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Part B
B1.	Objectives
Study Objectives
[bookmark: _Hlk35244766][bookmark: _Hlk121299732]The objective of the Personal Responsibility Education Program (PREP) performance measures (PM) effort is to document how PREP-funded programs are operationalized in the field and assess program outcomes. This PM effort calls for the collection and submission of PM data by State PREP (SPREP), Tribal PREP (TPREP), Competitive PREP (CPREP), and Personal Responsibility Education Innovative Strategies (PREIS) grant recipients. The Family and Youth Services Bureau (FYSB) and Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation (OPRE) in the Administration for Children and Families (ACF), at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), seek approval for the revision and continued collection of PM data to (1) track how grant recipients are allocating their PREP funds; (2) assess whether PREP objectives are being met (for example, in terms of the populations served); and (3) help drive PREP programs toward continuous improvement of service delivery. In addition, ACF will use this information to continue fulfilling its reporting requirements to Congress and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) concerning the PREP initiative. ACF will also continue sharing grant and provider-level findings with each grant recipient to inform grant recipients’ own program improvement efforts. 
Generalizability of Results 
These data are intended to present internally valid descriptions of PREP; they do not promote statistical generalization to other sites or service populations. The study will continue to include information on all PREP grant recipients, subrecipient program providers, and participants who respond to data collection.
Appropriateness of Study Design and Methods for Planned Uses 
The PREP PM data collection is designed to describe the implementation and outcomes of the PREP program. The PM data collected through this study will continue to provide needed information to ACF and grant recipients for effective program management. Entry and exit surveys of youth participating in PREP are needed to collect information on the demographic and behavioral characteristics of program participants, their experiences in the program, and their perceptions of program effects. Administrative data from grant recipients and their subrecipient program providers are needed to understand the structure and features of PREP programs, participant numbers, implementation supports, and staff perceptions of quality challenges and needs for technical assistance. Given that the collected information provides the basis of PM, the study requires data on the universe of grants, programs, and participants. As noted in Supporting Statement A, the information is not intended for use as the principal basis for public policy decisions and is not expected to meet the threshold of influential or highly influential scientific information.  
B2.	Methods and Design
Target Population  
The target population for the PREP PM data collection includes all PREP grant recipients, their subrecipient program providers, and youth participants. The numbers may vary somewhat by year, but the 2023-2024 data submission includes 49 SPREP, 7 TPREP, 27 CPREP, and 12 PREIS grants. The estimated number of subrecipients is 346 across all grants. Grant recipients are expected to serve approximately 282,000 participants over the three-year OMB clearance period, for an average of about 94,000 new participants per year.[footnoteRef:2] Program participants are youth in middle school through age 20. The data collection instruments to be used by each target population follow: [2:  The number of youth listed as the target population (n= 282,000) reflects the number that grant recipients are expected to serve each year (n = 94,000). This differs from the number of youth responses, as noted in the burden table in A12.] 

