SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
IRS e-file Provider Participation and Compliance Requirements
OMB Control Number 1545-1708

1.	CIRCUMSTANCES NECESSITATING COLLECTION OF INFORMATION

Sections 6011 and 6012 of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) provide authority for the IRS to require taxpayers to file returns and provide information needed to administer the tax laws. Section 1.6012-5 of the Income Tax Regulations also authorizes the Commissioner to establish rules and procedures for the preparation, filing, and correction of electronically filed returns.

Under these authorities, the IRS administers the IRS e-file program and establishes requirements for people and organizations applying to participate in the program. The information collection requirements are contained in Publication 3112, IRS e-file Application and Participation; Publication 1345, Authorized IRS e-file Providers of Individual Income Tax Returns; Publication 4163, Modernized e-File (MeF) Information for Authorized IRS e-file Providers for Business Returns; and the Automated Enrollment Guide.

Publication 3112 describes the application and participation requirements for applicants and Authorized IRS e-file Providers. Publication 1345 establishes rules and requirements for Authorized IRS e-file Providers participating in the electronic filing of individual income tax returns and related forms and schedules. Publication 4163 provides information and requirements for Authorized IRS e-file Providers and Large Taxpayers filing business returns through Modernized e-File. The Automated Enrollment Guide describes the enrollment and maintenance requirements for Automated Enrollment and Application-to-Application client application systems used to access IRS e-file functionality.

These publications and related guidance contain reporting, recordkeeping, and third-party disclosure requirements necessary to administer the IRS e-file program, ensure compliance with e-file participation requirements, safeguard taxpayer information, support the electronic transmission of tax returns, and identify people and entities participating in the electronic filing process. Compliance with applicable requirements is necessary to obtain or retain the benefit of participating in IRS e-file. 
      
2. 	USE OF DATA

The information collected is used by the IRS to administer the IRS e-file program and support the electronic filing of individual and business tax returns. The IRS uses the information to process and maintain e-file provider applications and participation, ensure compliance with IRS e-file requirements, safeguard taxpayer information, support the electronic transmission of returns, and identify persons and organizations participating in the filing of electronic returns.

Authorized IRS e-file Providers and other participants also use certain information required by the publications to prepare, transmit, and maintain electronically filed returns and related records, and to provide required information to taxpayers and other participants in the e-file process.

The information collected through Automated Enrollment is used to enroll and maintain Application-to-Application client application systems that access IRS e-file functionality.

3.	USE OF IMPROVED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO REDUCE BURDEN

Electronic filing is currently available.

4. 	EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY DUPLICATION

The information obtained through this collection is unique and is not already available for use or adaptation from another source.


5.	METHODS TO MINIMIZE BURDEN ON SMALL BUSINESSES OR OTHER SMALL ENTITIES

The collection of information requirement will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities.
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6.	CONSEQUENCES OF LESS FREQUENT COLLECTION ON FEDERAL PROGRAMS OR POLICY ACTIVITIES

The information collected under this OMB control number is necessary for the IRS to administer the IRS e-file program and support the accurate and secure electronic filing of individual and business tax returns. The information is used to maintain e-file provider participation, ensure compliance with program requirements, safeguard taxpayer information, support the electronic transmission of returns, and identify persons and organizations participating in IRS e-file.

If the information were collected less frequently, the IRS could have outdated or incomplete information about e-file providers, their participation status, and the systems used to access IRS e-file services. This could reduce the IRS's ability to administer the e-file program, monitor compliance with participation requirements, protect taxpayer information, and support accurate and timely electronic filing.

Less frequent collection could also require the IRS to obtain needed information through other means, increasing administrative burden and potentially delaying the identification or resolution of e-file participation and compliance issues. Therefore, the information is collected as needed to support participation in and administration of the IRS e-file program.

7.	SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRING DATA COLLECTION TO BE INCONSISTENT WITH GUIDELINES IN 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2)

There are no special circumstances requiring data collection to be inconsistent with Guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2).

