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[bookmark: _Hlk49938575][bookmark: _Hlk47077366]Abstract:[footnoteRef:3] [3:   The Abstract must include the following information: (1) whether responding to the collection is mandatory, voluntary, or required to obtain or retain a benefit; (2) a description of the entities who must respond; (3) whether the collection is reporting (indicate if a survey), recordkeeping, and/or disclosure; (4) the frequency of the collection (e.g., bi-annual, annual, monthly, weekly, as needed); (5) a description of the information that would be reported, maintained in records, or disclosed; (6) a description of who would receive the information; (7) if the information collection involves approval by an institutional review board, include a statement to that effect; (8) the purpose of the collection; and (9) if a revision, a description of the revision and the change in burden.] 


This information collection request (ICR) is to request approval to conduct three new voluntary information collections as part of a one-time research study to generate evidence-based best practices for the design of future drive mode applications and functionalities for mobile phones operating independently of in-vehicle systems. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) of the U.S. Department of Transportation is seeking to conduct the research study. The research team will contact up to an estimated 300 potential research participants who will complete the screening questionnaire, to identify up to 96 participants who will be eligible for participation and complete the remaining information collections. The estimate of 96 participants accounts for potential attrition and replacements to ensure that both experimental drive procedures include 36 participants with complete data. This ICR includes the following information collections: (1) screening questionnaire; (2) informed consent form; and (3) study drive. The selected participants will be trained on the study drive procedures, followed by the in-study drive on either Exponent’s test track (test track experimental drive) or handling pad (cones course experimental drive). The information collections noted above as well as the full study will only be completed once. During each study drive, participants will perform tasks on a mobile phone as instructed by the experimenter and the experimenter will record data on their performance experience. Participants’ driving data will be collected by the study-provided vehicle and using GoPro cameras. Participants’ eye movement data will be collected using the Ergoneers Dikablis Glasses X eye-tracking system, which will record insights into visual attention and scanning patterns during task performance. This project involves approval by an institutional review board (IRB), which the contractor has obtained. This collection will be used to examine how different drive mode implementations affect driver attention and performance compared to standard interfaces. The results from this collection will support NHTSA’s objective of developing evidence-based best practices for designing future drive mode features on mobile phones that operate independently of in-vehicle systems. NHTSA will use the information to produce a technical report that will provide summary figures, tables, and the results of data analysis of the information. No identifying information or individual responses will be reported. The technical report will be made available to the public through the NHTSA’s website and the National Transportation Library.