· Instrument 1 (a through d): Participant entry survey–youth participants 
· Instrument 2 (a through b): Participant exit survey–youth participants
· Instrument 3: Performance Reporting System Data Entry Form–grant recipients
· Instrument 4: Subrecipient Data Collection and Reporting Form–subrecipient providers 
Sampling and Site Selection
The PREP PM data collection will continue to include all PREP grant recipients, subrecipient program providers, and participants. ACF will use the PM data to monitor and report on progress in implementing PREP programs and to support continuous quality improvement of the programs. In addition, grant recipients will use the information to inform improvements to their programs. The study must include all PREP grant recipients so that (1) the measures reflect the program’s complete scope and (2) the data can be used to promote program improvement among all grant recipients. 
B3.	Design of Data Collection Instruments
Development of Data Collection Instruments
In April 2017, OMB approved the collection of PREP PM data through participant entry and exit surveys and the grant recipient and subrecipient reporting forms and has since approved requests for data collection extensions in June 2020 and July 2023 (OMB #0970-0497). OMB has also approved several nonsubstantive change requests during this time to reflect feedback during pre-testing and from grant recipients to ensure that all items directly align with legislation, reduce participant burden, and improve clarity 
The current submission reflects all the changes previously reviewed and approved by OMB. 
[bookmark: _Hlk191984573]This Information Collection Request seeks to revise the previously approved data collection forms (Instruments 1 through 4).[footnoteRef:3] The proposed revisions are intended to (1) address feedback from grant recipients to simplify and clarify participant surveys, (2) align race and ethnicity measures with current OMB guidance[footnoteRef:4], and (3) ensure the measures meet FYSB data needs by removing items related to COVID-19 and others not widely utilized and replacing them with other measures of interest. Grant recipients have requested various changes to simplify and clarify the measures, including noting particular questions in the participant surveys that youth have difficulty understanding and responding to. In addition, contractor staff have noted which measures most frequently result in help desk contacts or are prone to data quality issues. Finally, FYSB staff identified measures that are no longer needed or could be obtained from other sources. Types of revisions include re-wording to use simpler language, reducing the number of sub-items or response categories, avoiding patterns in which survey respondents need to skip one or more questions based on their response to an earlier question, and removing some measures entirely. The contractor also conducted cognitive pretests with 45 youth participating in PREP programs to collect feedback on the proposed revisions to the Participant Entry and Exit Surveys (Instruments 1 and 2) and made additional revisions to address their comments. This pretest effort was approved by OMB, Administration for Children and Families Youth Programs –Youth Participant Entry and Exit Survey Pretest, OMB Control # 0970-0355[footnoteRef:5]. The cognitive pretest sample included youth ages 11 to 20, both males and females, as well as youth from a mix of racial and ethnic backgrounds.  [3:  The current expiration date is July 31, 2026. ACF intends for grant recipients to use the currently approved measures through June 2026 and begin using the revised measures beginning July 2026.  ]  [4:  The updated race and ethnicity measures align with Statistical Policy Directive 15: Standards for Maintaining, Collecting, and Presenting Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity (SPD 15; 89 FR 22182) and are collected to fulfill the statutory requirements of PREP (see attachments). The measures use the minimal categories for reporting race/ethnicity as the information collected in the full measures are not necessary for planned analysis and reporting and would create an additional, unjustifiable burden for respondents.]  [5:  The OMB approved pretest included both the PREP and SRAE performance measures surveys. Many of the survey questions are the same across both PREP and SRAE entry and exit surveys, allowing overlapping questions to be tested with a larger youth sample (78 youth).] 

Each of the four data collection instruments addresses each of the study’s objectives described in Section B1 above. Instruments 1 and 2 capture information on the characteristics of the youth participating in the program and their perceptions of program effects, and Instruments 3 and 4 capture information on grant recipients’ and subrecipients’ implementation of PREP programs. Both types of data will continue to be used to monitor program implementation and outcomes, guide program improvement, and provide status and progress updates.
B4. 	Collection of Data and Quality Control
[bookmark: _Hlk121310870]Instruments 1–2: Participant entry and exit surveys. As with previous rounds of PREP PM data collection, each grant recipient and its subrecipients will make decisions regarding procedures for collecting the participant entry and exit surveys. Some grant recipients have elected to work with local evaluators that administer the surveys, and others have program facilitators administer the entry and exit surveys. Most programs administer the surveys with paper and pencil in group or individual settings, with a slightly smaller percentage administering the surveys by web.[footnoteRef:6] Grant recipients inform their individual program participants that participation is voluntary and that they may refuse to answer any or all of the questions in the entry and exit surveys.  [6:  In 2023-2024, approximately 64 percent of programs administered the entry surveys by paper and 58 percent administered the surveys by web. For the exit survey, 61 percent of programs administered paper surveys and 59 percent administered web surveys. Note that administration modes are not mutually exclusive.] 