8.	CONSULTATION WITH INDIVIDUALS OUTSIDE OF THE AGENCY ON AVAILABILITY OF DATA, FREQUENCY OF COLLECTION, CLARITY OF INSTRUCTIONS AND FORMS, AND DATA ELEMENTS

In response to the Federal Register Notice dated June 8, 2026 (91 F.R. 34722), we received no comments during the comment period regarding these collections.

9. 	EXPLANATION OF DECISION TO PROVIDE ANY PAYMENT OR GIFT TO RESPONDENTS

No payment or gift has been provided to any respondents.

10	ASSURANCE OF CONFIDENTIALITY OF RESPONSES
 
Generally, tax returns and return information are confidential as required by 26 USC 6103.

11.	JUSTIFICATION OF SENSITIVE QUESTIONS

A privacy impact assessment (PIA) has been conducted for information collected under this request as part of the “e-Services” system, and Privacy Act System of Records Notices (SORNs) have been issued for the applicable systems under Treasury/IRS 22.062—Electronic Filing Records; Treasury/IRS 24.030—Customer Account Data Engine (CADE) Individual Master File; Treasury/IRS 24.046—Customer Account Data Engine (CADE) Business Master File; and Treasury/IRS 34.037—Audit Trail and Security Records. The Internal Revenue Service PIAs can be found at the IRS Privacy Impact Assessments website.

Title 26 U.S.C. § 6109 requires inclusion of identifying numbers in returns, statements, or other documents for securing proper identification of persons required to make such returns, statements, or documents and is the authority for Social Security numbers (SSNs) in IRS systems.



12.	ESTIMATED BURDEN OF INFORMATION COLLECTION

	Description
	# of Respondents
	# Responses per Respondent
	Annual Responses
	Hours per Response
	Total Burden

	Publication 1345, 3112, 4163, and Automated Enrollment Guide
	[bookmark: _Hlk132731389]151,451,972
	1
	151,451,972
	1.0 hrs.
	151,451,972

	Totals
	151,451,972
	
	151,451,972
	
	151,451,972



13.	ESTIMATED TOTAL ANNUAL COST BURDEN TO RESPONDENTS

To ensure more accuracy and consistency across its information collections, IRS is currently in the process of revising the methodology it uses to estimate burden and costs. Once this methodology is complete, IRS will update this information collection to reflect a more precise estimate of burden and costs.

14.	ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED COSTS TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Cost estimate for product development is based on a model that considers the following three cost factors for each information product: aggregate labor costs for development, including annualized startup expenses, operating and maintenance expenses, and distribution of the product that collects the information. The costs to the Federal government will vary depending on whether the IRS will incur printing or copying costs for all the materials. These costs do not include any activities such as taxpayer assistance and enforcement. IRS estimates have determined that the cost of developing, printing, distribution and overhead for the publication is $200,616.


15.	REASONS FOR CHANGE IN BURDEN

The IRS is not making substantive changes to the e-file collection requirements. The purpose of this OMB submission is to make an administrative clarification to the scope of the collection requirements covered under OMB Control Number 1545-1708. The IRS has increased the burden to better reflect the collection requirements.  This has increased the total burden hours by 143,879,373.


16.	PLANS FOR TABULATION, STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND PUBLICATION

There are no plans for tabulation, statistical analysis, and publication.


17.	REASONS WHY DISPLAYING THE OMB EXPIRATION DATE IS INAPPROPRIATE 

IRS believes that displaying the OMB expiration date is inappropriate because it could cause confusion by leading taxpayers to believe that the collection sunsets as of the expiration date.  Taxpayers are not likely to be aware that the IRS intends to request renewal of the OMB approval and obtain a new expiration date before the old one expires.


18.	      EXCEPTIONS TO THE CERTIFICATION STATEMENT
                               
There are no exceptions to the certification statement.


  