A. Justification

1. [bookmark: _Hlk51324508]Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. Identify any legal and administrative requirements that necessitate the collection. Attach a copy of the appropriate section of each statute and regulation mandating or authorizing the collection of information.
a. Circumstances making the collection necessary
[bookmark: _Hlk210817800][bookmark: _Hlk210817877][bookmark: _Hlk210817973]NHTSA’s mission is to save lives, prevent injuries, and reduce economic costs due to road traffic crashes, through education, research, safety standards and enforcement activity. Driver distraction remains a significant safety threat, claiming thousands of lives annually, according to the latest data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).[footnoteRef:4] NHTSA has implemented a multi-faceted approach to combat this issue, including public awareness campaigns like “Put the Phone Away or Pay,” increased law enforcement visibility[footnoteRef:5], and the development of Driver Distraction Guidelines for in-vehicle electronic device design.[footnoteRef:6] A key focus of the NHTSA Distraction Guidelines has been addressing visual-manual distractions, which are a major safety concern with in-vehicle systems.[footnoteRef:7] The guidelines established test protocols and acceptance criteria for measuring this type of distraction.[footnoteRef:8] In 2016, NHTSA proposed expanding these guidelines to include portable and aftermarket devices.[footnoteRef:9] This proposal advocated for pairing smartphones with vehicle systems, contributing to the widespread adoption of platforms like Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. NHTSA also promoted “drive mode” for unpaired mobile phones, defining it as a simplified user interface designed for safe driving.[footnoteRef:10] [4:  National Center for Statistics and Analysis. (2024). Distracted driving in 2022 (Report No. DOT HS 813 559). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.]  [5:  Chaudhary, N. K., Connolly, J., Tison, J., Solomon, M., & Elliott, K. (2015). Evaluation of the NHTSA distracted driving high-visibility enforcement demonstration projects in California and Delaware. (Report No. DOT HS 812 108). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.]  [6:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2013). Visual-manual NHTSA driver distraction guidelines for in-vehicle electronic devices (Federal Register Vol. 78, No. 81). Washington, DC.
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2014). Visual-manual NHTSA driver distraction guidelines for in-vehicle electronic devices (Federal Register Vol. 79, No. 179). Washington, DC.]  [7:  Fitch, G. A., Soccolich, S. A., Guo, F., McClafferty, J., Fang, Y., Olson, R. L., Perez, M. A., Hanowski, R. J., Hankey, J. M., & Dingus, T. A. (2013). The impact of hand-held and hands-free cell phone use on driving performance and safety-critical event risk. (Report No. DOT HS 811 757). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Klauer, S. G., Dingus, T. A., Neale, V. L., Sudweeks, J. D., & Ramsey, D. J. (2006). The impact of driver inattention on near-crash/crash risk: An analysis using the 100-car naturalistic driving study data. (Report No. DOT HS 810 594). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.]  [8:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2013). Visual-manual NHTSA driver distraction guidelines for in-vehicle electronic devices (Federal Register Vol. 78, No. 81). Washington, DC.]  [9:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2016). Visual-manual NHTSA driver distraction guidelines for portable and aftermarket devices – Notice for Comment (Federal Register Vo. 81, No. 233). Washington, DC.]  [10:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2016). Visual-manual NHTSA driver distraction guidelines for portable and aftermarket devices – Notice for Comment (Federal Register Vo. 81, No. 233). Washington, DC.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk210817728][bookmark: _Hlk210818063]Drive mode limits phone functionality and simplifies the human-machine interface (HMI). The purpose of this study is to investigate how drive mode implementations impact driver attention and performance as compared to their standard interfaces. NHTSA’s goal for the resulting data is to generate evidence-based best practices for the design of future drive mode applications and functionalities for mobile phones operating independently of in-vehicle systems. The work supports NHTSA’s goal of establishing best practices for drive mode design as a crucial component of future driver distraction countermeasures.
b. Statute authorizing the collection of information
Subchapter V of Chapter 301 of Title 49 of the United States Code (U.S.C.) authorizes the Secretary of Transportation to conduct “motor vehicle safety research, development, and testing programs and activities, including activities related to new and emerging technologies that impact or may impact motor vehicle safety.” 49 U.S.C. 30182. Pursuant to Section 1.95 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), the Secretary has delegated this authority to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
2. [bookmark: _Hlk51325321][bookmark: _Hlk78838411]Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used. Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.