Instruments 3–4: Performance Reporting System Data Entry Form and Subrecipient Data Collection and Reporting Form. Grant recipients will submit individual-level participant survey data and program-level attendance, reach, and dosage data (Instrument 3 and 4). Providers, which could be grant recipients or subrecipients, will continue to collect data on these measures (Instruments 3 and 4). Grant recipients and subrecipients, through their administrators, will continue to collect administrative data on program features and structure, allocation of funds, and staff perceptions of quality challenges. Grant recipients will prepare and submit their final data sets to ACF through the web-based data submission portal. The Performance Reporting System Data Entry Form (Instrument 3) contains the list of all non-survey data elements that grant recipients will submit, including those collected from among their subrecipients. 
The timing of participant survey data collections will be customized for each site depending on the start and end dates of each cohort of participants. PM data will continue to be submitted to the portal twice a year.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Measures of structure, cost, and support for program implementation will be submitted once per year, and all other measures will be submitted twice per year.] 

Grant recipients have been successfully collecting PM data on an ongoing basis since 2017 under this ICR and since 2013-2014 under a prior ICR (OMB #0970-0398). ACF has used the data in its reporting and public-facing products. ACF’s contractor will continue to provide training and technical assistance to ensure that grant recipients and program providers understand the measures, instruments, and data collection processes. 
B5.	Response Rates and Potential Nonresponse Bias
Response Rates
The data collected through the PREP PM are not designed to produce statistically generalizable findings. Although PREP grant recipients are required to collect grant-, provider-, and program-level measures and to administer the entry and exit surveys to youth, response to the surveys is at each youth participant’s discretion. Response rates will not be calculated or reported.
As participants will not be randomly sampled and findings are not intended to be representative, non-response bias will not be calculated. Respondent demographics for the participant entry and exit surveys will be documented and reported in written materials associated with the data collection.
In Table B5.1, we describe the respondents and expected response rates associated with the PM data collection. 
Instruments 1–2: Participant entry and exit surveys. We anticipate 78,451 youth to complete the participant entry survey each year and approximately 65,176 participants to complete the participant exit survey each year (for a total of 235,353 entry survey respondents and 195,528 exit survey respondents over three years). These estimates are based on the number of entry and exit surveys submitted by grant recipients in 2023–2024.  
As in earlier rounds of PREP PM data collection, the administration of entry surveys to all participants at enrollment and the administration of exit surveys during final program sessions will maximize the response rates for participant surveys. Where feasible, exit surveys will be administered on an individual basis to program exiters who are absent during final sessions when the surveys are administered. 
Instruments 3–4: Performance Reporting System Data Entry Form and Subrecipient Data Collection Reporting Form. To reduce grant recipient burden, ACF provides common data elements definitions across PREP program models, and grant recipients submit data in a uniform manner through the web-based data submission portal (see Instruments 3–4). Given that the collection and submission of PM data is a funding requirement for PREP grants, we expect all grant recipients and subrecipients to submit PM data to ACF. 
Table B5.1. Annual respondent universe and expected response rates for the study of performance measures
	Data collection
	Type of respondent
	Annual number of potential
respondents
	Annual expected respondents

	Instrument 1: Participant entry survey 
	Youth participant
	94,000
	78,451 

	Instrument 2: Participant exit survey 
	Youth participant
	94,000 
	65,176 

	Instrument 3: Performance Reporting System Data Entry Form
	Grant Administrator
	95
	95

	Instrument 4: Subrecipient Data Collection and Reporting Form
	Subrecipient Administrator
	346
	346

