Since Form GC-859 is provided online through a web-based application, the following email (instead of a physical letter) will be sent to all respondents.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

From: PNNL GC859 Help <gc859help@pnnl.gov> 
Subject: DOE Nuclear Fuel Data Survey (Form GC-859)

Greetings,

[bookmark: _Hlk223013556]The Pacific Northwest National Lab (PNNL), in support of the Office of the General Counsel (GC) of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), is conducting its survey of spent nuclear fuel data. The Form GC-859 Nuclear Fuel Data survey will be used to collect information from all operators of commercial nuclear reactors and owners of commercial spent nuclear fuel.  The survey collects data for spent nuclear fuel permanently discharged from January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2027.  DOE estimates that the average reporting burden for this survey is 90 hours per response.  The data collected on this form are not considered confidential.

Article IV, Section A.1.(a) of the Standard Contract for Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and/or High-Level Radioactive Waste requires the submission of Appendix B of the Standard Contract on an annual basis. By letter dated October 21, 1988, DOE informed all contract holders that timely submission of the Form RW-859 (now Form GC-859) satisfies the requirement of submitting Appendix B.

PNNL is providing a web-based application (https://gc859.pnnl.gov/) for the next Nuclear Fuel Data Survey Form GC-859. We request that this form be completed and submitted by October 31, 2028. Please coordinate the appropriate points of contact for completing this submittal.

Attached are resources to assist you in completing the GC-859 survey. This survey package includes:
1. Attachment_A_GC_859_2028_Form.pdf: A pdf version of the approved GC-859 survey form.
1. Attachment_B_Registration_Process.pdf: Registration instructions for users to create an account in the GC-859 website. Please contact us for utility-specific registration link.
1. Attachment_C_Survey_Manual.pdf: Survey website user manual with detailed instructions that explain how to directly enter, revise, or upload current survey data inputs using the web-based application and how to access, review, and edit (if needed) previously submitted data. The website also includes the user manual, which is accessible via the help menu.
1. Attachment_D_Data_Download.pdf: Instruction for downloading previously submitted and current survey year data if desired to support the submission process. 
1. Attachment E_1988 letter to Standard Contract holders related to Appendix B.pdf

Please contact us for any technical and logistical support by email at gc859help@pnnl.gov or by phone. The website also includes a messaging application which can be used to contact us. To support future communications related to the survey status and schedule, it would be helpful if a single point of contact for each utility/company or each site can be identified and provided to our team.

Thank you in advance for your support in responding to this survey.

The PNNL GC-859 Survey Team
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
(509) 372-7767
