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(10) Owner on-board requirement.

(i) Except as provided in paragraphs (f)(10)(ii) through (v) of this section, the DGN permit
holder must be on-board the vessel and in possession of a valid Federal limited entry
DGN permit when engaged in DGN fishing activity.

(i) A permit holder may designate another individual to fish under their permit for up to 15
days per fishing year (April 1to March 31 of the following year); the substitute must
comply with all other Federal permitting requirements. A permit holder shall notify
NMFS of a substitution at least 24 hours prior to the commencement of the trip.

If the person who owns a Federal DGN permit is prevented from being on-board a
fishing vessel because the person died, is i, or s injured, NMFS may allow an
exemption to the owner on-board requirement for more than 15 days. The person
requesting the exemption must send a letter to NMFS requesting an exemption from
the owner on-board requirements, with appropriate evidence as described at paragraph
(f)(10)(iv) or (v) of this section. All exemptions for death, injury, or illness will be
evaluated by NMFS and a decision will be made in writing to the permit owner (or, in the
case of the death of the permit owner, to the estate or heirs of the permit owner) within
60 calendar days of receipt of the original exemption request.
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(iv) Evidence of death of the permit owner shall be provided to NMFS in the form of a copy
of a death certificate. In the interim before the estate is settled, if the deceased permit
owner was subject to the owner on-board requirements, the estate of the deceased
permit owner may send a letter to NMFS with a copy of the death certificate, requesting
an exemption from the owner-on-board requirements. An exemption due to death of the
permit owner will be effective only until such time that the estate of the deceased
permit owner has registered the deceased permit owner's permit to a beneficiary,
transferred the permit to another owner, or three years after the date of death as proven
by a death certificate, whichever is earliest. An exemption from the owner-on-board
requirement will be conveyed i a letter from NMFS to the estate of the permit owner
and is required to be on the vessel during DN fishing operations.

(v). Evidence of illness or injury that prevents the permit owner from participating in the
fishery shall be provided to NMFS in the form of a letter from a certified medical
practitioner. This letter must detail the relevant medical conditions of the permit owner
and how those conditions prevent the permit owner from being on-board a fishing
vessel during DGN fishing. An exemption due to injury or iliness will be effective only for
the fishing year of the request for exemption. In order to extend a medical exemption
for a succeeding year, the permit owner must submit a new request and provide
documentation from a certified medical practitioner detailing why the permit owner is
still unable to be on-board a fishing vessel. An exemption from the owner-on-board
requirement will be conveyed i a letter from NMFS to the permit owner and is required
10 be on the vessel during DGN fishing operations.