	Estimated totals
	
	 144,068


Nonresponse
As in earlier rounds of the collection of PREP PM data, analyses will be based on respondents’ provision of data for a given measure, with no imputation or weight adjustments to address missing data. 
Given that participants will not be randomly sampled and that findings are not intended to be representative, nonresponse bias will not be calculated. Respondent demographics will be documented and reported in written materials associated with the data collection.
B6.	Production of Estimates and Projections 
ACF and PREP grant recipients will continue to primarily use the PM data internally, although they will use the data as the basis for ACF’s annual report to Congress on the progress of the PREP program, and end-of-cohort reports will be made available to the public. 
The PM data will continue to be collected from all PREP grant recipients, program providers, and youth participants. The analyses will include computation of statistics such as percentages and means based on respondents; we will not produce estimates intended to apply to any broader population. 
B7.	Data Handling and Analysis
Data Handling
Grant recipients and their subrecipients will continue to collect PM data. In some cases, grant recipients may engage local evaluators to assist with PM data collection. Grant recipients will continue to submit these data into the web-based data submission portal, which will continue to be maintained by ACF’s contractor, Mathematica. Mathematica will use the data to analyze PREP performance and to generate PM data and reports to grant recipients, subrecipients, and ACF.
The entry screens of the portal will continue to include a series of automated validity checks to identify some types of errors as data are entered. Error messages alert grant recipients to inconsistencies between data elements, values beyond the expected range, and similar issues and provide an opportunity for the grant recipient to correct such errors before data submission. The system also conducts automated checks to ensure entry of the full set of PM. 
Mathematica conducts additional quality checks to identify remaining issues. Cases with unresolved data issues may be omitted from analyses. If suspect data are included in any tabulations, caveats will be included alongside the reported data.
Data Analysis
As in earlier rounds of PREP PM data, the contractor will analyze PREP performance data to generate PM reports for ACF and other audiences. Core analyses will include computation of means and sums of continuous numeric measures (such as number of participants served) and calculation of frequency distributions of categorical and character variables (such as program models implemented). The individual-level survey responses allow ACF to conduct more detailed analyses, including cross-tabulations to explore potential relationships between variables. For example, we can examine whether participants’ perceptions of program effects differ by demographic characteristics. We will examine changes in the PM data over time. Analyses will continue to be conducted separately for each of the four PREP funding streams (SPREP, TPREP, CPREP, and PREIS). 
Data Use
In addition to the availability of the data to ACF and grant recipients in the Dashboard, Mathematica will continue to analyze the PM data and use it to develop reporting products for ACF, grant recipients, and subrecipients. These products will include memos, fact sheets, end-of-cohort reports, and briefs. End-of-cohort reports synthesize PM data across years and include summaries of the data collection and analysis methods as well as appropriate caveats and data limitations. ACF also uses the data for annual reports to Congress and OMB.  
B8.	Contact Persons  
· Caryn Blitz, OPRE, ACF, Caryn.Blitz@acf.hhs.gov
· Tia Brown, OPRE, ACF, Tia.Brown@acf.hhs.gov 
· Brian Goesling, Mathematica, bgoesling@mathematica-mpr.com
· Lauren Murphy, Mathematica, lmurphy@mathematica-mpr.com 
· Lara Hulsey, Mathematica, lhulsey@mathematica-mpr.com 

Instruments
· [bookmark: _Hlk36117514][bookmark: _Hlk192280413]Instrument 1a (Current): Participant Entry Survey for high school and older youth (SPREP/CPREP)
· Instrument 1a (Implement 2026): Participant Entry Survey for high school and older youth (SPREP/CPREP)
· Instrument 1b (Current): Participant Entry Survey for middle school youth (SPREP/CPREP) 
· Instrument 1b (Implement 2026): Participant Entry Survey for middle school youth (SPREP/CPREP) 
· Instrument 1c (Current): Participant Entry Survey for high school and older youth (PREIS/TPREP)
· Instrument 1c (Implement 2026): Participant Entry Survey for high school and older youth (PREIS/TPREP)  
· Instrument 1d (Current): Participant Entry Survey for middle school youth (PREIS/TPREP) 
· Instrument 1d (Implement 2026): Participant Entry Survey for middle school youth (PREIS/TPREP) 
· Instrument 2a (Current): Participant Exit Survey for high school and older youth 
· Instrument 2a (Implement 2026): Participant Exit Survey for high school and older youth 
· Instrument 2b (Current): Participant Exit Survey for middle school youth 
· [bookmark: _Hlk216179414][bookmark: _Hlk121771727]Instrument 2b (Implement 2026): Participant Exit Survey for middle school youth 
· Instrument 3 (Current): Performance Reporting System Data Entry Form 
· Instrument 3 (Implement 2026): Performance Reporting System Data Entry Form 
· Instrument 4 (Current): Subrecipient Data Collection and Reporting Form 
· Instrument 4 (Implement 2026): Subrecipient Data Collection and Reporting Form 
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