This is a new, one-time collection. Exponent is conducting this study under a task order contract with NHTSA. This collection will provide answers to NHTSA’s objectives for this task order, which include determining how the interface of cell phones and electronic devices differ when operating in drive mode relative to their standard operations, determining what changes in functionality occur when drive mode is enabled,  how much variability exists across different driver mode implementations,  how well drive mode interfaces and functionality comply with the recommendations in the NHSTA Driver Distraction Guidelines, and identifying what factors influence user acceptance and use of drive mode. This collection will be used to investigate how drive mode implementations impact driver attention and performance as compared to their standard interfaces. NHTSA will use the information gathered to produce a technical report that presents the results of the study. The technical report will provide summary statistics and tables, as well as the results of data analysis of the information, but it will not include any personally identifiable information. The technical report will be published in the National Transportation Library and will be available to the general public. The report may also be of interest to a variety of stakeholders, including automotive manufacturers, suppliers, researchers, safety advocates, and regulators. The study results will provide NHTSA with valuable information to support initiatives to generate evidence-based best practices for the design of future drive mode applications and functionalities for mobile phones operating independently of in-vehicle systems. The results support the agency’s mission to reduce the number of deaths, injuries, and economic losses resulting from motor vehicle crashes related to driver distraction on U.S. roads.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk51330129]Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection. Also, describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden.
The Screening questionnaire will be administered verbally via phone call by a third-party recruiter. The informed consent will be completed on paper by the participants for ease of administration. Information about participants’ experiences performing mobile phone tasks will be recorded by study personnel electronically and stored on secure servers.
Participant’s eye movement data will be collected using the Ergoneers Dikablis Glasses X eye-tracking system, a head-mounted binocular device capable of capturing high-resolution gaze data in real time. The eye-tracker records gaze position, pupil diameter, and blink behavior, providing detailed insights into visual attention and scanning patterns during task performance. Data acquisition and analysis will be managed using Ergoneers’ Prophea software, which offers enhanced synchronization capabilities and advanced tools for visualizing and analyzing gaze behavior.
The participants’ driving data will be collected in the study-provided vehicle while being video recorded by unobtrusive GoPro cameras which will be used to record forward-facing windshield video and participant-facing video. This will be described to them during the pre-test screening to ensure their familiarity and comfort with the protocol should they choose to proceed with participation. The mobile phone or portable device will be mounted on the dashboard and will not obstruct or occlude the central visual field of the driver. Data will be collected by the cameras passively; no input is required of respondents for this component of data collection.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk51330199][bookmark: _Hlk45117781]Describe efforts to identify duplication. Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item 2 above.
In the first phase of this project, a thorough literature and practice review was conducted to deliver a comprehensive analysis of current drive mode implementations, as well as apps intended for use while driving but without drive mode. Additionally, a gap analysis was conducted to identify gaps in the literature that could be informed by research conducted later in the project. The results show that current applicable literature on drive mode implementations is limited, with few studies that implemented drive mode options currently available to drivers. User acceptance and continued use remain barriers to the acceptance of drive mode implementations, and little research is available to identify the key factors which would increase use. Therefore, NHTSA has concluded that there is no similar information already available that could be used for the purposes described in response to Item 2 above.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk51330529][bookmark: _Hlk78838823]If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities, describe any methods used to minimize burden.
There is no burden on small businesses or other small entities for this ICR. The information collections described in this ICR will only be collecting information from individuals who meet eligibility requirements and who volunteer to participate. 
6. [bookmark: _Hlk51330653]Describe the consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.
This information collection supports NHTSA’s mission to prevent fatalities, injuries, and crashes on U.S. roads, particularly in combating driver distraction. NHTSA has identified a need for driving data which will contribute to a set of best practices for the design of future drive mode apps, features, and functions on mobile phones and aftermarket devices not paired to the vehicle. The development of these best practices would support NHTSA and various other stakeholders in their efforts to provide countermeasures to future driver distraction related to mobile phone and portable device use. Data to support this need do not currently exist; therefore, without conducting this study NHTSA will be unable to establish such approach.
7. [bookmark: _Hlk51330697]Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be conducted in a manner:
a. requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly;
b. requiring respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;
c. requiring respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any document;
d. requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records, for more than three years;
e. in connection with a statistical survey, that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;
f. requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;
g. that includes a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or
h. [bookmark: _Hlk45117573]requiring respondents to submit proprietary trade secrets, or other confidential information unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information's confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.

