CMS-10752
Response to Comments

CMS received comments from an individual.  

Comment: A commenter called on CMS to modernize emergency response activities, including Section 1135 waivers and HCF operational status reporting, by adopting FHIR-based APIs and the IPS-US standard to improve interstate health data sharing.

Response to comment: CMS appreciates the comment regarding the use of interoperability standards, including FHIR-based APIs and the International Patient Summary (IPS-US), to support emergency response activities. The purpose of this information collection is to provide rapid situational awareness during disasters and emergencies by collecting facility operational status, beneficiary impact counts, evacuation information, and infrastructure impacts from affected healthcare providers and suppliers. CMS does not currently collect patient-level clinical information through this collection. While CMS supports ongoing Federal interoperability initiatives, this collection is designed to prioritize timely reporting, simplicity, accessibility, and reduced burden for all provider and supplier types, including small and rural facilities, during emergency events. CMS will continue to evaluate opportunities to enhance emergency response reporting capabilities as interoperability standards and technologies evolve.

