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OMB No. 0920-1393
Comments received from 60-day Federal Register Notice

All comments were submitted as “anonymous” and most comments were supportive for the Research Data Center Data Security Forms.  For these reasons, the agency did not respond to the comments.  The four comments are shown below.

Comment 1: Anonymous - As an undergraduate student majoring in Public Health, I write in strong support of the proposed reinstatement of the Research Data Center Security Forms. With an interest in getting into research in the future, access to this type of health data goes hand in hand with protecting individuals’ confidential information. Having these agreements required helps gain the trust of the public and shows that data privacy is needed in public health. The activity of reading and signing about three forms is worth it when considering a potential data breach. For bettering the researcher experience, there could be a summary besides the text or sample completed forms. The cost of notaries is reasonable for the size and significance of the data being used. Using real health data when studying health issues is necessary to better represent the general public.  (posted April 5, 2026)

Comment 2: Anonymous - I support the CDC’s plan to collect information through the Research Data Center Data Security Forms in order to protect the health data of the individuals mentioned in these forms. Researchers are required to follow certain steps in order to ensure that the health data of these individuals is kept private and secure. I believe this plan will ensure that only qualified researchers have access to this data. However, the process for completing these forms takes some time and effort from researchers; the CDC is working to minimize this burden on researchers. I believe that this policy is important in the safeguarding of individuals’ health data. Additionally, I also believe that the fact that these forms are voluntary and require minimal effort from the individuals who will be applying for these Research Data Center positions is a helpful addition to the policy. The use of technology like the SAP and virtual access to the health and census data is a helpful development in the research world. The data collected will only be for internal purposes and protected in whatever manner the researchers ensure. Ensuring that the researchers understand what data they will have access to ahead of time is another helpful addition to the Research Data Center forms. Overall, I believe this policy to be an efficient and helpful way to balance the needs of both researchers and individuals whose health data will be used in research projects. (posted April 5, 2026)

Comment 3: Anonymous - I support that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Center for Health Statistics are reviewing their data security forms for the Research Data Center. Protecting sensitive health data is very important, and this process makes sure researchers can still access the information they need without putting anyone’s privacy at risk. I also support the public input under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, since it helps keep the forms practical and not too complicated while still supporting meaningful public health research. As a student, I think it’s encouraging to see the government balancing transparency, privacy, and research needs in a way that benefits everyone. (posted April 7, 2026)

Comment 4: Anonymous (WhoPoo App) - CDC seeks employee volunteers for Ebola screening after staff cuts. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention sent an "urgent request" to its employees seeking volunteers to help screen passengers arriving from Congo and Uganda for signs of Ebola, according to an internal email shared by a U.S. Health and Human Services official with USA TODAY. The email, sent by acting CDC Director Dr. Jay Bhattacharya on May 26, said staff from “across job series and pay grades” were sought, including public health advisers, emergency management specialists and licensed medical providers. For CDC employees who volunteer, responsibilities will include observing arriving international travelers for signs of illness, checking travelers’ temperatures for fever and referring ill travelers to CDC Port Health Station staff for further assessment. Why should the American people volunteer for YOU when you couldn't be bothered to investigate COVID vaccines properly? You have so many broken and unused websites taking up server space that should've been deleted. Your NORS protocol for example is out of date and doesn't work. Instead of asking the American people to pick up your slack, please turn to another useless federal agency like USFWS, NOAA, BOEM or DOE to be your volunteers.
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