NHTSA is requesting an exemption to the requirement at 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2)(vi) to allow NHTSA to use a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB. Specifically, NHTSA seeks to use the seven minimum categories for race and ethnicity in lieu of collecting more detailed information as specified in Statistical Policy Directive No. 15: Standards for Maintaining, Collecting, and Presenting Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity (SPD 15). Since NHTSA estimates that, at most, 36 individuals will participate in each research experiment, we do not anticipate having sufficient numbers of respondents in the detailed race/ethnicity categories to permit analysis with them. Additionally, because of the small sample size, we anticipate that much of the detailed race/ethnicity data would need to be suppressed in the final de-identified dataset in order to protect respondents’ privacy. Therefore, we are requesting to use the seven minimum categories for race/ethnicity.
Other than the request for exemption regarding SPD 15, there are no special circumstances that require this collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2).
8. [bookmark: _Hlk51330779]If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in the Federal Register of the agency’s notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB. Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and describe actions taken by the agency in response to the comments. Specifically address comments received on cost and hour burden. Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format, and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
[bookmark: _Hlk98250521]NHTSA published a 60-day notice on 2/11/2026 requesting comment on NHTSA’s intention to submit this ICR to OMB for approval (91 FR 6284). NHTSA received NTHSA received two comments.
First, Consumer Reports asked the agency to specify whether the research identifies which drive mode elements trigger drivers to circumvent drive mode and which result in task deferral. They also noted the value of determining which drive mode implementations affect long off-road glances. While the agency agrees that understanding the specific drive mode elements that lead drivers to abandon drive mode or delay task engagement could be of interest, determining this information is beyond the scope of the current data collection. However, the study will use eye-tracking data to seek to determine drive mode implementations and characteristics that lead to long off-road glances.
The Alliance for Automotive Innovation also commented. There was a concern that the study’s use of a cone course may not accurately reflect real-world driving. The agency understands that there are limits to the extent that driving within a cone course can replicate the driving that takes place on public roadways. Nevertheless, it deems this methodology appropriate for the current research. Importantly, this study will require participants to perform distracting tasks while driving and NHTSA would not expose participants or the traveling public to the potential risks that would result from encouraging distracted driving on a public road. Moreover, the current study’s goal of comparing eye glances and driving behavior while performing mobile phone tasks with different interfaces is facilitated by cross-trial consistency in the driving environment, and the cones course is an ideal environment for providing that consistency. 
The commenter also made more granular inquiries and recommendations regarding the minutia of the study. For a detailed and comprehensive description of all research activities including those that preceded and motivated data collection, as well as the specific stimuli, variables, and analysis techniques employed, the agency recommends referring to the final, published technical report. Broadly, the study will include: (1)specific tasks and applications selected based on a comprehensive analysis of current drive mode implementations, (2)both subjective and objective measures of participants’ use of drive mode, (3)sample sizes selected based on a priori power analyses, and (4)post hoc tests with appropriate corrections for multiple analyses. 
Finally, the commenter encouraged NTHSA to continue engaging with stakeholders in the development of future distraction guidelines. The agency appreciates this suggestion. Both stakeholder feedback and evidence-based research on distraction, such as that being conducted in this study, are of value when developing guidelines aimed at reducing distracted driving.
NHTSA published a 30-day notice on June 8th 2026 that stated NHTSA’s intention to submit this ICR to OMB for approval (91 FR 34718).
9. [bookmark: _Hlk51330973]Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.
Respondents who meet the eligibility requirements and choose to participate will be offered $375 for the test track experiment or $300 for the cones course experiment as compensation for completing the study requirements. Our experience indicates that anything less than the proposed total compensation would likely result in failure to recruit enough respondents to provide meaningful results with respect to driver attention and performance. This compensation amount takes into consideration both the time that participants will spend at the research facility (estimated at 2.5 hours per participant for the test track experiment and 2 hours for the cones course experiment). If an individual begins the driving portion of the study but withdraws before the conclusion of their session, they will be compensated the full amount of $375 or $300. If a participant fails to meet the criteria to participate in the study due to failing to have a valid driver’s license, for example, they will be compensated $25 and sent home. The current studies’ compensation is in line with past efforts given the time and activities it requires of respondents while not being coercive.
10. [bookmark: _Hlk51331000]Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. If the collection requires a systems of records notice (SORN) or privacy impact assessment (PIA), those should be cited and described here.
The IRB-approved Informed Consent Form, which each respondent will read and sign before participating in the study, describes in plain language how study data will be used and steps that will be taken to assure that participant data will be kept secure. The published technical report will not include any data that can be used to identify any individual or individual’s responses. The Informed Consent Form also specifies that video recorded during study sessions, including video of drivers’ faces, will be used for data analysis, will be provided to NHTSA, and may be used in public presentations, such as at a professional conference. This data collection does not require a SORN or a PIA.
