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Short Form to Registration Statement (Foreign Agents)
OMB Control Number 1124-0005
OMB Expiration Date: 10/31/2026


SUPPORTING STATEMENT A FOR
SHORT FORM TO REGISTRATION STATEMENT 
(Foreign Agents)

A. JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection.  Attach a copy of the appropriate section of each statute and regulation mandating or authorizing the collection of information.

The Short Form to Registration Statement is filed by individuals and firms representing foreign principals pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended, 22 U.S.C. § 611, (28 CFR 5.5(d)(1)) (FARA or the Act). The use of this form is required by the statutory provisions of FARA and provides the means for compliance with the Act. FARA requires certain agents of foreign principals who are engaged in political activities or other activities specified under the statute to make periodic public disclosure of their relationship with the foreign principal, as well as activities, receipts and disbursements in support of those activities. Disclosure of the required information facilitates evaluation by the government and the American people of the activities of such persons in light of their function as foreign agents.

 2.  Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.  Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.

The Short Form to Registration Statement provides the information used for registering foreign agents under FARA. The information provided is maintained by the FARA Unit, Counterintelligence and Export Control Section, National Security Division where it is available for review by the public with a previously-scheduled appointment during regular business hours at the FARA Unit public office located at 175 N Street, N.E., Suite 1.204, Constitution Square/Building Three [“3CON’] Washington, D.C. 20002; or on the FARA.gov website: https://www.justice.gov/​nsd-fara/​fara-efile.

3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection.  Also, describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden.

Section 212 of P.L. 110-81, the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007 (HLOGA), requires the Attorney General to provide registrants with the ability to file registration statements electronically. In 2011, the Department of Justice released FARA eFile, an online system capable of accepting electronic submissions of registration forms and filing fees. FARA eFile, accessible through the FARA public website, allows registrants to file registration forms required by the Act and to pay the required filing fees through the Department of Treasury/Federal Reserve Pay.gov financial collection service. The FARA eFile system permits registrants to file registration forms and pay corresponding filing fees electronically to the FARA Unit, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The collection uses an eFile webform system located on the FARA.gov website: https://www.justice.gov/nsd-fara/fara-efile.

IMPORTANT Achievements 2023-2026: The following are notable FARA Systems’ new transparency features that went live by the National Security Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, since the last time FARA’s ICRs (webforms & eFile registration with Pay.gov payment systems) were approved in October 2023:

· Successfully completing our second DOJ OIG FARA FISMA Audit.
· Improved Full-Text and API Bulk Search enhancements provided with the Search Filings query tool located on the FARA.gov public website.
· New political activities and political contributions capabilities went operational in 2024 containing structured data\machine readable features on the Browse Filings query tool allowing public researchers to customize reports of FARA disclosures.
· The rollout on February 6, 2026, of the mandatory DOJ Login multi-factor authentication (MFA) security enhancement for FARA eFile users.
· Agile requirements method of ongoing design & development protocols for the FARA system and eFile improvements. Since January 2016 and as of April 2026, our dedicated IT team (NSD IT FARA Support) has covered approximately 1,341 user stories, with 355 related action items, for a total of 1,696.     
· Web presence: FARA.gov website traffic using our useful links of information, FARA eFile access, and two primary query tools providing free of charge our growing repository of registration filings since going live in May 2007, has seen visits surpassing over +50 million (+50,000,000) users. Consistent monitoring and benchmarking trends over the years demonstrate FARA’s intense popularity and interest from the general public worldwide, with the FARA.gov webpage ranking on average in the top 50 thousand (50,000) out of a total of 200 million (200,000,000) active global websites.  

 4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.  Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item A.2 above.

A review of the National Security Division Forms Inventory Report revealed no duplication of efforts. There is no other similar information currently available which can be used for this purpose.

 5.  If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities, describe any methods used to minimize burden.

There is no significant impact on small business or other private entities.

 6.  Describe the consequence to federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

Copies of all Short Form to Registration Statement forms furnished under the Act are public records and open to public inspection. If this collection is not conducted, this information cannot be made available for public examination as required by statute.

7.  Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be conducted in a manner:

· requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly;

· requiring respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;

· requiring respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any document;

· requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records for more than three years;

· in connection with a statistical survey, that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;

· requiring the use of statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;

· that includes a pledge of confidentially that is not supported by authority established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or

· requiring respondents to submit proprietary trade secret, or other confidential information unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information's confidentially to the extent permitted by law.

