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§ 300.29 Observers.

The following requirements apply to all on-board fisheries observers reguired under this subpart, which includes
ocbservers on purse seine, longline vessels, and transshipment carrier vessels, and while on a fishing trip in the
IATTC Convention Area.

(@)

(b)

Contact information. A full list of U.S. longline and IATTC purse seine observer providers and U.S.

the following website: hitps.//www. fisheries. noaa.gov/west-coast/partners/emergency-contacts-vessel-
owners-operators-and-observers-longline-and-purse.

Loss of life. In the event that an observer dies, is missing, or presumed fallen overboard, the owner or
operator of the fishing vessel must immediately notify a U.S. Government contact and the observer
provider.

Serious illness or injury. The owner or operator of a fishing vessel of the United States shall immediately
report serious iliness or injury that threatens the life and/or long-term health or safety of an observer to
the observer provider and a U.S. Government contact. In addition, the owner or operator of the fishing
vessel must:

(1) Immediately cease fishing operations;

(2) Take all reasonable actions to care for the observer and provide any medical treatment available and
possible on board the vessel, and where appropriate seek external medical advice;

(3) Where directed by the observer provider, if not already directed by the appropriate U.S. Government
contact, facilitate the disembarkation and transport of the observer to a medical facility equipped to
provide the required care, as soon as practicable; and

(4) Cooperate fully in any official investigations into the cause of the illness or injury.

(d) Assault, intimidation, threat, or harassment. For reporting violations in the event that an observer on a

fishing vessel of the United States has been assaulted, intimidated, threatened, or harassed, the owner or
operator of the fishing vessel shall immediately notify the observer provider and the NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement West Coast Division Duty Officer line at (206) 526-4851 of the situation and the status and
location of the cbserver. In addition, the owner or operator of the fishing vessel must:

(1) Immediately take action to preserve the safety of the observer and mitigate and resolve the situation
on board;

(2) If the observer or the observer provider indicate that they wish for the observer to be removed from
the vessel, facilitate the safe disembarkation of the observer in a manner and place, as agreed by the
observer provider and a U.S. Government contact, that facilitates access to any needed medical
treatment; and

(3) Cooperate fully in any official investigations into the incident.



Paperwork Reduction Act Statement for Observer Safety Reporting

A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor
shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with an information collection subject
to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 unless the information collection
has a currently valid OMB Control Number. The approved OMB Control Number for this
information collection is 0648-0148. Without this approval, we could not conduct this
information collection. Public reporting for this information collection is estimated to be
approximately 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing
the information collection. All responses to this information collection are mandatory. Send
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this information collection,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to the NMFS West Coast Regional Office, 501 W.
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802.