11. [bookmark: _Hlk51331086]Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private. This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.
This information collection does not include any questions believed to be of a sensitive nature.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk51332070]Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information on the respondents and estimates of the annualized labor cost to respondents associated with that hour burden. 
[bookmark: _Hlk166732747][bookmark: _Hlk166732803]As described above, this ICR is for four information collections that will be part of a one-time study. The four information collections include: (1) a screening questionnaire; (2) an informed consent form; and (3) a study drive. The burden associated with each is described below.
1. Screening Questionnaire
[bookmark: _Hlk166733639]Up to 300 potential participants from the third-party recruiter’s database will be contacted via phone and will receive basic information about the testing and compensation for completion of the study ($375 or $300). Interested participants will complete the screening questionnaire (NHTSA Form 2112) by answering the questions over the phone to determine if they qualify for the study. Participants are expected to take an estimated average of 15 minutes to complete the screening questionnaire. To estimate the total annual burden associated with this information collection, NHTSA assumes that there are, on average, 100 participants to the screening questionnaire per year (300 potential participants ÷ 3 years = 100 participants). 
[bookmark: _Hlk210825417]It is estimated that approximately 35% of those who begin the screening questionnaire will be eligible and will agree to participate in the study. As such, we anticipate conducting a maximum of 300 individual screening interviews to recruit the necessary participants for the information collection. While the goal is 36 final participants per experiment, the research team will ensure eligibility and interest of up to 96 participants total to account for potential attrition and replacement. Therefore, all data collections other than the screening questionnaire are expected to involve 96 participants. To estimate the total annual burden associated with this information collection involving the 96 research participants, NHTSA assumes that there are, on average, 32 participants per year (96 research participants ÷ 3 years = 32 participants). 
2. Informed Consent Form 
[bookmark: _Hlk166733760]Up to 96 eligible participants will be given an appointment to participate in the study. Each respondent will begin with a consenting process, which includes an overview of the study and an explanation of the informed consent form. The consent form completed by participants, who will take part in the Test Track Experimental Drive (NHTSA Form 2113) and in the Cones Course Experimental Drive (NHTSA Form 2115) are identical except the location of the study drive (test track or cones course), the time required by the participant to complete the test (Test Track: 150 minutes, Cones Course:120 minutes ), and the amount of compensation the participant will receive (Test Track: $375, Cones Course: $300). This consenting process is expected to take 15 minutes. Based on experience with similar studies, the screening process via phone provides sufficient information to participants to determine their interest in the study, thus little to no attrition is expected during the informed consent process. 
3. Study Drive
Up to 96 participants will complete an experimental study drive. NHTSA is seeking a target of 72 participants total (36 participants per experiment); however, burden and cost estimates have been calculated for 96 participants (48 participants per experiment) to account of possible attrition or the potential need to replace a participant due to unforeseen circumstances to help ensure the target is met.
Half of participants (48) will complete the Test Task Experimental Drive, and the other half (48) will complete the Cones Course Experimental Drive. 
[bookmark: _Hlk210826500]Test Track Experimental Drive. Up to 48 participants will complete the test track experimental drive. The drive will take place on Exponent’s test track. Participants will perform study tasks as instructed by an experimenter including performing tasks on a mobile device and driving around the test track. Data will be collected electronically from within the study-provided vehicle. Data will be collected by the experimenter who will provide instructions to the participant and will observe participant performance; using GoPro cameras that will monitor the participant and the driving environment; and using the Ergoneers Dikablis Glasses X eye-tracking system, which will record gaze position, pupil diameter, and blink behavior. Each participant will receive their compensation after signing a compensation form (NHTSA Form 2114) acknowledging that they were paid for their participation in full or the appropriate pro-rated amount. Participants will be given an opportunity to ask questions. The entire experimental drive is expected to take an average of 160 minutes per participant, and each participant will complete the drive only once.
Cones Course Experimental Drive. Up to 48 participants will complete the cones course experimental drive. The drive will take place on Exponent’s handling pad, upon which a cone course will be constructed. Participants will perform study tasks as instructed by an experimenter including performing tasks on a mobile device and driving through the cones course. Data will be collected by the experimenter, who will provide instructions to the participant and will observe participant performance; using GoPro cameras that will monitor the participant and the driving environment; using the Ergoneers Dikablis Glasses X eye-tracking system, which will record gaze position, pupil diameter, and blink behavior. Drive performance data will also be collected by the study-provided vehicle. Each participant will receive their compensation after signing a compensation form (NHTSA Form 2114) acknowledging that they were paid for their participation in full or the appropriate pro-rated amount. Participants will be given an opportunity to ask questions. The entire experimental drive is expected to take an average of 130 minutes per participant, and each participant will complete the drive only once.
Burden Tables
[bookmark: _Hlk166734514]Table 1 describes estimated burden hours for the one-time study. NHTSA estimates that the total burden for the one-time study is approximately 331 hours.
[bookmark: _Hlk166597809]Table 1: Total Study Burden Hours 
	Form No.
	Information Collection
	Number of Respondents
	Time per Response (minutes)
	Frequency of Response
	Total Burden Hours
	Total Opportunity Costs

