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Comment 
#

Commenter Name Comment FSA Response Change to ICR 
or Form

0004 NASFAA NASFAA supports renaming the form as 
the “Fixed Payment Repayment Plan 
Request” rather than listing all the 
repayment plan options as part of the 
form name. We also support adding the 
statement, “You never need to pay for 
help with your federal student loans. Your 
loan servicer will help you for FREE. 
Contact your servicer if you have 
questions about this form or need any 
information regarding your federal 
student loans.” Highlighting that 
borrowers do not need to pay in order to 
get help with loan repayment is a 
welcome addition to the form’s 
information.

Thank you for your comment. No Change

We also support breaking Section 2 into 
two distinct sections (2A and 2B) based on 
whether a borrower has taken out loans 
on or after July 1, 2026, as the repayment 
plan options greatly differ between these 
two categories of borrowers. Because of 
this critical distinction, we recommend 
adding a brief explanatory statement to 
both sections defining “disbursed” so 
borrowers can easily determine which 
section of the form applies to them. 
Without additional clarification, some 
borrowers may not understand that 
“disbursed” refers to the date loan funds 
were paid out, which could create 
confusion when identifying which section 

Thank you for your comment and we agree that 
clarifying the definition of “disbursed” would be 
helpful to users of the form. We have added 
“(paid out)” following the instances of the use of 
the word “disbursed” which is consistent with 
how it is clarified on the StudentAid.gov website. 

Change
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to complete.
Additionally, we suggest adding to Section 
2A, before question 1, a statement that 
says, “If you had a loan disbursed on or 
after July 1, 2026, skip Section 2A and 
proceed to Section 2B.” While this section 
states it is for borrowers “with ONLY loans 
disbursed before July 1, 2026,” we believe 
an additional statement explaining when 
2A can be skipped would help ensure 
borrowers with loans borrowed on or after 
July 1, 2026, understand they can skip all 
questions and information until Section 
2B. Similarly, in Section 2B, we suggest 
adding a statement before question 1 that 
says, “If you did not have a loan disbursed 
on or after July 1, 2026, do not complete 
Section 2B. Instead, go back and complete 
Section 2A.”

Thank you, the Department agrees that this 
clarification is an improvement to the form. The 
form has been updated to include language in 
both 2A and 2B that better instructs the user 
which items are appropriate for them to 
complete.

Change

The table in Section 2B is confusing and 
needs revisions to ensure borrowers 
understand which repayment plans are 
available to them. Rather than trying to 
describe all types of loans, some of which 
could seemingly fall into multiple 
categories of the table, we instead suggest 
creating a table similar to the one used in 
section 2A, listing only loans that are 
ineligible for Income-Driven Repayment 
(IDR) plans. As part of the paragraph 
before the table in 2B, we suggest adding 
a statement that says, “If you have a loan 
disbursed on or after July 1, 2026, the only 
potential repayment plan options you may 

Thank you, the Department agrees that this 
clarification is an improvement to the form. The 
table has been updated to include a more 
descriptive introduction that explains the plan 
eligibility for borrowers with a loan disbursed on 
or after July 1, 2026 and limited the loans 
outlined in the table to only include those loan 
types that can be repaid only under the Tiered 
Standard Plan to reduce confusion.

Change
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be eligible for are the Tiered Standard Plan 
and the Repayment Assistance Plan. 
However, the following loan types are not 
eligible for the Repayment Assistance 
Plan, and therefore, must be repaid under 
the Tiered Standard Plan.” Then, the table 
could include the types of loans ineligible 
for the Repayment Assistance Plan, such 
as but not limited to Direct Parent PLUS 
Loans and Direct Consolidation Loans that 
repaid a Direct Parent PLUS Loan.
In both 2A and 2B, NASFAA agrees with 
providing information on how to apply for 
IDR plans and suggesting borrowers use 
the repayment calculator to estimate their 
monthly payments for all plans for which 
they are eligible. We assume the 
repayment calculator is a renaming or 
replacement of the Loan Simulator tool. If 
so, we encourage the Department to 
provide a clear and timely announcement, 
given that many organizations reference 
the tool in consumer-facing resources and 
communications.

Thank you for your comment, but this is outside 
the scope of this information collection.

No Change

In Section 3, there is a new bullet that 
states, “If I have a new loan disbursed on 
or after July 1, 2026 but did not complete 
Section 2B or incorrectly completed 
Section 2A, I request that my loan holder 
treat my request as if I had selected Item 1 
in Section 2B which requires that all my 
Direct Loans be placed in the Tiered 
Standard Plan.” We acknowledge that 
there will likely be borrowers in this 

Thank you, the Department agrees that this 
information is important to share with the user. 
The form has been updated to explain that in this 
circumstance, the user can still apply to have 
their otherwise eligible loans repaid under RAP.

Change
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situation, and this statement is therefore 
necessary, but suggest adding a sentence 
to this bullet stating, “If I later want to 
change my repayment plan selection for 
loans that are eligible for the Repayment 
Assistance Plan, I understand that I will 
need to complete the IDR Request Form to 
make that change.”
In Section 5A, there is a statement that 
says, “For all loan types, the maximum 
repayment period is 25 years” which is 
presumably part of the description for the 
Extended Repayment Plan, as earlier in 
the descriptions for the Standard and 
Graduated plans, it says, “For Direct 
Consolidation Loans disbursed before July 
1, 2026, the maximum repayment period 
ranges from 10 to 30 years, depending on 
loan debt.” However, this should be more 
clear. If the maximum repayment length 
for the Extended Repayment Plan is 25 
years, even for Direct Consolidation Loans 
disbursed before July 1, 2026, that should 
be clearly stated. We suggest the last 
sentence of the Extended Repayment Plan 
description instead say, “Under the 
Extended Repayment Plan, the maximum 
repayment period is 25 years for all loan 
types (including Direct Consolidation 
Loans disbursed before July 1, 2026).”

Thank you, the Department agrees that your 
suggestion would improve the user’s ability to 
compare plans. However, to maintain symmetry 
between each plan’s description we simplified 
the suggested text to assert that “all loan types” 
includes Consolidation Loans.

Change

Section 5B is for “Fixed Payment 
Repayment Plan Descriptions for 
borrowers with any loan disbursed on or 
after July 1, 2026,” but the words 

Thank you for identifying this oversight. The 
errant “Repayment Assistance Plan” has been 
removed.

Change
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“Repayment Assistance Plan” appear after 
the description of the Tiered Standard 
Plan. It seems this is extraneous text that 
should not be included in this section. We 
recommend that the Department remove 
the words “Repayment Assistance Plan” 
from this section.
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