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The modified consent we are requesting OIRA to approve as a nonmaterial/nonsubstantive change falls under the PRA exception for affidavits and consents - see 5 C.F.R. 1320.3(h)(1). Additionally, modifying the form’s Declaration and Certification section to notify sponsors that DHS may access their credit report and score does not constitute an increase in burden or change the information already collected on the form.  DHS is seeking to modify the consent to assist credit bureaus with which we intend to contract for the purchase of consumer data, and to comply with the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA). DHS intends to use the credit report to verify information already submitted on the form in the same manner that USCIS can verify any other information provided by the sponsor through information officers obtain on their own, data, purchased commercial data, data sharing agreements, etc., in compliance with all applicable laws including the Privacy Act. DHS will not use the credit report information in a way that goes beyond the agency’s authorities under the Immigration and Nationality Act, the Homeland Security Act and either USCIS or the Department of State’s regulations and policies.  