	NHTSA 2112
	Screening Questionnaire
	300
	15
	1
	75 hours
	$3,082

	NHTSA 2113 & 2115
	Informed Consent
	96
	15
	1
	24 hours

	$986

	NHTSA 2114
	Study Drive 
(Test Track)
	48
	160
	1
	128 hours 
	$5260

	NHTSA 2114
	Study Drive (Cones Course)
	48
	130
	1
	104 hours
	$4273

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	331 hours
	$13,901


[bookmark: _Hlk166597838]
Annual burden hours were estimated by first dividing the total number of participants per information collection by three and then rounding to the nearest whole number. Based on the estimates of 100 annual participants for the Screening questionnaire and 32 annual participants to each of the other information collections, NHTSA has estimated that the total annual burden hours for the collections is 111 hours. 
To calculate the opportunity cost to participants in this study, NHTSA used the average (mean) hourly earnings from employers in all industry sectors in the State of Arizona, which the Bureau of Labor Statistics lists at $31.61 per hour[footnoteRef:11] and added 30% to create a loaded rate of $41.09. NHTSA estimates that the annual opportunity cost is approximately $4,533. [11:   US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor and Statistics, May 2024 State Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates Arizona: https://www.bls.gov/oes/tables.htm] 

Table 2 provides estimates for the total annual burden hours and associated opportunity costs. 
Table 2: Annual Burden Estimates
	Form No.
	Information Collection
	Number of Respondents
	Time per Response (minutes)
	Opportunity Cost per Response
	Frequency of Response
	Total Burden Hours
	Total Opportunity Costs

	NHTSA 2112
	Screening Questionnaire
	100
	15
	$10.27
	1
	25 hours
	$1,027

	NHTSA 2113 & 2115
	Informed Consent
	32
	15
	$10.27
	1
	8 hours
	$329

	NHTSA 2114
	Study Drive 
(Test Track)
	16
	160
	$109.57
	1
	43 hours
	$1,753

	NHTSA 2114 
	Study Drive (Cones Course)
	16
	130
	$89.03
	1
	35 hours
	$1,424

	
	Annual Estimates
	
	
	