Section 612(a) of the Act states that every person who becomes an agent of a foreign principal must, within ten days thereafter, file with the Attorney General an Amendment to Registration Statement. Section 615 of the Act requires that every agent of a foreign principal registered under the Act keep and preserve, while he is an agent of a foreign principal, such books of account and other records with respect to all of his activities, the disclosure of which is required under the provisions of this Act, and preserve the same for a period of three years following the termination of such status.

 8.  If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in the Federal Register of the agency's notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB.  Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and describe actions taken by the agency in response to these comments.   Specifically address comments received on cost and hour burden.

Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

Consultation with representatives of those from whom information is to be obtained or those who must compile records should occur at least once every 3 years -- even if the collection-of-information activity is the same as in prior periods.  There may be circumstances that may preclude consultation in a specific situation.  These circumstances should be explained.

The 60-Day Notice was published in the Federal Register on April 10, 2026 (91 FR 18485-18486). The comment period ended June 9, 2026. There were no public comments received. 

The 30-Day Notice was published in the Federal Register on June 11, 2026 (91 FR 35573-35574). The comment period ends on July 13, 2026. 

9.  Explain any decision to provide any payments or gifts to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No government funds will be used as payment or for gifts to respondents.

10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

Confidentiality is not required in the processing of this information collection.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.  This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.

There are no sensitive questions. Provisions have been made via the Office of Privacy and Civil Liberties (DOJ/OPCL) to ensure no PII is requested in the form’s questions, other than what is specifically required under the statutory language.

12.  Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information.  The statement should:

· Indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, and an explanation of how the burden was estimated.  Unless directed to do so, agencies should not conduct special surveys to obtain information on which to base hour burden estimates.  Consultation with a sample (fewer than 10) of potential respondents is desirable.  If the hour burden on respondents is expected to vary widely because of differences in activity, size, or complexity, show the range of estimated hour burden, and explain the reasons for the variance.  General, estimates should not include burden hours for customary and usual business practices.

· If this request for approval covers more than one form, provide separate hour burden estimates for each form.

· Provide estimates of annualized cost to respondents for the hour burdens for collections of information, identifying and using appropriate wage rate categories.  The cost of contracting out or paying outside parties for information collection activities should not be included here.  Instead, this cost should be included in Item 14.

Estimated Annualized Respondent Cost and Hour Burden
	Activity
	Number of Respondents
	Frequency
	Total Annual Responses
	Time Per Response
	Total Annual Burden (Hours)

	NSD-6
	1,066
	1
	1,066
	.23 hours
	245.18

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unduplicated Totals
	1,066
	
	1,066
	
	245.18 hours


 

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to respondents or recordkeepers resulting from the collection of information.  (Do not include the cost of any hour burden shown in Items 12 and 14).

· The cost estimate should be split into two components:  (a) a total capital
and start up cost component (annualized over its expected useful life); and (b) a
total operation and maintenance and purchase of service component.  
		The estimates should take into account costs associated with generating, 
		maintaining, and disclosing or providing the information.  Include descriptions of 
methods used to estimate major cost factors including system and technology acquisition, expected useful life of capital equipment, the discount rate(s), and the time period over which costs will be incurred.  Capital and start-up costs include, among other items, preparations for collecting information such as purchasing computers and software; monitoring, sampling, drilling and testing equipment; and record storage facilities.

· If cost estimates are expected to vary widely, agencies should present ranges of cost burdens and explain the reasons for the variance.  The cost of purchasing or contracting out information collection services should be a part of this cost burden estimate.  In developing cost burden estimates, agencies may consult with a sample of respondents (fewer than 10), utilize the 60-day pre-OMB submission public comment process and use existing economic or regulatory impact analysis associated with the rulemaking containing the information collection, as appropriate.

· Generally, estimates should not include purchases of equipment or services, or portions thereof, made: (1) prior to October 1, 1995, (2) to achieve regulatory compliance with requirements not associated with the information collection, (3) for reasons other than to provide information or keep records for the government, or (4) as part of customary and usual business or private practices.

