising Professor Name:  *

Supervising Professor Title:  *

Supervising Professor Email:  *

 

 
By completing this reference form, you verify that the information on this form has
been co-signed by the supervising professor of record. The NOAA Office of Education
reserves the right to contact the supervising professor regarding any questions of the
integrity of this reference form. You also acknowledge that any discrepancy between
the supervising professor's accounts and that of this reference form could render this
application ineligible.

 

 

 

 
 
* Required Information

Paperwork Reduction Act Information
NOAA Office of Education, administers the Ernest F. Hollings and EPP Undergraduate Scholarship Programs in order to promote the education and
training of students in NOAA sciences. The information contained in the application and all associated forms, including this reference form, will be used
to competitively select undergraduate students for scholarship awards. The information on this form will be treated confidentially. Public reporting burden
for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per form including the time to compile needed information, draft the required narratives,
and complete the form. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing the burden, to NOAA Office of Education, Educational Partnership Program, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
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