	
	111 hours
	 $4,533



13. [bookmark: _Hlk51332101]Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to respondents or record keepers resulting from the collection of information.  
Participation in this study is voluntary, and there are no costs to participants beyond the time spent participating in the study. The costs are minimal and are expected to be offset by the compensation that will be provided to the research participants. NHTSA estimates that each of the participants will travel less than 30 miles one-way to the research location (60 miles round trip). Using the IRS standard mileage rate of $0.70 per mile, each respondent is expected to incur no more than $42 in transportation costs. Therefore, NHTSA estimates that the total costs to all respondents for the one-time study will be no more than $4,032 ($42 × 96 participants). NHTSA estimates the total annual costs based on an average of 32 respondents a year. Accordingly, NHTSA estimates the total annual cost to be $1,344 per year ($42 × 32 respondents).
14. [bookmark: _Hlk51332118]Provide estimates of annualized costs to the Federal government. Provide a description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of hours, operational expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information. 
The full costs of this information collection are included in a task order contract awarded to Exponent. The total cost for the entire 60-month project is $676,485, with an approximate annualized cost to the Federal government of $150,330 (i.e., the total cost divided by the four and a half-year period of performance). The project consists of two phases. The main work tasks of Phase 1 were a review of literature and practice; a gap analysis; and development of an initial test protocol. The main work tasks of Phase 2 will be the experiment described in this IRC and the final report documenting the methods and findings of the full project. The data collection described in this IRC is slated to take place over a two-month period. The full period of performance for this task order contract is October 2024 through March 2029. This is a one-time data collection, and there will be no recurrence. NHTSA is asking for a three-year approval for this ICR. 
15. [bookmark: _Hlk63087643][bookmark: _Hlk51332149]Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported on the burden worksheet. If this is a new collection, the program change will be the number of burden hours reported in response to question 12 and the entire burden cost reported in response to question 13. If this is a renewal or reinstatement, the change is the difference between the new burden estimates and the burden estimates from the last OMB approval.  
This is a new information collection. As such, it requires a program change to add the estimated total of 331 burden hours, with an estimate of 111 hours annually. 
16. [bookmark: _Hlk51332176][bookmark: _Hlk63087690]For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication. Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used. Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions as applicable. 
NHTSA will develop a final report that presents the aggregate statistics and tabular results from the data collection effort, which will be disseminated on the agency website and through the National Transportation Library. Analysis will employ a variety of methods following proven statistical techniques, focusing on key quantitative and qualitative measures toward answering this project’s core research questions. We expect data collection to begin in mid-2027 and the final report to be published in 2029.  
  
17. [bookmark: _Hlk51332202]If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.
NHTSA will display the expiration date for OMB approval. 

18. [bookmark: _Hlk63087720][bookmark: _Hlk51332218][bookmark: _Hlk45889134]Explain each exception to the topics of the certification statement identified in "Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions." The required certifications can be found at 5 CFR 1320.9.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Specifically explain how the agency display the OMB control number and expiration date and will inform potential respondents of the information required under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3): the reasons the information is planned to be and/or has been collected; the way such information is planned to be and/or has been used to further the proper performance of the functions of the agency; an estimate, to the extent practicable, of the average burden of the collection (together with a request that the public direct to the agency any comments concerning the accuracy of this burden estimate and any suggestions for reducing this burden); whether responses to the collection of information are voluntary, required to obtain or retain a benefit (citing authority), or mandatory (citing authority);the nature and extent of confidentiality to be provided, if any (citing authority); and the fact that an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.] 

There are no exceptions to the certification statement.
In accordance with the requirement at 5 CFR 1320.9(g), a statement similar to the following will be included on each information collection instrument:
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act unless that collection of information displays a current valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number for this information collection is 2127-XXXX. The information collected is necessary to support NHTSA’s goal of developing evidence-based best practices for designing future drive mode features on mobile phones that operate independently of in-vehicle systems. We estimate that it will take approximately 150 minutes to complete the test track collection and 120 to complete the cones course collection. The information collected is voluntary. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: Information Collection Clearance Officer, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E., Room W45-205, Washington, DC, 20590.
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