Total Estimated Annual Other Costs Burden related to this Information Collection Request form NSD-6:
a.	Respondent-Registrant: Filing Fees = $0 (No Mandatory Fee).  
b.	Federal Government Agency (NSD) / Note: This category covers all six (6) FARA registration forms OMB Control Nos. 1124-0001 through 1124-0006.   
i.	Contractor staff (non-IT) = $0.00 / 3 years = $0.00 annually.
ii.	Postage Grand Total = $1,535.60 / 3 years = $511.87 annually.
1.	US Mail = $1,152.00 / 3 years = $384.00 annually. 
2.	Commercial courier: $383.60 / 3 years = $127.67 annually.
iii.	FARA.gov website maintenance, hosting, network support access and utilities (DOJ-JMD) @ https://www.justice.gov/nsd-fara: = $1,433,876.92 / 3 years = $477,958.96 annually.

Total annual cost burden for this collection is $79,745.17 ($1,435,413 / 3 years / 6 OMB Nos.)

14.  Provide estimates of the annualized cost to the Federal Government.  Also, provide a description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of hours, operational expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information.  Agencies also may aggregate cost estimates from Items 12, 13, and 14 into a single table.
 
Estimated Annualized Costs to the Federal Government
	Categories
	Amounts in $

	
	

	Prime Technical Contract to support FARA Program
	$4,399,493 / 3 = $1,466,498 annually

	Hosting & Network support access and utilities (DOJ/JMD)
	$1,433,877 / 3 = $477,959 annually

	Federal Reserve (Pay.gov) invoicing service
	$0 (Free to all federal agencies)

	Hardware servers, routers, and similar components purchased
	$108,449 / 3 = $36,150 annually

	Software including upgrades, licenses, etc., purchased to support the FARA Program
	$61,460 / 3 = $20,487 annually

	DOJ-Criminal Division CRMLink bridge EAP / Oracle Classification System costs NSD pays to CRM for DJ Numbering FARA designations for registrant- respondent account creation.
	$0

	FARA eFile & FARA O&M annual appropriation requests 
	$0

	Draw down FARA fees collected from NSD’s FARA No-Year Funds Account
	$0

	Federal Government salaries associated with processing all six ICRs (FARA Registration Statements (webforms’ fees)).
	$4,420,889 / 3 = $1,473,630 annually

	Federal government salaries/costs associated with the internal sample testing and UAT feednack sessions by FARA Unit staff for FARA eFile development, 
	$470,795

	Federal government salaries/costs associated with the involving customer service support re FARA eFile outreach to registrant-respondents during June 2023 – May 2026. eFile customer support coordination via Attorney/Analyst/Specialist assigned teams on rotational duty weeks, and projected normal 3-year revision time frame by staff supporting eFile issues.
	$959,889 / 3 = $319,963.10 annually


	
	



$10,894,963 / 6 (OMB Nos.) = $1,815,827
(2026)

15.	Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.
This is a request for a revision of a previously approved information collection. The collection uses an eFile webform system located on the FARA.gov website: https://www.justice.gov/nsd-fara/fara-efile. 

Reasons for Change in Burden: The number of respondents varies depending on the number of persons acting as agents of foreign principals required to register under the Act and depending upon the number of individuals acting as officials or employees or rendering assistance to the respondent for or in the interests of the respondent's foreign principal(s). This is a revision to a currently approved collection. The FARA eFile registration and payment system uses web-forms for respondents (registrants) to register under FARA and pay the required filing fee(s). The public burden in completing their registration obligations via FARA eFile is reduced. The burden reduction is realized through the registration filing process utilizing web-form features. The filing process begins when the respondent signs onto the eFile portal and ends when the registrant submits the registration statement forms through FARA eFile.

NSD conducted in 2026, a trends analysis covering the past three (3) years since this ICR was previously re-approved in 2023, to arrive at a total number of respondents of 3200 \ 3 years to arrive at an average of 1,066 respondents annually expected to use the webform 1124-0005 Short Form. This marks an overall reduction in the number of respondents by -7.22%. 

1. Individual respondents' time burdens remained the same.
2. Annual responses by respondents slightly reduced since last approvals in 2023 (trend = fewer registrants registering).
3. Cost burdens (as a percentage of individuals' salaries) to the federal government increased due to the need to involve more of our FTE staff to assist respondents with registering, requiring significant higher levels of IT ticket coordination with our technical support staff.

16. For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulations, and publication.  Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used.  Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.

Results from this collection will not be published. 

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.

We are requesting no exemption. 

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement.

This collection of information does not include any exceptions to the certificate statement.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATON EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS.
This collection does not contain statistical data.
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