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households, or persons) in the universe covered by
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2025 approximately 98.1 percent of cattle, 94.8 percent of calves,
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the coverage-weighted response rate is nearly 100 percent.</font></p>
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procedures for the collection of information including statistical
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a census of all known FI plants that slaughter cattle, calves, hogs,

sheep, goats, or bison. FI livestock slaughter is reported under a
cooperative arrangement between USDA’'s AMS, FSIS, and NASS. FSIS

federal meat inspectors are responsible for compiling FI data for all
federally-licensed plants and submitting the data electronically to

FSIS. The data is then sent to NASS on a regular basis. Weekly FI

head slaughtered, live weight, and dressed weight by species and

class are then summed to a monthly total and summarized together with

NFI monthly totals to estimate commercial red meat production in the

United States.</font></p>
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census design. However, NASS accounts for NFI slaughter differently,

depending on a particular state’s inspection regulations. Many

states have inspection laws that require some or all plants that are

not included in the FSIS inspection program be inspected by the

state. Slaughter data for approximately 61 percent of the NFI plants

are reported to NASS by state inspectors. The remaining NFI plants

are contacted by NASS on a quarterly basis to collect livestock

slaughter data by month. NASS statisticians review the NFI reports

for reasonableness prior to transmitting the data to NASS
Headquarters.</font></p>
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reliability of information collected must be shown to be adequate for

intended uses. For collections based on sampling a special

justification must be provided for any collection that will not yield
&quot;reliable&quot; data that can be generalized to the universe
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<font face="Arial, serif">The inspections are complete enumerations
rather than samples. The monthly livestock slaughter data are
collected and reported by FSIS inspectors as the slaughter is taking
place, therefore the degree of accuracy is very high. Since
reporting the FI data is mandatory by FSIS, the data are highly
reliable, with all plants typically reporting. The system utilized
by NASS to edit and summarize data includes a check of the current
week’s data against historical averages for the plant to ensure
accurate reporting.</font></p>
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